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HE double tie of garvre and, | d I% by 
fade the many ende ring pa tapes, that 
5 4 % * ſo many years have licked ab@ glged our 
$5 affections ſo intimately, cannot but beget a ten- 
der ſympathy in me, with you under al] your 
oh and make me {ay of every aff ction 
Which befals you, Half mine. 1 tiod it is 
Dich our aftcCtions, as with the ſtrings of mu- 

5 . Bo. 5 lt uments, cxactiyſcratthe ſame height, 
OS, af vac be touched, the other 8. bee * ah 

F 45 it be at ſome diſtance. 17 
ifections are one, and fſo'in a great ; 
HEL Have been. our de allo; 00 


. f | Parts © Hg: the ober wh and the 8 4 | 
14 1 "What the effects of thoſe ſtrokes, Ur 

rather of my own unmortified paſſions. Were, 
I have felt, and you and others have heard. 
v1 was as a bullock 1 to the 1h; ay 


55 8055 N 

en, Þ may ſay with them, m. eas 3 

| ee mine afliftion and my mit, e 

avermmavoed and the gail, my foul hath the Min, 
., and! * Kane in . 
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I dare not ſay, that ever I felt my hen dif. $ 
_ contentedly rifiog and ſwelling againſt G;; 
no, I could ſtill juſtify him, when F moſt ſen». 
 fibly ſmarted by his hand: if he had plunged 
me into a ſea of forrow, yet I could ſay, in 
all that fea of ſorrow, there is not a drop of 2 
+ injuſtice; but it was the over-heating, and 8. 3 
| ver-aftiog of my fond abd unmortified Bey Sh 
tions and paſſions, that made ſo bad impref? 
ions upon my body, and caſt me under thals 3 
_ © diftempers which ſoon imbittered all my re * ve 
mining comforts to me. 4 
It was my carneſt deſire, 6 Toon 48 1 b 0 <4 3 
ſtrength and opportunity for ſo great à fehr 4 
ney, to viſit you: that ſo (if the Lore v7 
pleaſed) I might both refreſh, agd be e 2 
| ed by you, after all my ſad and diſcontfolgee .. "A 
days; and you cannot imagine what Feat 22 
And pleaſure I projected in that vilit! E KRK 
proved to us (as all other comforts at the? fan « 3 | 
_ , » Kind ordinarily do) more in expettatian, ag 25 
j in fruition; for how ſoon after o joyful 1 7 5 
ing, and embraces, did the Lord overcalt and 9 
darken. our day, by ſending death igto- er 
\ tabernacle, to take away the defire. of your ©. 5 
eyes with a ſtroke ! to crop off that Fiveet and 
cg bad, from which we promiſed mee 85 
. rf ct bort: but No more of th Thi - Je "1 
Ian gone too far alread y, It is not wy; _"” * 
en exafperate your troubles, Puk te k 
23 e Raver i ee 
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theſe papers, which I hope may be of uſe both 
to you, and many others in your condition, 
ice they are the after-fruits of my own trou- 
bles: things that I have not commcaded to 
vou from another hand, but which I have (in 
ſome meaſure) proved and taſted ig my own 


trials. > 
But I will not hold you u longer here, I have 


only afew things to delire for and from you, 


f 5 and 1 have Gone. 


IT be things I defire are, 

Fir, That you will not be too haſty to get 
of the yoke which God hath put upon your 
deck Remember when your child wat in the 
- womb, neither of you deſired it ſhould be de- 
1 theact, till God's appointed time was 
4 come; and now that you travail again 
with forrow for its death, O deſire not to be 


* e from your ſorrows one moment be- 


mere God's time, till your deliverance be ful- 
= by come alſo. Let patience have its perfect 
4 5 ork: that comfort which comes in God's 
" way and ſeal0n will ftick by you, and do you 
| on indeed. 
Secondly, I deſire, that though you and 
' Four lied lons had a fad meeting, yet yon an 
they way have a comfortable parting. If they 
effect that upon your hearts which God leut 


ok £ 


1 


Het hs 5 


b 8 4 ws * 
a 2 N bod 
ihe. 5 N 


2 bd teſtimony, when they go off. 
225 * obtain Wok OY 17 5 o them 3 ? 


|. a Kft : 
4 L « þ 2 ; 
1 PO * 4 URS 
na Wu; Ds LOO TOE Pe + 4 7 
8 3 Ps Fig 1 g 5 7 * : 7 5 . * than © 
4 „ * JEL Suk 3 L a . — by 1 2 3 1 „ "Eu 55 R. N 
: 5 0 7" BY n 0 1 L , N 7 7 Wins > . 1 
* 7 W * PPV. = r i Os } 9 5 8 
Be POOL n — ws 8 75 Mb 
K Fe 6 81 2 
5 2 
1 


e ee ** 5 - p 
1 * * ay . 5 7 — = 
2 N RAY HD ED} 3 % . CC — 
- NS Cap On Sin a yan Ha IE ROPE BOL ĩ 75 ooh woe Derby; 5. 2323-4 ; ö 
8 7 e 5 S n = 7 > BAD! Cob. 5 hn tae. 
5 LE IE 5 n e N n 1 8 N NY 8 7 


e for, I doubt not but you wilt. give them 


0 
„ — 
R T «FT, -- . e d 
8 c 2 nt a gr Cot nn ne be r Es DE NM OF 2 Bo 5 
EI c + J AOEIN THER Eg 8 5 OE ER SE TO AB IR d EN a : 18 = 
* e n * N . . S 3 Soar” CCC... LIM arts 
, EEE „ Wt Frets N E 8 7 "2 . 1 5 
4 1 D e 28 : 5 , 2 
a 5 ” * N * 4 po » 


E 
IF „ . 
FFF 
e 


TO IE eat ER 
OO PEGS S Eb Pe ITS NEE Te Een gan. 
RY ee eee a) ana ret eee 22 b I NIELS 

- 


W 8 
3 . n N di Wea Tint, 
o ccc Ee Foras 
eee ED ens 


Fa 


CHER ED 5 WC! 
SSS od ENT oe 
r 
SY EN RESET 


= 


12” ST tenet 
CTC 
ccc TI 1 SE 

CIA BA . ALI] 

7 1 be PB 8 5 7 iz "gs = 


CP 


5 . 
„ 
. ee 


e 5 
2 Ns Hh CA Ie rad Et 
P 
eee TEE Fs oz 
" 


8 
5 
2 * 
8 
oor: 
$5, 
AW 
Bf 
3 
3 
* 
LILY 
* 
bet” 
£0 
© 
Bs 
gs! 
5 
= 
$4, 
pet 
8 
S 
> 
* 
4 
2 ws 
7% 
75 9 
2 
36 
Fl "0 
5 
1 
. 
OK 
136 
FT 
4) 
* 
— 
* 
1 
* 
q * 
5 
Fu, 
>; 
ATP 
7 
bus 
= 
2 
I® 
7 5 
$8 
Bri 
5 
3 
. 
3 
8 
8 
"7% 
Ve 
23 
i 
* 
Iz 
9 
Var aa 
* 
. 
4 
A 
15 
8 
Fs 
£ * 
375 
by 
Ds 
* 
18 
(ond 
| 2 
[6 LE: 
. 
78 
x 
LIEN 
. 
5 
pe 
bk; 
{a 
£2: 
2 
5 
8 
— 


4 A. * TS EA n * 1 it 
* 4 q + -Þ 


1 Vit 5 : * . 
— * 2 yg 23 W 
1 "A 
* Hh 
"MF. 


COP RY OO REY, OP TI 


"The Fo Ale Babes „. 


their operation, ſurely they will have your 
bleſſing too at their valediftion.. And what 
you entertained with fear, you will diſmiſs 
with praiſe, How {weer is it to hear the af 
ſlicted foul ſay, when God is looſing his bands, 
It is good for me that I have been Micted. n 
* | Ni herd, [ heartily wiſh, that thefe fearch- 
lag afflictions may make the molt ſatisfying 

_ Cilcoveries, that you may now ſee more of th 
evil of ſin, the vanity of the creature, andthe” =} 
fulneſs of Chriſt, than ever you yet ſaw... WM. 
{liCtions are ſearchers, and put the ſont upon. Bo | 
_ ſearching and trying its ways, Lam. fi F, 
When our ſin finds us out by affliction, haps 3 
py are we, if by the light of affliction we fing © 9 
out lin. Bleſſed is the man whom Gad choſen i 
eth, and teacheth out of his lan, Platz Rev. 22. = 
There are unſeen cauſes many tie d i 
troubles; you have an advantage now io bt 4 
out the ſeeds and ae from Which the 70 
1 {pring. | 32 *, E's 

Faurthly, I wilt that all 0 aud de 
light you beſtowed upon your lietle ck ery 3 
no be placed to your greater advantage ups of 
on Jeſus Chriſt ; and that the fleamiotyour” Þ 
_ affection to him may be ſo much rhe ſtronger, 27 
 ashere are now fewer channels fat e bs wy 
_ "Ubided;into. If God will nor hareramppare”” 
of; your happineſs to ſie in chilreny Then iet 
 Atwhoily lie in himſelf. If then er che. 
e ay removed 2 n * 0 
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viii The D 2 Ba 
too much of your heart from bim, and hath 


ſpoken by this rod, ſaying, Stand aſide, 
« child, thou art in my way, and fille ſt more 


© room in thy parents hearts than belongs to 


ie thee.” O then deliver up all to bim, and 


ſay, Lord, take the whole heart entirely and 


, uadividedly to thyſelf. Hence forth Jet there 


be no parting, ſharing or dividing of the af- 


fections betwixt God and the creature, let 


| all the ſtreams meet and ceatre in thee only. 


h,. That you may be ſtrengthened with 
hs all mig He in the janer- man; to all patience, 
that the peace of God may keep your hearts, 
and minds. Labour to briog your hearts to a 
mee ſubmiſſion to the rod of your Father. 
1 had fetoers of the fleſh who cus ected us, and 
Þ 5 1 we gave them reverence ; ſhall we not much ra · 

ider ze in fubjeftion to the Father of ſpiriis, and 
8 SE dives I it comely for children to conteſt and 


| frive with their father? Or is it the way to 


be ed from the yoke by ſtruggling under 


"7 © that your hearts might be in a like 


frame with his that ſaid,“ Lord, thou ſhalt 
ik heat, and I will bear.” It Was a good ob- 
ſier vation that one made, Anima ſedendo el qui. 
cena ft ſapiens ; The ſoul grows wiſe b 
es fteing ſlill and quiet under the rod. U 
the apoltle calls thoſe excellent fruits which --./ 
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che ſaints gather from their ſanctified afflics . 
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The Epiftle Dedicatsry. 
Laſtly, My heart's deſire and prayer to God 
for you, is, that you may die daily to all vi- 
ſible enjoyments, and by theſe frequent con- 
verſes with death in yoùr family, you may be 
4 prepared for your own Eu and diſſolution 
® when it ſhall come. 


D friends] How many graves have yon aud 
' 1 feen opened for our dear relations? How 
oft hath death come up into your windows, 


and ſummoned the delight of your eyes? Ri 3 
but a little while and we ſhall po to them = 
1 "and; they are Selling eines but by ſhort iater- 5 
was, a 2 
4 \ Tranſiwvere patres, Gong Bine tranſ bins eb 
| Our dear parents are gone, our lovely 10 
däeſirabla children are gone, our boſam ela 2 
/ tions, that were as our own ſouls, are gon 
And do not all theſe warning IE. 
* doors acquaint us, that we mult: Pre 0 
þ follgw ſhortly after them IV * Y 
\/ Of that by theſe things our OWN 166 at 
4 bet Weh more eaſy and familiar to us the „ we 
0 tener it viſits us, the better we ſhoald be ac 
- quaiated with it: and the mort. of aur belov= 3 -þ 
ed relations it removes before ud the lets k 
either ſnare or entanglement FINER * 
When our turn come. 

Ny dear friends, my fleſhy and my blood, 1 (1 
2» d you for religion's ſakes Fr drugs on 
1 Tous, and 2 rom. ſake, whole] comfort is uy , 

5 A5, 8 


el 


r r 


. 


„ G 3 
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great part, bound up in your proſperity and 
welfare, that you read frequently, ponder ſe- 
riouſty, and apply bcligvingly, theſe ſcripture- 
conlolations and directions, which, in ſome 
bafte, I have gathered for your nie; and the 
G of all conſolation be with ou 
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I am your moſt endeared brother, 
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Luke vii. 12. And Re the Lord FEEL bir, . 54 
"had compe/ſton on her, and 4 fo ber— FA es not, a 
O be above the ſtroke of 510 ions, is ** 
condition equal to angels: To bet in 4 : 


ſtate of ſorrow, without the ſenſe of: Coney 

is a diſpoſition beneath beaſts: bit dee 

regulate our ſorrows, and bound our paſſioas 
under the rod, is the wiſdom, duty ane ex- 

cCellency of a Chriſtian. He that is rg 
natural affections, is, deſerved ranks c 

wong the worlt of heathens Bat is 

aahle rightly to manage them, defery % be 
numbered with the beſt of Chriſians Ito 1 
When we are ſanctified, wepur on The Wine. 4 

nature ; et ti we arg glorified,. we put not 

1 5 "off the infirmizies of our -human-gatore.. | 1 

Whiſt wre ate within the reach of croables, 1 

2 We cannot be without the dagger, nor! Wes | 9 

2 not to be witieaby: the fear o in; Ae 
as herd for 08 £9, eſcape ſing. IE i. nt 

2 8 as becalming in proſperiti hh 

* "HOG" apt we are 10 \tranſgy g the bonods. 


[| Echeart of Chriſt, to hear and behold them: 


3 3 ; | 
LAS * ** 2 Te THEN x W N . 9 SD . 2 
R N ö 


N VT 
bf . * religion, b a ſharp oth 


pers, as in moſt mens experience, 


1 fee this woman's example, to whoſe exceſ- 


fer tro Chriſt pats a ſtop in the text: 


i I | He ad he Fer, amd had compaſſion an ber, and laid 


i T he 61 and wailings of this dif. 
reſſed mother, moved the teuder compaſſions 


5 00 of the woman, and the counſel of 


F Chriſt, with refpe& unto it. 


, The condition of this woman, whleh 


V Pappears to be very dolorous and diſtreſſed; her 


groans and tears moved and melted the very 


n be aue fer, he had compaſſion on her. 
How Tad an hour it was with her when 


XN 15e of the city, behold, there was a dead ; 
nin carried cut, the only fon of br 7 hk and 
he HOO 4 wal and Po "BY | 

bh bes.” & 


I, mſtanpes of this affliction are noted. 1 
e It was the death of- * "or: To 0 
5 z 2 75 455 51 mult needs e is Heath.” 


15 58 . we are to conſider; both the 


; bud! met her, appears by what is ſo diſtinct- 25 
I remarked by the evangelift in ver, 2. 
it is faid, Now, when they. came night AE 


Ye, 7 . Was 1 | 


. . rs Lord | in er thee, and fon bl 


4 
5 n 
= 
* 


An this ove bebe; divers heart-pier cing dirs wits, 


13 he Text 7 75 1 
8 1 tender parent; - for what are children but 
= ie parents multiplied ? A child is a part of 
- the parent made up in another ſkin. "4 
But to lay a fon in the grave, a ſon who. 3 
continues the name, and ſupports the family; 
this was ever accounted = very greek afflic- % 
tion. 1 „ 
| Secondly, This ſon was not 4 gon thþ — 
cradle to the coffin, nor ſtript out of its W. 
ing to be wrapt in its windiog-elath ; had he 
died in infancy, before he had engaged affec= 7 
tion, or raiſed expectation, the affliftion hat 
not been ſo pungent and cutting, as now it 2 
was: Death ſmote this ſon in the flower and” 28 
prime of his time. He was a man (faith the [ 
evangeliſt verſe. 12.)'a young. man, (as Chriſt £ 1 
calls him verſe ig.] he was dow arrived. * 
that age which made him capabſe of yieldi 1 8 
his mother all that comfort Which had 8 0 : 
the expectation and hope of many years; and. --.-- 
the reward and fruit of many cares and 1s 3 
bours : yet then when the endearments Were 
. preateſt, and her hopes higheſt, Nw in We. 
flower of his age, he is cut off. 3 
Ibu Baſil bewaileth the death of 10 W Er 
L ouce had a ſon who was a young: man, my - 
only ſucceſſor, the ſolace of my age, theegles > 
x3 ot his kind, the flower of his eqtialh,. the | 
1 prop c. my family, arrived to the endearty 3 
E 1 . ages theo was he ſnatched frons me by death, 24 
1 * lovely voice 1 2 228 * N * 
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who lately was a pleaſant Sens to his pa- 
rents. | 
"Reader, if this had been thine own. condi. 

tion, as it hath been his that writes it, I need 
ſay no more to convince thee, that it was a 
ſorrowful tate indeed Chriſt met this tender 
* mother in. 
= + Zvirdly, And which is yet more, he was 
not only a ſon, but an only ſon. So you find, 
in verſe 12. He war theonly fon of bis e win 
One in whom all her hopes and comforts of 

that kind were bound up. For, Omnis in A, 
F any fiat chart cura parentis., Virgil. All her 

affections were contracted into this one object. 
Ik we have never ſo many children, we know | 
vor which of them to ſpare. If they ſtand 
85 lite ole plants about our table, it would 
¼7m; us to fee the leaſt twin amongſt them 
pbesken down. But ſurely. the death of one 
2 ourof many, is much more tolerable, than of 
= a oc, : 
* Hence it is ted 1 in ſcripture as the great- 
eit k earihly ſorrows, Jer. vi: 26. O daugh- 

ter af my people, gird thee with fac Eklat h, and wal- 
eu yet ein aber. Male thee mourning, as 
i Lo an fatty mofl bitter lamentatiun. Fes, 10. 


8 and penctratinꝑ is this grief, that 25 
"X - He F' Ghoſt borrows it to Expreſs the decp-. 
eit ſpictual troubles: by it, Zech. Xii. 10. 5 


+ They Hall mourn for him, (namely Chriſt hom 
. Rerced) as on mourneth for an any. fn. = 


A 1 55 > x 5 
5 "of FX Md au 1 k 
& * . * wad » + 
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* Ferthly, Pines yet, to N * afffite . 


tion, it is {uperadded, verſe 12. And ſbe wat - 


a wider. So that the ſtaff of her age, on ñĩ 
whom ſhe leaned was broken. She had now © 
none left to comfort or aſſiſt her in her help- 4 
leſs, comfortleſs ſtate of widowhood: hM 


is a condition not only void of comfort, bat 
expoted to oppreſſion and contempt. 5 


Yea, and being a widow, the whole kur- 
den lay upon her alone: ſhe had not an , 


band to comfort her, as Elkanah did Han nah, 


in 1 Sam. i. 8.  WÞy werpe thou, and wein 54 | 


thy heart grieved ? am not I more is ie bas ten 2 N 


2. Let ns conſider the counſel c 
gives her, with reſpect to this her {ad ang for. 7 


rowful caſe. And when the Lord ſaw her, „% ; 7 
ad comeprfſion en ber, and fad e Wan 5 f f . 
Relieving and ſupporting! E. Wee 
= we yn FO), 2 


5 „ 
1 — > —_ . * 
5 5 © A 5 
- r IH + # — 7 * by 
| _ ny > d q &J 
8 \ 2 
0 
4 
* 4% 
Tort: 7 Lent 4. as " 8 


* . occaſion of it, and chat & 


9 
» . * a 
3 , ya 1 2 - * . 
Ke S ; - ; * 53 y © 3 5 
. 1 — o * - 3 - 
1 8 = * 
1 OY 36 n 


Wt | 
4 


ns? This would have been a great relleh 8 
but her huſband was dead as well as her ſe . : | 
both gone and ſhe only ſurviving to la 
the loſs of thoſe comforts; thatonce the nad. bY, 
Her calamities came got ſingleß but one after 
another, and this reviving andvagarayating x} 
the former, This was her caſe aun cane 8 
when the Lord met herr. N I 
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# ; 2 of ber: This meeting at the gate of 


the city, how accidental and occaſional ſoe ver 


Wdi ſeems, yet without doubt it was providen- 


tially ſuited to the work intended to be 
Wrought. The eye of his omniſcience fore- 


ed as an occaſion of that famous witacie 


\ = which- he wronght upon the young man, 
Via hath a quick eye to diſcern poor mourn- 


ing and diſconſolate creatures. And though 


be be row in heaven, and ſtands out of our 


night, ſo that we fee him not; yet he fees us; 


| 3 and his eye Which is upon ail our monte, 


OS 


{yur allo cds his heart and moves his bowels for 


. 


der pity was the Lord towards her, that he 
prevents her with unexpected conſolation: 
Ber peart was nothing fo full of compaſſion 
| for her fon, as Chriſt was for her: he bore 
Hor Infirmitics, even natural as well as moral 
3 is the days of his fleſh; and though he 
Y Dow cxalted to the highet! glory, yet ſtil! 


= he” Continues. aus merciful as ever, He as _ 


7 25 be touched with the ſenſe of our ae „ 


et Iv. 1 Te 


 Laftly," 7 he cott itlelk, Web nat, 1 


* 
„ He 


FE, An w 8 the office * 2 cotufortor i a £4 


a her, and this meeting was by him deſign- 


$ 


. then motive e Hrring kn up to give this. 
2 © relieving and comfortable counſel to her, was * 
; o: compaſſion. - She neither expectec 
2 . gor uglued t from bim; but fo fall of ten- 
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thas mourn, "wherenaion he was anointed, Iſa. 
Ixi. 1, 2, 3. Yet the words are not an ab⸗ 
foiute prohibition of tears and 'forrow 5 he 
doth not condemn all mourning as Goful, or 
ald exprefſions of grief for dead relations 4s 
usacomely. No, Chriſt would not have his 
people ſtupid and inſeuſate; he only prof 
bits the exceſſes, and extravagancies of "our x 
ſorrows for the dead; that it ſhould not b 
ſach a mourning for the dead as is found as 
mong the heathen, who ſorrow without mene 
fure, becauſe without hope, being ignorant 4 
of that grand relief, by the reſurrect 
which the goſpel reveals. ; 
The reſurrection of her fon from the dead, 
is the ground upon which Chriſt builds. ber | 4A 
conſolation and relief. Well might he , 
Weep not, when he intended quickly to; te- ES. 
move the cauſe of her tears by ren A 
again to FN. e 3 _ 
5 Now, though Wers be; bes K 11 Us on 
BE __ . caſe ext traordinary and pecaliary for few" "6f - 5 
: none that carry their dead children” ts: e 25 
grave, may expect to receive them again trom 2 
the dead, immediately, by « ſp& al:reſurrees.. © 
tion, as the did; I fay, thus! is not 10 be e . 
pekted by avy that nor loſe their relations 775 
Ihe occaſions and reaſons of fuch miyaculoasy ' 
i tpecial reſurrections, being remavediby 5 
5 8 and full evidence and nee tion et 2 
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that now bury their relations, if they be ſack 
as dic in Chriſt, have as good and tufficient 
| reaſon to moderate their paſſions, as this 
mourner had, and do as truly come withia 


the reach and compaſs of Chriſt's comforta- 


ble and ſupportiog counſel, Jeep not, as ſhe 
did: for do but conſider, What of ſupport and 


| A - carpfort, can a particular, and preſent reſur- 


rection from the dead give us, more than that 
ii, aud as it is, a ſpecimen, handſel, or 
8 of the general reſurrection? It is not 


dhe returning of the ſoul to its body, to live 


animal life again in this world of fin and 


& a and ſhortly after to undergo the ago» | 


"mes and pains of death again, that is in itielf 


” any ſuch privilege as may afford much com- 


7 vor to the perſon raiſed, or his relations. It 
is no privilege to the perſon raiſed, for it re- 


turns him from reſt to trouble, Ro the har». 


5 how back again into the ocean. It is matter 
> of, touble'to many dying ſaints, to hear of 
” the liketihoo4 of their returping again, when 


"they: are got fo nigh to heaven. 


It was once the caſe of a godly miniſter of 


this nation, who was much troubled-at his re- 


turn; and laid, I am like a ſhip driven out of 


he form almoſt to the harbour, and then 
{driven back into the ſtorm again; or, awea»' 


ry traveller that is come near his home, 1 


Y * then wh w_ geek to fetch ſomewhat þ he bad 


moſt expired, and then muſt begin a new bY 7 
term. 


dead, hath leſs of privilege, than to return 
only from the brink of the grave: for the 


py once, and beſides, during the little ne 
rum oblivio, forgetfulneſs and inſenſſi pleneſs ot 
all that which they ſaw or enjoyed in their 
for them and others, that it ſhould be. Tor. 
tion from that bleſſed and ineffable la qui- 42 ; 
etly and patiently; and for others, thagw 6-2-1 


build upon divine and not 
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But to die, and then return Again from e 


ſick hath not yet felt the agonies and ſaſt 
ſtruggles or pangs of death, but ſuch have 5 
felt them once, and muſt feel them again 3- 4 
they mult die twice, before they can be hap- ; 


they ſpend on earth, betwixt the firſt and ſes” 
cond diſſolution, there i is a perfect proecerates 4 


1 i 
— 


eſtate of ſeparation: it. being neceſſary 


themſelves it. is neceſſary that they may be” 5 
content to live and endure the time of: ſepara- 


may live by faith, and not US lenſe, aas 


and report. e TY 
59 that here you. ſee their, | agonies ; and; 


e 


8 therefore, ir can be no ſuch ins OR ro er) 


And for their relations, though It be e 1 


Wo Ya be to receive them again from the dead, 


t W eee n ms ars renn, 


m at. 
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to them into the ſtormy ſea, to, partake of 
new ſorrows and troubles, from which they 
were lately free; and in a ſhort time they 

muſt part with them again, and feel the dou- 
ble ſorrows of a parting pull, which others 


% rection, conſidered in itſelf, is no ſuch ground 
* of comfort as at firſt we might imagine it to 
<p be. . 
It remains hea that the ground of all ſo- 
|; 1ig comfort and relicf againſt the death of our 
haben, 
hon, and what is in a particular one, is but 
ds it were a ſpecimen, and evidence of the ge- 
bderal: and there the apoſtle places our re- 
| "Hef, 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. That we mall fee and 
enjoy them again at the Lord's coming, and 
3s ſurely this is more, than if with this mother, 


om the dead, as ſhe did her fon. And if 
de judge not fo, it is becauſe our hearts are 
| Frearnal, and mealure things rather by time and 
1 beo. than by faith and eternity. | 
has you ſe the counſel, with its ground, 
* which for the moſt part is common to other 


tage. 


| 12 e to the grave; * Cbriſt 001 


feel but once, ſurely ſuch a particular reffir- 


lies in the general and laſt reſurrec- 


nin We tent, we ſhould preſently receive them 


E- Chriſtian mourners with her; the difference 5 
being but inconfi Andie, and of lietle advan- 


Here then yon fad many aggravations of: WT 
Et forrow meeting together: a ſon, an only fo. ie 


fy 
LE 


To 255 Sue es 24x: 1 
mands the penſive mother not to mourn. : 
Hence we note, 

Def. That Chriſtians ought 1 to moilens "4 
their ſorrows for their dead relations, how © 

manyaffliftiog circumſtances and aggravations * 

ſoever do mect together in their death. 3 

It is as common with men, yea, with N 3 
men, to exceed in their ſorrows for dead fe- 
lations, as it is to exceed in their loves aud 
dcelights to living relations; aud both of hes 

one and other, we may lay as they fay of was. by 
ters, It is hard to confine them within theit 
bounds. It is therefore grave adyice which” 

the apoſtle delivers in this caſe, 1 Cor * 

29, 30. But this T fay, brethren, the im 
or t, it remaineth, that both: they that have — 

be as though they had none ; and they that. FO 5 | * 

a, thuugh they awepi nat; and thoſe that refoiees. ; 

| as though they rejniced nor. As if be had Lud, 

the floating world is near its port, < God bath. 

contracted the fails of man's life ; js but a 
point of time we have to five; and Thortly ** 

will not be a point to chooſe; whether we: 
Had wives or not, children or nets” AN theſe | 

are time-eaten things, and befote the expect- 
ed fruit of theſe comforts be tippe d dür Fes 

ſelves may be rotten. It is thereforea 300 

point of wiſdom to look upon things WI 

mortiy wil not de, as if already they. were 
not, and to behave ourſelves in the 4% 1 = 7 
N ee enjuyments, as: the . e FRY 
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2 E . Te ext us,” ES: | 
1 ** be haves himſelf in the uſe of ſpiritual ordinan- |} 
1 ces; he hears as if he heard not, and we 
1 q i thould weep as if we wept not: their affec- | 
| | KF. | tions are a little moved ſometimes by ſpiritual 0 
1 things, but they never lay them ſo to heart, | 
j ds to be broken-hearted for the fin they hear 
i of, or deeply aff, ted with the glöty reveal- 
| . ted. We allo ought to be ſenſible of the 
| » ſtroke of God upon our dear relations : but 


ence. 


1 et ſtill we muſt weep, as if we wept not; that 
I Z T4 we muſt keep due bounds and moderations 
is our forrows, and not be too deeply concei u- 
5 2 for theſe dying, ſharr-ived things. 
4 _ To this purpofe the apoſtle exhorts, Heb. 
. en „My fon, deſpiſe not the chaſiening of the 
| 1 : he as reither faint when thou art rebuked of him. 
. as hee ate two extremes, de ſpiſing and faint- 
32 hg, when God is correcting, to ſay, I do 
wo: + "Hor regard ir, let God take all if he will: if 
| Fo $4 d elfate muſt go, let it go; if my chi dren 
"He? let them die; this is to deſpiſe the Lord's 
3 " Safiening; and God cannot bear, that we 
© ſpould bear it thus lightly. — 1 
* here is alſo another extreme, and that is 
7 inn; i who goods are taken away, the | 
heart be taken away, and when children die, ME 
ESE Sirit of the parent die allo; th i | 
[14 e under the rod. Thou lamenteſt (atm 
1 E Seneca) thy deceaſed friend but, I wontd mob! 
bie thee grieve beyond whar is meet; that” — 


9 en not in at all, 1 dare nett ret 123 5 4 
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quire thee; tears may be exeuſed, if they do 3 


not exceed; let thine eyes therefore be nei- 
ther wholly dry, nor yet let them overflow; - 
weep thou mayeſt, but wail thou muſt noe.” 2 1 
Happy man! that ſtill keeps the polden "A 
| bridle of moderation upon his paſſions and af. 5 
fections, and ſtill keeps the poſſeſſion of 1 5 W 
Jet whatſoever he loſe the poſſe ſſion of. 5 
' Now, the method in why I | propoſe, 0 
peek ee,” „ 
. Gſcobe the ſ. ens, e £ '4 99 2 | 
2. To difſaade from the fin, n, 
3. To remove the pleas, > 1 
4. To propoſe the cure of immoderate er. 2 
row. e 
Vin, I ſhall give you the fi igus of immodejs. 1 
1 ate forrow, and ſhew yon when it Ng hr 
N bonads, and becomes ſinful; eten ſo; W . 
| to be ſorrowed for; and fot ckarnith ſake; 3 
will Hr ſt atiow what may be allowed tor N 4 
Chriſtian mourner, and then vo ben 
ter diſcern wherein the excels aud Kofuln | 
of our forrow les. 8 85 _ 
And, (.) How much oerrt bile pure | 
and condemn immoderate forrow, yer the af 
 fifted muſt be allowed an; awakened aud ten. . 57 
der ſenſe of the Lord's affficting hand wan 
them. It is no virtue to bear what Weda go 5 
feel. Lea, it is a moſt unbecowng Fs temper, 
nt tremble when God is fing. 
1 3 word faith to Moſes, in the lea 55. 
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is _ and ſorto 
{ ro. od and men. 
It is much more becoming a \ Chriſtian, . 


the Method Meta” 


E rags; Numb. xii. 24. J her father had N ia 


Ber face, Should he not be afhamed ſeven days 5 


The face is the table and ſeat of beauty aud 
bonour, but when it is ſpit upon, it is made 


ba ak on RE. Ny 
4 ; 


the fink of ſhame. Had her own father ſpit 


upon her face, when ſhe had diſpleaſed him, 
would ſhe not have gone aſide as one aſhamed 
by ſuch a rebuke, and got have ſhewed ber 


: face to him again in ſeven days? How much 


more ſhould ſhe take it to heart, and be ſenſi- 


Abe of this rebuke of mine who have filled 


her face with leprous ſpors, the ſigns of my 


-: diſpleaſure againſt ber? Surely God will be 
aſhamed of thoſe, that are not aſhamed when 
he rebukes them. | 
11 is. not magnanimity, but Ntupidity, t. to 
make light of God's corrections, and for this 
Ihe afflicted are ſmartly taxed, Jer. v. 8. / 
75 tos fin teen them, but they haw net grieved, 
When God ſmote Job in his perſon, children 


* anch elkate, he aroſe and rent his mantle, and 


Put duſt upoa bis head, to ſhew he was not 


5 * Monketef and unaffcted, and yet bleſſed the 


eee God, which as plaivly ſhewed he 


| 5 EY "was not contumacious and unſubmiſſive. 


Secondly, We muſt allow the mourning ” 


3 | ; Metec ſoul, a due 8 comely expreſſion of 
, in his compels Al * 


grnvouſly to ren his e 1 r 
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to ſmother them. There is m fn in comj- 
plaining to God, but much wickedneſs in 
complaming of bim.  Criefs are eaſed: by: 
groans, and heart-prefſures relieved by utter 
ance. This was David's courſe, and conſtant 
way, wha was a man of affii tions, PI. A 
2, 3. I poured out my complaint before r 
+ ſpeed before, fm my traible : when my {oh „ 
was overwhelmed. Within me, tbe los kneweft 9 
| my path. | I 2 
To whom mould children go but to the ir i 
father to make their moan ? When mayo? 
they expect relief and comfort bur from hin 0 BE” | 
The ciid Pſalm.is entitled, A Palm forthe 4 
A Ned, when be it euere and 3 
cut his Abriploing before the Lord. 

And happy were it, if every aMicted Par 

would chuſe this way to enpreſs his-lorrowee 
Did we complain more o God, ed would 3 
complain leſs of ns, and quickly; abate th 
E - matters of our complaint. O n ans 7 
2 think how moving, how melting, — LY 
: vat: ww It is with: God, when * 5 


33 
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| Lon, 5215 thus wrath bim. n : I 
Father, what a do? u 2e, 5 £ | 
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4 « brim,” my vain heart hath looked for relief 
* this way and that way, but none comes; 
every door of comfort is ſhut up againſt me. 
Thou balt multiplied my ſorrows, and re- 
e newed my witneſſes againſt me: comfort is 
** removed from my outward, and peace from 

ie my inner-man. Sharp _— withovr, 
and bitter reflection within. O Lord, I am 
oppreſſed, undertake for me. Fathers of 
e the fleſh pity their diſtreſſed children, when 
© ae they complain to them, and wilt not thoy, . 
O Lord; whoſe compaſſions as far excced 
* er cature-compaſſions, as the ſeaexcecds a 
«x drop: O my Father, pity me, ſupport we, 
A 5 0 deliver me.” _ | 
| 3 Ob, how acceptable i is this to God! how . 
2 e to the ſoul! _ 

We may alſo make our complaint to men. | 

25 6. did Job, chap. xix. 21. Have pity, have 

iy on me, O ye my Friends, fer 1 the hand of God 

Bath torched me. And. it is a mercy, if we 
4 Fe any friends that are wiſe, faithful and 
5 2 —Expetjenced, They are born for ſuch a time 
3 = is, Prov. xvii. 17 But be they what they 
Will, they cannot pity as God, relieve and 
occur as he: And oftentimes we may {ay- 
with Job, <bad- xxi. 4. A., for me, is" My. 
-. complaint to men; and, if it ꝛuere, "why ſhould 
. nit my ſpirit be troubled As if he fouls. 15 
WMhat great advantage can get by theſe om. 
Plat nts? J 2525 bunden the AY of 2 8 3 5 


. 8 Ys 2 
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but how little doth that eaſe my own ? Yet; 


ced tender Chriltian, is ſome relief, and ths 


the very opening of the heart to an pern? 


engaging his prayers is more. Thus far 70 = 


the iniquity of his heels compaſſeth him abone 


mean ſafely: in all this there is. no danger. =" 
Thirdly, The afflicted perſon may ordinar- 

ny accuſe, judge and condemn himſelf, for 

being the cauſe and procurer of his own trou> | 

bles. He may lawfully be diſcontented, ang 

vexed with himſclf for his own folly, when 


And truly it is but ſeldom that any great at- 
fliction befals a gracious perſon, hut he AU 
the need of ſuch a rod before he felt it. 
Hath God ſmitten thy child or friend, aud 
didſt thou not foreſee ſome ſharp trial m > 1 
ing? Did not thy fond, ſecure, carnaltemper - 
need ſuch x ſcourge, to awaken, Jacken, "wi 
and purge thee ? Or if you did not foreſeen,” 2 oY 
it is now your duty to ſearch and examing 4 
yourſelves. So the church in her afflictions 
reſolved, Lam. iii. 40. Let us ſearch and 1 5 


_ cur ways, When God is ſmiting, we ſhonid” 


& 
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be ſcarching. Surely our iniquities will en- -| 5 
quire after us, if we will not enquire after. | 
them. Tea, ip the day of affliction, a gra- 1 | 

, cious ſoul is inquiſitive about nothing. more. 
than the procuring and provoking cauſe of his 
troubles, Job. x. 2. Shew me ewherefore thou | 
_ contenideſf with me As if he ſhoutd fay, Lord, 


2 t W corruption is it that this 26s 1 


2 When e 5 . 55 N 
fokn to rebuke? What ſinful neglect doth it 
come to humble me for? O diſcover it now] 


to me, and recover me now from it. 
Aud having found the root and canſe of 


their troubſes, ingenuous fouls will ſhame 


themſelves for it, and give glory to God by a 


humble ſubmiſſion, and viodication of the e- 


quity of his proceedings, Job vii. 20. I Fave 


farmed, what fhall I ds unto thee, thou preſer ver 
of men He thinks it no ſhame freely to diſ- 
cover unto God, and deeply to abaſe bimſelf 


* . him, for his folly. * 


+ Er:member a choice note that Mr. Bright- 


man bath in his Commentary upon the Canti- | 
; cles. 


wh Holy men (faith he) after their hearts are 


te renewed by repentance, are not aſhamed to 


* remember and confeſs their flips and ſhame- 


i fol falls, to the glory of God; for they ac- 
count that glory which ſuch confeſſions take 
be from them is not loſt, while it goes to the 


glory of God.” If his glory may riſe our 
K our ſhame, how willing ſhould we be to 


take ſuch ſhame to us? Holy David was. not 


ahamed to acknowledge, Pf. xxxviii..5. Hy 


is avound; ind and are corrupt, becauſe of my 4 


neſs. He is the wiſeſt man t that Tas be- 
fools himſelf before God. © 

It is true, God may afflict for prerogative, 

or for trial; but we may always de caule vo 
mpogh in ourſelves, and it is fafeſ} to chay . 
it [pon our own folly. "0 Wo 


* * * 
We * 2 1 1 1 
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_ Laſtly The afflicted Chriſtian miy, in a 
humble ſubmiſſive manner, plead with God, 
and de earneſt for the removal of the affiition, 
When affliction preſſeth us above ſtrength, 


when it diſables us for duty, or hen it gives 
advantage to temptation, then we may ſay, 
with David, Remove the flroke from me, I am 
conſumed by 155 blow of thine hand, Pl. xxxix. 
10. Ever: our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the day 
of his troubles, poured out his ſoul with _ 


ſtrong cries and tears, ſaying, Father, if a 
be ꝛbilling, let this cup paſs from me, Lüke xh. 
42. Oppreſſed nature deſires eaſe; and even 


our renewed natufe defires freedom from 


thoſe clogs and temptations, which hinder ns | 1 
in duty, or expoſe us to ſnares. Thus far | 


we may ſafely go. 


Bur forrow then becomes Cott: and ere. 35 


ſive When, 
Fir, It cauſeth ns to gb 26d acſſits * 


our other mercies and enjoyments;” as wall 
things ia compariſon of what we have ot 

It often falls out, that the ſetting of Gn 
comfort clouds and benighes all the reſt, Hur 


an 
I poſes * * 2 1 


. e 
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1 k 
4. 


e 
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tears for our loft enjoyments, ſo Bliad our a 


eyes, that we can dot ſee the many other mer<.” - 
cies which yet remain. We take fo much 4 
"tice of why is gone, rhat we take little or no 
notice of hat is left, But this is very fin ful; 
fla it involves in it, both i igorageen ige 
4 os; [an 8 3 
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Is is a fin ſpringing from ignorance. Did 
we know the deſert of our ſins, we ſhould ra- 
ther wonder to fee one mercy left, than that 
twenty are cut off. They that know they 
* have forfcited every mercy, ſhould be thank- 
ful that they enjoy any, and patient When mey 
loſe any of their comforts. 8 
Did we know God, even that 1 
Lord, at whoſe dipola our comforts come 
and go, who can the next moment blaſt ail 
chat remain, and turn you into hell after- 
wards, you would prize the mercies he yet 
1 data to you at a higher value. Did you 
=: underſtand the fickle vaniſhing nature of the 
3 creature, What a flower,” what a bubble it is: 
On, how thank ful would you be to find ſo 
* many yet left in your poſſeſſion. 8 
Da you know the caſe of thouſands, as 
= ED g50d, ven, better than you, whoſe whole 
F--huceft of comfort in this world, is but a. 
| Hhandful to the gleanings of the Lomiants ye 
„fill enjoy, who in all their lives never were 
owners of ſuch comfortable enjoyments x5you 
NOW overloo! K, furely you Wong Bot. act as 


"4x kn SB 


N "ION. do. + 
Þ* 7 Beſides, what vile ingr avail} is in f this £6 
YY What, arc all your remaining mercies 1 
nothing? vou h. aye buried. a child, a friends; 15 
Well, but fill you have a huſband ie, 
Per children; or if got, you have coy... 4 


ble Accomm dations for Jouſeves, Wink 
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health to enjoy them; or if not, yet * vou 
the ordinances of God; it may be an intereſt. 
in Chriſt, and in the coveranty pardon. of fin, 
and hopes of glory. What! and yer Gak at 
this rate, as if all your wercies, comforts and 
hopes, even in both worlds, were buried iu 
one grave. Muſt Ichabod be written upon. 
your beſt mercies, becauſe mortality is writ- 
ten upon one? Fie, fie, what ſhamefub1 ingra 4 
titnde is here? 4 
And really, friend, ſuch a carriage as this,” 
under the rod, is no ſmall provocation ta the - 
Lord, to go on in judgment, and make a f 
end * all that remains, fo that aff:Qtion call 
not riſe up the ſecond time. ke 
What if God, taking notice how little an: 3 1 z 
regardeſt the many undeferved favours thaw”. 
pet poſſeſleft, ſhould ſay, Well, ifthen thinks Kos 4 
eſt them not worth the owning neither de S | 5 9 
think them worth the continuing? Go, death, ot 4 
there is a huſband, a wife, other children ye 3 
left, ſmite them al. Go, ſickneſs, and reef I 
move the health of his body yet leſt ga, Tok... x 
ics, and impoveriſh his eſtate yet left; ge 
reproach, and blaſt his reputation, Which 
yer ſweet: What would you think: of i - - 

And yet, if you be out of Chriſt, you are in 4 

danger of. a far ſadder ſtroke. than either or 

all yet mentioned. What if God mend 5 | 
Prize ff thou not my mercy? Halt thod no va- 4 
8 Nos W * Waden al a tor be aan ee 
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long in thy fins and rebellions? Well then, I 


off that thread which hath kept thee io Ma- 
ay years from dropping into hell. | 
O think then what yon have done, by pro- 


tude! It is a dangerous thing to provoke God, 


N Ae the danger of this laſt and worſt ſtroke; yet 
know, you. have better mercies to loſe than 
N any you have yet loſt. Should God cloud 


> ner-man, how ſoon would you be convinced, 
that the foneral of your deareſt friend is but 
i tritſe to this? | 

Well then, whatever God takes, be ſtill 
= thanktal for what he leaves. It was the great 
min of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, that though 


= vieude in Egypt, miraculouſly fed them in the 
+ defart, and was leading them on to a land 


Ce (fay they) av had died in Egypt. And, 
Numb. Xi. 6. There i is ki, Ofen at * be bn Uſe, 


thee ? Is it nothing that Thave ſpared thee thus 


will ſtretch out my hand upon thy life, cut 


voking the Lord through your vile ingrati- 


when he is already in a way of judgment. 
And if you be his own people, and fo ont of 


your foul with doubts, let looſe Satan to buf- 
: fer you, remove joy and peace from your in- 


& that was flowing with milk and honey; yet 
on as any want did but begin to pinch 
them, preſently all theſe mercies were forgot- 
ten and lliighted, Numb. xiv. 12. Wayd e 


* 


5 God had delivered them from their cruel ſer- 8 


— * * TY 1 
* W 


that we either miad not at all, or are little or 


that Iſrael fled before the Philiſtines, that his” 


n 699 3 32K raph 
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affl cted ones. You fee both the ſin that is 
io it, and the danger that attends it. 

Secondly, And no leſs finfal are gur for- 
rows, when they ſo whollyingulph our hearts, 
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nothing ſenſible of the public evils and cala- _ 
mities which lie 2 the church and el 8 
of God. 2" 15 
Some Chiiſtians have ch public cult 1 
. that the church's troubles ſwallow up theixß 
perſonal trouble. Melancthon ſeemed to fake 
little notice of the death of his child; whom 
he dearly loved, being almoſt overwhelmed 2 
with the miſcrics lying on the chur ec. 
And it was a good evidence ob the graci- 
ouſueſs and publickneſs of Eli's ſpirit, Id, 
ſittiag in the gate anxiouſly waiting for 6” B 
ings from the army, when the udings came +4 


4 7 > , 
8 2 


two ſons, Hophni and Phinebas, was dead, 
and that the ark of God was taken, jult at 1 
the mention of that word, the ark of Cod, be- 
fore he heard out the wholl naffation,: his * : 
mind quickly preſaging the iſſue, be ſunk down 
and died, 1 Sam. iv. 17, 18. Othat was he 
fiakiog, the killing word! had the meſfen- 
ger topped at the death of his two ſons, Ike 
enough he had ſupported that burden, but the 9 
loſs of the ark as more to him than ona . 
r 8 "ES 
"i bow * back public hed appear $3 
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ven among profeſſors in this ſelfiſh generation? 


— 


May we not with the apoſtle complain, Phil. 
uw. 21. All feek their aun, and not the things 
that are of Chris? Few men have any great 


their own private intereſt. And what we ſay 
of cares, is as true of ſorrows : if a child dic, 


Ve are ready to dic t00, bat public calamities 
pierce us not. , 
How few ſuffer cither their domeſtic com- 


forts to be ſwallowed up in the church's 


troubles, or their domeſtic troubles to be 


ſwallowed up by the church's mercies! Now, 
when it is thus with us, when we little regard 


cares or defi igns lying beyond the bounds of 


what mercies or miſeries lie upon others, but 


dre whollyintent upon our own afflictions, 
(his is a ſinful ſorrow, and ought to de for- 
"44 rowed for. 


Thirdly, Our forrows then . Goful 


courſe with Reaven 1 is ſtopt and interrupted by 


How long can we fit alone muſing upon a 
dead creature? Here our thoughts eaſily flow, 
* but how hard to fix them upon the living 


God! When our hearts ſhould be in heaven 
with our Chriſt, they are in the grave with 
our dead. May not many afflicted fonls _ 


3 and exorbitant, when they divert us from, or 
+ Giltratt us in our duties, fo that our inter- 


©: Joftly complain that their tronbles had taken 
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Away their Chriſt from them, (I mean, as ta 
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ſwect ſenſible communion) and laid FR dead . 


child in his room. 


Poor creature, ceaſe to weep any * 


y for thy dead relation, and weep rather for 


P 4 ” „ 
N i nnn e ̃ . ITT , 
— 4 * 8 n - 

4 * A ©; 


thy dead heart. 1s this thy n with 


God's deſign in afflicting thee?” What, o 
grow a greater ſtranger to him than before 
or is this the way to thy cure aud comfort in 


affliction, to refrain prays. and turn thy back | 


upon God, 


Or if thou dareſt not wholly neglect thy 
duty, yet thy affliction ſpoils the ſucceſs and 
aud comfort of it; thy heart is wapdering, 


dead, diſtracted bn prayer and meditation, ns 
that thou haſt no relief'op comfort from it. 
Roe up thyſelf, Chriſtian, and canf — 


this is not right. Surely the rod Works not 
kindly now. What, did thy love to God e 


pire when thy friend expired ? ? Is thy heart 


as cold in duty, as his body is in the grave 245 
Hath natural death ſeized um, and ſpiritual. 4 

_ deadnets ſeized thee ? Sure them thou haſkge 
more reaſon to lament thy dead heart, than 


thy dead friend. Divert the ſtream of thy 


troubles ſpeedily, and labour to recover 9 


ſelf out of this temper quickly ; leſt ad ex pe- . 


rience ſhortly tell thee, that what thou go 


 motrnedt for, is but a trifte to Mat thou ſhalt 
mourn for hereafter. . To loſe the heavenly 


warmth and fpiritual livelinels of thy affec- 
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loſs, than to loſe the wife of thy boſom, or 


the ſweeteſt child that ever a tender parent 
laid in the grave. 


Reader, if this be thy caſe, thou haſt rea- 


fon to challenge the firſt place among the 
mouyrners. It is better for thee to bury ten 
ſons, than to remit one degree of love or de- 


light in God. The end of God in ſmiting, 
was to win thy heart nearer to him, by re- 
moving that which eſtranged it; how then 
doſt thou croſs the very qeſigu of God in this 
diſpenſation? Muſt God 128 loſe his delight 


ia thy fellowſhip, becauſe thou heſt loſt thine 


in the creature? Surely when thy troubles 


thus accompaLy thee to thy cloſet, they are 


ſiaful and extravagant troubles. 
Feurthly, Ihen you may allo conglade your 


foro ws to be exceſſive and ſinful, when they 
ſo overload and oppreſs your Woes, as to 
endanger your lives, or render them uſcleſs 

du vafit for, ſer vice. N 


Warldiy ſorrows work death, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 4 


4k "that is, ſorrow after the manner of worldly 


men, ſorrow in a mere carnal, natural way, 
which is not yelieved by any foirkad) reaſon- 
ings and conſiderations. This falls fo heavy 


- * ſometimes upon the body, that it ſinks under 
the weight, and is caſt into ſuch diſeaſeg as 
"| are never more wrought off, or healedin this 
world. . Heavineſ7 in the Ae of 6 a man uber 


it Jos. ſth "or mad Prov. xii. - Ih: IVE ; 


When Sorrow Woo fat 


ſtouteſt body muſt ſtop under heart pre Ma 
It is with the mind of man (faith one) as 
with the ſtone tyrhenus: as long as it is whole 
it {wimmeth, but once broken it ſinks pe- 
ſently. Grief is a moth which, getting into 
the mind, will in ſhort time, make the body, 
be it never ſo ſtrong and well N 1 
iece, like an old ſeary garment. 
Philotophers and phyſicians generally rec- 
kon ſorrow among the chief cauſes of hort- 
ening life. Chriſt was a man of ſorrows, ad 
acquainted with griefs; and this, ſome think, 
was the reaſon that he appeared as a man of 
fifty, when he was little more chan thiaty | $ 
years old, John vin. 7.5 But His 8 Won 
were of acti kind, : 3 
Many a man's foul is to bis body, as + 1 
ſharp knife to a thin ſheath, which ea cuts 
it through, and what do we, by poring ank 
pondering upon our troubles, but whet the 
knife that it may cut the deeper. aud quitker 7 
Of all the creatures that ever God made (de- 
vils only excepted) man is the moſt able and 
apt to be his own 'tormentor... * | 
How unmercifully do we load our bodies 4 
in times of afflition ? How do we not on 
waſte cheir ſtrength by ſorrow, but deny re- 
lief and neceſſary refreſhment? They moſt 
Carr of the” load, bir be allowed no" refreſh- 5 
ment: If they can eat the bread oF AH, 


| and" drink tears, they may feed to Hf, 
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38 ] ÜUͤñ ben Sorrew becomes finful. 
But no pleaſant bread, no quiet ſleep is per- 
mitted them. Surely you would not "ul 0G 
a beaſt, as you do your own bodies; you 
would pity and relieve a brute beaſt groaning 
and ſinking under a heavy burden, but you 
© Will not pity nor relieve your own bodies. 
Some mens fouls have given ſuch deep 
wounds to their bodies, that they are never 
like to enjoy many eaſy or comfortable days 
more, whilſt they dwell in them. i 
| . Now this is very ſintul, and diſpleaſing to 
| Voq; for it he have ſuch 3 Peder care” for 
our de that he would not have us fwal-. 
lowed vp of over-much grief, no, thouph it 
he for lin, 2 Cor. ii. 7. but even to that for- 
row. fects bounds; how much Jeſs with out- 
ward forrow for temporal loſs? May not your 
ſtock of natural ſtrenpth be employed to bet- 
ter purpoſes think you than theſe ? "Time may 
$: | Tome, that you may earneſtly wiſh you had 
that health and ſtrength again to ſpend for 
God, which you now ſo laviſhly waſte, and 
' prodigally caſt away upon your troubles to no 
purpoſe, or advantage. 
It was therefore a high point of wiſdom in 
2 David, and recorded no doubt for our imi- 
of ration, who when the child was dead, ceaf. 
ed to mourn, but aroſe, waſhed himſelf, and 
est bread, 2 Sam. Xii. 20. 
| y, When affliction fours the forte | 
L with. Gſcontept, and makes it ae 
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bled for it before the Lord. 


ſuch trials; to have lovely and well pleated». © 
our neateſt and deareſt comforts, argues phat 2 8 
ly, that we love him for himſelf, and nt fer 


ſuch is the comfort that hath reſulted to . 
from ſuch diſcoveries of their ewn hearts, by.” ” 


ken Ser becopes fufut. 3 


| againſt the hand of God, then our 
trouble is full of ſin, and we n to debum- . 


1 


Whatever God doth with us or ours, fl 
we ſnould maintain good thoughts of him. A 
gracious: heart cleaves nearer and nearer 0 
God in affliction, and can juſtify God in his 
ſcvereſt ſtrokes, acknowledging them to be 
all juſt and holy, Pial. cxix. 75. 7 know 1 — 
that thy judgment are right, and that thou in, 


faithfulneſs haſt afftieted me. And hereby the: 


ſoul may comfortably evidence toirfelf its own _ » Kh 


5 uprightneſs, and ſincere love to God. Lea, $ 


it hath been of ſingular uſe to ſome ſonls, to Y 
take right meaſures of their love to God ig 


ſe. 


thoughts of God, even when he ſmites us m 


his gifts only And that his intereſt in the heart; 4 | 
is deeper than any creature. ntereſt ĩs. And 


cloſe ſmarting afflictions ; that they wouldage: .. 5 


part with it, to have their -comforts (whole. 
5 removal eee them) given ek? . 9 


of it. 1 8 


n el with ee diſeontent, ns = 19 


have ha d thoughts of God, as if he had dong, 25 


ug Wrong, or dealt more ſeverely with us than = 
f Ben, rod wa vile . eue 8 7 ; 
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„ 49 | "hen —— 9 7 7 
ing from an evil root; a very carnal, igno- 
rant, proud heart; or at leaſt from a very diſ- 
tempered, if renewed heart. So it was with 
Jonah, when God ſmote his gourd, Yea, 
faith he, 1 do well to be angry, even unto death, 
J8nah iv. 9. Poor man, he was highly dil. 
tempered at this time, and out of frame; this 
was not his true temper, or ordinary frame, 
but a ſurprize; the effect of a paroxyſm of 
temptation, in which his paſſions had been o- 
ver-heated. | 

Fe dare to vent it in ſuch language. But 
how many have their hearts imbittered by diſ- 
content, and ſecret riſings againſt the Lord? 
Which, it ever the Lord open their eyes to fee, 
- will coſt them more trouble than ever that of 
afffiction did, which gave the occaſion of it. 

I deny not, but the beſt heart may be tempt- 

ed to think and ſpeak frowardly concerning 
theſe works of the Lord; that envious adver- 
þ - fary the devil will blow the coals, and labour 
to blow up our ſpirits at ſuch time into high 
F diſcontent: The temptation was ſtrong even 
upon David himſelf, to take up hard thoughts 
of God, and to conclude, Verily, I have cleanſ- 
f ed my heart invain. As it he had ſaid, How 
little privilege from the worlt of evils hath/a, 
man by bis godlineſs ? But he ſoon ſup preſſed 
ſuch motions, I. foculd fay thus, I 2 2 
e the generation of thychildren. Mean- * 
3 that he mould condemn the Who: race 
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of godly men through the world; for whois 
there among them all, but is, or hath, or _ 

be afflicted as ſeverely as myſelf? | 
Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto God, 7 love. 
borne chaſtiſement, Taviil not offend any more, Job 
XXXIiv. 3. Whatever God doth with you, 

ſpeak well, and think well of him, and his 
Works. 

Sixthly, Our 83 0 due bound 
when we © contin excite and proves wa 
by willing irritations.. - | 

Grief, like a lion, loves to * wth us bus. 


fore it deſtroys us. And ſtrange it is, that 


we ſhould find ſome kind of pleaſure in ou £7 


ing our ſorrows. It is Seneca's obſervation, | 
and experimentally true, * That even o 


6 itſelf hath a certain kind of delight attend. wg 4 


: ing it.“ 
The Jews that were with Maryi in hes Re 
to comfort her, When they ſauu that ſpe u 


faith Calvin, « that ſeek to Provoke their trou- 


« bles, by going to the grave. or alten look- 1 


ing upon the dead body.” e 


Ihus we delight to look upongþe relics of 
our deceaſed friends, and often to mention 
their actions and ſayings, not ſo much for . 
ny matter of holy and weighty inſtruction, r 
imitation, for that would warrant and com- 94 


6 mend whe action; but rather to rub the wounds... 
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at Paſt ty, folJowoed her, e She goeth to the 5 2 ; 
grave #0 Weep there, Joka Xl. 32. as they do, ©: ONS 
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and fetch freſh blood from/it, by piercing our 


ſelves with ſome little, trivial, yet wounding 


circuniſtances. I have known many that will 
fit and talk of the features, actions, and ſay- 
ings of their children, for hours togitther, and 


_ weep at the rehearſal of them, and that for 


many months after they are gone; fo keeping 
the wound continually open, and excruciating. 
their own hearts without any benefit at all by 


them: A lock of hair, or ſome ſuch trifles, 
muſt be kept for this purpoſe, to renew their 
 Jorrow daily, by locking on it. On this ac- 


count, Jacob would not have his fon called 
Benoni, left it ſhould renew his ſorrow, but 


e ee 
I am far from commending a brutiſh obli- 


Vion of our dear relations, and condemn it as 
much as I do this childiſh and unprofitable re- 


membrane. O friends! we have other things 


to do under the rod than theſe: Were it not 


better to be ſearching our hearts and houles, 
when God's rod is upon us, and ſtudying 


bow to anfiver the end of it, by mortifying 


thoſe. corruptions which provoke it? Surely 


the rod works not kindly till it comes to this. 


© Seventhlg Laftly, Our ſorrows may then be 
e nced ſinful, wen they deafen our cars 
to all the wholeſome and ſeaſonable words of 


counſel and comfort," ofbeed us for our relief | 
and ſupport. | | 


cla Xxxi. is 4. voice was beard in Ke, 
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1 mentation * bitter 2 983 Racket Weeping 

or ber children, and would not be comforted for 
Her children, bei auſe they were not. She will 
admit no comfort, her diſeaſe is curable by no 
other means but the reſtoration of her chil- 


dren; give her them apain and ſhe wall be; | 
quict; elfe you ſpeak unto the air, ſhe regards "4 


not whatever you ſay. 


Thus Hracl in the crael bondage of F Egypt, 
Moſes brings them the glad tidings of deliver-' . 
ance; But they hearkened-nat to him, becauſe ef : > © 
_ the angu 205 of . and their eruel _— 7 * 


Exod. vi. 9. 


Thus obſtinately fixed are many in their 
trouble, that no words of advice or comfort 
find any place in them; yea, I have known 
ſome exceeding quick and ingenious, even a=. - 
| bove the rate of their common parts and ab 
lities, in inventing ſhifts, and framing obe 
tions to turn off comfort from themſelves, 
if they had been hired to plead against their 
own intereſt ; and if they be driven from thoſe - 
pleas, yet they are ſettled in their troubles, ta 
faſt to be moved; fay what you will, they = 
mind it not, or, at moſt,” it abides not upon 
" then. Let proper, ſeaſonable advice; or 


comfort be tendered, they refuſe it; fur 


cqunſel is good, but they have flo heart to it 


now. Theis Pal. Ixxviti. 10. My . (6d . 
be) refuſed to be comforted, _ 


: _ 
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0. want comfort in time oF aſtiftiog is: n 


5 The oft ed Mating cat 
aggraration of our affliction ; but to refuſe it 
when offered us, wants not fin. Time may 
com: when we would be glad to receive com- 

fort, or hear a word of ſupport, and ſhall be - 
| {Þ. | denicd it. 

O it is a mercy to the afflicted to have Bar- 
nabas with them, an interpreter, one among 
a"thouland ; and it will be the great ſin, and 
feily of the afflicted, to {pill thoſe excellent 
cerdials prepared and offered to them, like wa- 

ter upon the ground, out of afroward, or dead 
ſpirit, under trouble. Say not, with them, 

Jam. lit. 18. 19. My hope is periſhed from the 

1 1 08 remembering mine affliction and my miſe- 

the wworniawod and the gall. It is a thous 

25 ind pities the wormwocd and gall of affliction 

mould ſo diſguſt a Chriſtian, as that he ſhould 

„ pot at any time be able to reliſh the ſweetneſs 

that is in Chriſt, and in the promiſes. And 

tas have diſpatched the firſt part of my de- 

ia, in ſhewing you wherein the fin of 

mourners doth not lie, and in what it doth. 

Szcondly, Having cleared this, and ſhewa _ 

| you whercin the fin and danger lies; my way 
is prepared to the ſecond thing propoſed, © 
ly, To diſſuade mourners from theſe fin. 

= ful exceſſes of ſorrows, and keep the golden 

| bridle of moderation upon their paſſions: in 

t times of afffiction. And O that my words 

may be as ſucceſsful upon thoſe penſive ſouls 

* that Sal read chem, as HOY were to 0 Ba- 
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5 the ather be wholiy neglected; they have as 
ſtrong and tender, though not as regular A 


1 Dev lulferec to ſink under their waere 


The + EY A „ 4 5 
vid, 1 Sam. xxv. 32. who, when he per- 
ceived how proper and ſeaſonable they were, 
. ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord Ged of Iſrael, who. 
ſent thee this day to meet me 188 bleſſed be * 
adliuce. 
I am ſenſible how hard a 0 it is 1 dere 
undertake, to charm down, and allay muti- 
nous, raging, and tumultuous paſſions; to 


give a check to the torrent of paſſion, is . 


divarily but to provoke it, and make it gy"; 
and {well the more. 

The work is the Lord's, it hath depends 
upon his power and bleſſing. He that faith” 
to the ſea, when the waves thereof roar, Be 


ſtill; can alſo quiet and compoſe the ſtormy - 


and tumultuous fea, chat rages in the-brealts. 


of the afflicted, and caſt up nothing ht "4 
froth of vain and uſe'eſs complaints of one 


miſery, or the dirt of ſinful and wicked , 


plaints of the dealings of the Lord withwus. 2 
ili 


The rod of affliction goes round, aud N 


upon the tabernacles of the juſt and the dg 


_ juſt, the righteous and the wicked; both are 


mourning under the rod. 
The godly are not ſo to bn minded, as aba 


fections to their relations, and muſt not be 


5 Is 2 8 S 
- 4 


be; 
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all ſorts of perſons without difference. It 8 " 


* 
a=" 
5 
5 
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Here therefore I muſt have reſpect to Wo 
ſorts of perſons, whom I find in tears upon 


the ſame account; I mean the loſs of their 
dear relations, the regenerate and the unre- 


generate. I am a debtor to both, and ſhall 
endeavour their ſupport and aſiſtance : for 
even the unregenerate call for our help and 
pity, and muſt not be negleed and whally 


 Aighted in their affliftions. We ' mult pity 


them that cannot pity themſelves. The law 
of God commands us to help a beaſt, if fallen 
under its burden; how much more a man 
fiokipg under a load of forrows ? 

I confeſs, uſes of comfort to the unregene- 


tate are not (ordinarily) in uſe among us, 


and it may ſeem ftrang - whence any thing of 


* -fopport ſhould be drawn for them, that have 


no ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, or the promiſes. 


T confeſs alſo, I find myſelf under great 
iadyantages for this work; I cannot offen 
temthoſe reviviog cordials that are contain- 


ed in Chriſt and the covenant, for God's af- 


4 ficted people; but yet ſuch is the goodneſs 
of God, even to his enemies, that they are 


not left wholly without ſupportz or means 
to allay their ſorrow. 


If this therefore be thy caſe, whe readeſt 


9 theſe lines; afflicted and unſanctiſied, mour n- 
+ ang bitterly for thy dead friends, and; more 


LS and bee as vel as childleſs or a - 


cauſe to mourt for thy dead foul, Chriſtieſs 


"The 1 unJancTified” TWIOHYNer Yi * * 
: leſs: no comfort in hand, nor yet in bope, 
1 of trouble, and no vent by prayer, or | 
4 faith, to caſe thy heart. 
9 


-, 7 


Poor creature, thy caſe is fad, but yet do 
not wholly fink, and ſuffer thyſelf to be ſwal- 
lowed up of arief; hou haſt laid thy dear 
one in the grave, yet throw not thyſelf head- 
Jong into the grave after him; that will not. 
be the way to remedy thy miſery : but ſit 
down a while, and ponder theſe three things. 
Hui, That of all perſons in the world," 
thou haſt moſt reaſon to be tender over thx 
life and health, and careful to preſerve t? 
for if thy trouble deſtroy thee, thou art e 
ternally loſt, 'and undone for ever. wo 
forrow, ſairh the apoſtle, works death. And 
if it works thy death, it works thy da mus 
tion alſo; for hell follows that pale horke, * 
Rev. vi. 8. If a believer dies, there is na 4 
danger of hell to him: the ſecond death Han 
no power over him; but wog td thee, if it 
overtake thee in thy ſin: beware e 4 
what thou doft againſt thy health and life; 1 
do not put the candle of forrow too near that” | 
thread, by which thou hangeſt over che 


mouth -of hell. 
O it is far better to be childleſs or benden 


on earth, than hopeleſs and n in 


eu Own: and admire the ou 18 1 
bene of Gag manifeſted ”, rep in this. 
* 8 2} Fab + T 
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family to ſmite and carry off one, it had not 
fallen to thy lot to be the perſon: thy huſ- 
band, wife, or child is taken and thou art 
left: had thy name bees in the commiſſion, 
thou hadſt now been paſt hope. f 
1 O the iparing mercy of God ! the wonder- 
ful long-{uffering of God towards thee! 
= Poſlibly that poor creature that is gone, ne- 


poor child never abuſed mercies, neglected 


= gilt that thou baſt done: ſo that thou might- 
ea well imagine it ſhould rather have cut 
bee down, that hadſt ſo provoked God, 

- than thy poor little one. 
| = Bot, © the admirable patierce of God! 
O the riches of his long-ſuffcring ! Thou art 
8 warned, not ſmitteu by it: is there no- 
ttiog in this, worth thankful acknowledge- 
es it not better to be in black for ano- 
on earth, than in the blackneſs of dark- 
ber cver ? Is it not caſier to go to the 
eich thy dead friend and weep there, 

nan to go to hell among the damned, where 
there is weeping and wailing, and Helling | 
is at A 

Nah, This affliction 5 wh tho 
wourneſt, m may be the greateſt mercy to thee 
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Nas that when death came into thy 


| * ver provoked God as thou haſt done; thy 


= calls, treaſured up the thouſandth part of that 


* that ever yet befel thee in thi ys world, God... "© 


11 
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Advice aid % 6 to the je Guy, E b. ; 
ſhewed thee the vanity of this world, 3 
what a poor trifle it is which thou madeſt by 
happineſs : there is now a dark cloud ſpread 
over all thy worldly comforts. Now, O 
now | if the Lord would bat ſtrike in with 
| this afflition, and by it open thine eyes to- 
ſce thy deplorable Rate, and take off thy 
heart for ever from the vain world Which 
thou now ſeeſt hath nothing in it; and caute 
thee to chuſe Chriſt the only abiding good, 

for thy portion. If now thy affliction may 
but bring thy ſie to remembrance, and ty 
dead friend may but bring thee to a ſcaſe of 
thy dead ſoul, which is as cold to God and” 
ſpiritual things, as his body is t thee j ad 


FY by - * 
r 4 * E 8 
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more lothſome in his eyes than that corpſe is; 4 


or ſhortly will be to the eyes of men, then 


this day is certainly a day of the greateſt e 7 


cy that ever yet thou ſaweſt. O happy deaths... 
that ſhall prove life to thy foul. £5 


Why this is ſometimes the way of the Lort I | J : 


with men, Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. If they: be 


bound in fetters, and Kiba: in cords of offliftion ; 5 2 3 


then he  ſbewweth them their ort, and the N 


greſſous that they have exceeded, - He pe abs: 


fo their ear to diſcipline, and commanderh that 
41 return from iniquitiy 

0 coſider, poor penſire creature; er 
9 Which ſtole away thy heart from God is now 
gone; that which eat up thy time god 
hs ought, that we Was no room. . 


Naa oe TYP 


i bw aud $, ubpart t the Godly, © 


k, n. or eternity in them, is gone: all the 


vain expectations that thou raiſedſt up to 
thyſelf, from that poor creature which no 
lies in the duſt, are in one day quite periſhed. 


O whatan advantage haſt thou now for hea- 


ver, beyond whatever thou yet hadſt! if 
God will but blefs this rod, thou wilt have 
cauſe to keep many a thankſgiving-day tor 


this day. 
I pray let theſe thine things be pondered 


by you. I can bcſtow no more comforts up- 
on you, your condition bars the beſt com- 
Forts from you; they belong to the people 


L. of God, and you have yet nothing to do 


with them. | N A 
1 ſhall therefore turn "= you to this, 


* and preſent ſome choicer comforts to them, 


| 5 60 whom. they properly belong, which may 


be of great uſe to you in reading; if it be but 
td convince you of the blefſed privilege and 
4 of the people of God in the greateſt 
ages of troubles in this world, and what 
b. their intereſt in Chriſt gives them 
for peace and = beyond that ſtate 


vou are ig. 
And ei do with much more dem 


and hope of ſucceſs, apply myſelf to the work 


q: FR oe counſelting and comforting the afflicted. 


Ton are the fearers of the Lord, and tremble 
at his word the leaſt fin is more formidable 


0 CO cy wo — affüction. * 


, 
— ps 


hath done; but you may not de ſo heres: Te 


nnn fe Bk ond hogs 1B] * . 


leſs. you would rather chuſe to bury all your 


children, than provoke and prieve your hea- 
_ venly Fathgr. Your relations are dear, but 


Chriſt is dearer to you by far. 


Well then, let me perſuade you to retire a 
while into your cloſets, redeem a little time 
from your unprofitable forrows, cafe and 
empty your hearts before the Lord, and beg” 


his bleſſing upon the relieving, quieting, and 


heart-compoling conſiderations that follow; 


ſome of which are more general and common, 


ſome more particular and ipecial; but all of 


them ſuch as, through the bleſſing of Go, 


may be very uſeful at this time to your ſouſs. a 
Conſid 1. Conſider, in this day of forrow,. 


who is the framer and author of this rod x 
which you now ſmart; is it not the Lord: 
And if the Lord hath done it, it becomes you | 
meekly to ſubmit, Pfal. xlvi. 10. Be th,” 
and know that I am God. 

Mau and man ſtand upon even 5 2 
if your fellow- creature does aay thing that- 
ditpleaſes you, you may not only; enquire.” 
who did it, but why. he did it? You way 
demand his grounds and reaſons for What he 


2 ged, that this one thing, Te yr 
, ſhould without any farther 


putes, or conteſts, ſilence and quiet vou, 
whatever it be that he hath done, Job. XX, 9 


| 2 e thou I againſt him?” 9 . 
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ck not account of any of his matters. The 
ſupreme Being muſt needs be an unaccounta- 
ble and uncontroulable Being. 
4 It is a ſhame for a chid to ſtrive with his 
father; a ſhame for a ſervant to contend with 
his maſtcr : but for a creature to quarrel and 
fſtrive with the God that made him, O how 
ſhameful is it! Surcly it is highly reaſonable 
that you be ſubject to that will whence you 
proceeded, and that he who formed you-and 
© yours, ould diſpoſe of both as ſeemeth him 
good. It is ſaid, 2 Sam. iti. 36. That what- 
feuer the king did, pleaſed all the Peopie : And 
F + mall avy thing the Lord doth diſpleaſe you? 
He can do no wrong : If we pluck a roſe in 
the bud as we walk in our gardens, who ſhall 
blame us for it? It is our own, and we may 
CEE: it as often as we pleaſe : Is not this the 
ale? Thy ſweet bud which was cropt off 
*before it was fully blown, was cropt off by 
5 that owned it, yea, by him that formed 
If his dominion be abſolute, ſure his 
ee ſhould be acceptable. 
7 © It was fo to good Eli, Sam. iii. 18. 1 is 
i Lord, let him ds what ſcemeth bim good + 
Kuh it was fo to David, Plal. xxxix. 9. 1 
ua dumb, Topencd not my mouth ; berg boi 
. didft 11 O let it be for ever _ ed, 
That he whoſe name is FEHOV AH, is: the . 
es Fhgh, over all the earth, Pfal. Ixxxiti. 18. 
1 he —_— ſovereignty of God is mY 'S 
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$64 7 

5 F E; . FE k 
* N 

. "HR "GALE DI R N P 6 


under the Lofs of their Relations.” ' 3 | || 
riou{ly diſplayed in two things, his decrees 
and his providences. With reſpect to the 
| firſt, he faith, Rom. ix. 15. I will have mere 
cy en whom 7 ul have mercy. * Here is 0 
ground of diſputing with him; for it is aid, 
ver. 20. Why art thou, O man, that replieff E 
again God? Shall the thing formed ſay to hum 7 
that formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus f- 
Hath not the potter power over the clay? 4 
And as to his providence, wherein his ſo- 
vereignty is alſo manifeſted, it is ſaid, Zech. 
i. 14. Be filent, O all fleſh, before the Lord, 5 
fer he is raiſed up out of his habitation. It is 
ſpoken of his providential working in he 
changes of kingdoms, and deſolations that 9 
attend them. = 
Now, ſeeing the caſe ſtands thus, that * 
the Lord hath done it: it is his pleaſure to; 8 
have it ſo; and if it had not been his WI, 
it could never have been as it is: He that gave” f 
thee, (rather lent thee) thy relation, HR 
taken bim; O how quiet ſhould this conſis 
deration leave thee | If your landtard, who: i 
hath many ycars ſuffered you to dwell in his 
N houſe, do at laſt warn you out of it, though 7 
| || = tell you not Why; you will not contin” 3 
1 With, or ſay he hath done you; wrong: 
much if he tells you it will de more: r 
huis protit and accommodation, to take it into _ 3 
his own hand, than let it to you any longer. - 4 
| "Doubtlcis reaſon will tel] you, you . 
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die them too; for, hey leave theity 
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+ to pack up and quit it. It is your 
great Landlord from whom you hold (at 
pleaſure) your own, and your relations lives, 


that hath now warned you ont from one of 


them. It being more for his glory (it may 
be) to take it into his own hand by death; 
and muſt you diſpute the cafe with him? 
Come, Chriſtian, this no way becomes 
thee, but rather, Job. i. 21. The Lord gave, 
8 the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the 
me af the Lord. Look off from a dead crea- 
"aire: lift op thine eyes to the ſovereign, wiſe, 
and holy pleaſure, that ordered this afflic- 
tion: conſider who he is, and what thou art: 
\_ yea, purſue this conſideration till thou canſt 
b Lam now filled with the will of God. 
Confed. 2. Ponder well the quality of the 
comfort you are deprived of, and remember, 
khat when you had it, it ſtood but in the rank 
Aud order of common and inferior comforts. 
Children and all other relations are but 
oed bleſlings, which God iodifferentiy 
beftows upon his friends and enemies, and 
5 the having or loſing of them, no man 


| knows either love or hatred. It is ſaid of 


the wicked, Pſal. xvii.*14. that they are full 
*/; childreo, yea, and of children that ſur- 


to their babe; Full of Gio, yet full oF chil 
; dren, and theſe children live to inherit their 15 


rents fins and eſtates together. 4 | 


x * 
* . = 4 
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It is the miſtakiug of the quality and na- ; q 


ture of our enjoyments, that fo plunges us in- 
to trouble when we loſe them. We think 


there is ſo neceſſary a connection betwixt || 


theſe creatures and our happineſs, that we 
are utterly undone when they fail us. 

Bot this is our miſtake; there is no ſueh 
neceſſary connection or depdhdance, we may 


be happy without theſe things. It is not fa- _ 4 
ther, mother, wife or child, in Which our 


chief good and felicity lies, we have higher, 
better, and more enduring things than theſe, 


all theſe may periſh, and yet our foul bg fe- 1 
cure and ſafe; yea, and our comfort in thb 


way, as well as end, may be ſafe enough, 
though theſe be gone. God hath better 4 
things to comfort his people with than theſe, .. 4 
and worſe rods to affſict you with than te 
removal of theſe : Had God let your chi. 
dren live and flouriſh, and given you ue - 
and reſt in your tabernacle, but in the mean * 
time inflicted ſpiritual judgements upon our 
ſouls, how much more fad had Four caſe 
been? | x | 
But as long as our beſt mercies are all ſafe, + 
the things that have ſalvation in them remain, } 


and only the things that have'vanity in them F 4 


are removed: you are not prejudiced, ot 

much hindered as to the attainment of your | 

aft end by the loſs of theſe things. 
Os it was not Cho intent to porchaſe, 
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for you a ſenſual content in the enjoyment of 


- theſe earthly comforts, but to redeem vou 


from all iniquity ; purge your corruptions ; .. 
fanctify your natures : wean your hearts from 
this vain world: and fo to diſpoſe and order 
your preſent condition, that finding no reſt and 
content here, vou wigbt the more. ardently 
pant and ſigh after the reſt which remains for 


ki he people of God. And are you not in as 
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£4. probable a way to attain this end row as you 
EE: were before? Do you think you are not as 


Bkely by theſe methods of Providence to be 


wesned from the world, as by more pleaſant 
and profperous ones; every wiſe man reckons. 
"that ſtation and condition to be beſt for him, 
Which moſt promotes and ſecures his laſt end 
"and great deſign. 


Well then, reckon you are as well without 
bete things as with them; yea, and better 
100 If they were but clogs and ſnares upon 
your affections, you have really loſt nothing, 
i the things wherein your eternal happineſs 
-conhſicth, be yet ſafe. | Many of God's dear- 
eſt ene been denied ſuch comforts 


as theie; and many have been deprived of f $a 


rcp and yet never the farther from Chriſt 

aud heaven for that. —_— 

Confide 3. Always remember that Kew on 
und unexpected ſoever your parting with your -- 


relations was, yet your leaſe was expired hes”. . . 
fore yoo! loſt 855 and e 1 e ol 
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very moment of the time that God — 


them for you. 

Before this relation, whoſe loſs you lament, 
was born, the time of your enjoyment and ie» 
paration was unalterably fixed and limited in 
heaven, by the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh; 
and although it was a ſecrct to you whilſt your 
friend was with you; yet now it. is a plain aud 
evident thing, that this was the time of ſepa- 
ration before appointed; and that the life of 
your friend could by no means be protracted 
or abbreviated, but miſt keep you company 
juſt fo far, and then part with you. 

This poſition wants no full and clear ſerip- 


ture authority for its foundation: how preg- 


nant and full is that text, Job xiv. 5. Sering 
his days are determined; the number of his months 
art with thee, thou. haf appointed him Ps. eulogy, = 
which he cannot paſs. 

The time of our life, as well a8 the place 


of our habitation, was prefixed before we wergy 


born. 
It will ereatly conduce to your t e N 
and peace to be well eſtabliſhed in this truth; 
that the appointed time was fully came, When 


you and your dear relation pavted ; for it wi 5 


prevent and ſave a great deal of trouble which 
comes from our after-refleCtions. 8 

O if this had been done, or that omitted ; 
had it not been for ſuch miſcarriages and o- 
en * dear nn * of child 
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time was fully come, and all things concur- 


reg, and fell in together to bring about. the 
pleaſure of his will; let that ſatisfy you: Had 
the ableſt ohyſicians 3 in the world been there, 


or had they that were there preſcribed ano- 


ther courſe, as it is now, ſo it would have 
been, when they had done all. Only it muſt 
be precautioned, that the decree of God no 
way excuſes any voluntary, or ſinful neglects, 
or miſcarriages. God over-rules theſe things 
-to ſer ve his own ends, bat no way approves 
"them; but it greatly relieves, againſt all our 
iavolndtary and unavoidable over- ſights and 


miſtakes about the uſe of means, or the tim- - 
ing of. them; for it could not be HT Os 


8 - than now it 18. 


*Objeetion. But many ings are Mledped? a- 
galt this poſition, and that with much ſeem- 
og countenance from ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, 
Pal. liv. 25. Blood-thirfly men ſhall not live 
Sar balf their days. Fccl. vii. 18. Why fhouldeft 
1 die before thy time ? Pal. cii. 24. O my 


God, tale me not awuay. in the midſf of my days. 
5 A. xXvii. 10. I am deprived of. the rejdue of . 


ear of the 


gears.” And Prov. x. 27. The 
1 55 d prolungei h days : but the years 0 
ell ſhail be ſhortened. It is demanded, What to- 


"Jerable! ſenſe we can give theſe ſcripraces, . _ 


Whilſt we aſſert an unalterable Rxation of the 
term 125 death. 1 „ 
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Slution. The ſenſe of theſe ſcriptures will * 


be cleared up to full ſatisfaction by en 
ing death and the terms of it. 
Fir, We muſt N death i into 
atural, and 


Violent. | 
The wicked and blood-thirfty m man mall not. * 


live out half his days; that is, half fo long ag 


he might live according to the courſe of Nas : 


ture, or the vigour and ſoundneſs of his na- 
rural conſtitution ; for his wickedneſs either 
drowns nature in an exceſs of riot and luxury, 


or expoſes him to the hand of juſtice, which -1 4 | 


cuts him off for his wickedneſs before by hath, 


accompliſhed half his days. 
Again, we muſt diſtinguiſh of the term, on. 


limit for death, which is either. 


L, # | # | $ 2 1 5 | p . ; 2 s 4 
Genera OT. | Z A SECLTEES „„ 
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Special. „„ 


The; N limits are now o ſoventyp or r eight=, 


ty years, Plal. xc. 16. , The days of our Years. .. | 
are threeſcore years and ten, and if by-reajax To 5 : 1 : 
frrength they be fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength.” 
labour and  forrow... 'Fo this ſhort mit, the.” "oh 


life of man is generally reduced fince the flood; . 


aud though there be ſome few exceptiong,, 


Ye the general rule is not thereby deſtroyrd 2 


The ſpecial limit is that proportion of time 
which God, by his own counſel and will,” 
hach allotted to every individual perſons” 5 
Ky is A known to 1 the erent: TING: we. 
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affirm to be 4 fixed and immoveable term; 
jt 1 With it all things ſhall fall in, and obſerve the 
will of Godin our diſſolution at that time. 

But becauſe the general limit is known, and 
this ſpecial limit 1 is a ſecret hid in God's own 
©; breaſt; therefore man reckons by the former 
© account, and may be faid, when he dies at 
thirty or forty years old, to be cut off in the 
midſt of his days; for it is ſo, reckoning by 
©: the general account, though he be not cut off 
till the end of his days: - reckoning by this ſpe- 
- cial limit. 

Thus he that is wicked lies ban his time; 

hat is, the time he might attain to in an or- 

— dinary. way; but not before the time God 
hath appointed: And Do | in Al other objected i 

Ee . | 

It is not proper at F o in a ſubject of Wis 

nature, to digreſs into a controveriy : Alas! 

8 poor mourner, overwhelmed with grief, 

- +hath no pleaſure in that; it is not proper for 
kim at this time, and therefore I ſhall, for the 
T4 1 Wave the controverſy, and Wind up 
: e conſideration with an humble and ſerious 
© * motion to the afflicted, that they will witely Z 

X: conſider the matter. The Lord's time was 

1. come, your relations lived with you every mo- 

ment that God intended them tor You, * 

4 had them. 

O parents |- mind this, een yours. the. 
_ time of your Child's contivuaſice i in ty wem | 
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was prefixed to a minute by the Lord; and 1 
when the parturient fulneſs of that time was 
come, were you not willing it ſhould be deli- 
vered thence into the world? The tender mo- 
ther would not have it abide one minute lon- 
ger in the womb, how well ſoever ſhe loved _- 
it; and is there not the ſame reaſon we ſhould: 
be willing, when God's appointed time is 
come, to have it delivered by death out of 
this ſtate, which, in reſpect of the life of hez® ÞF 
ven, is but as the life of a child in the womb, Ws 
to its life in the open world. $3 5 

And let none ſay the death of children is a 
premature death. God hath ways to ripe. 
them for heaven, whom he intends to gather. 
. thither betimes, which we know not: in te. 
ſpect of fitneſs, they die in a full age, though 
they be cut off in the bud of their time. 
He that appointed the ſeaſons of the year, 
appointed the ſeaſons ot: our comforts in our 
relations: And as thoſe ſeaſons cannot be al. 
tered, no more can theſe. All the courle 1 
Providence | is guided by an nnalterable decree: 7 # "1 
what falls out caſually to our apprehenſion, .. + 
yet, falls out neceſſaril yin 1 of God's 2 
pointment. | 

©: thergfore be quieted in it; this moſt ; 
needs be-as it is. 4 

Confid. 4. Hath God Guilt your ane 4 
and taken awa? be delight of your eyes with | 


dais ITE & ear this ſtroke with Patience | 
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62 
and quiet ſubmiſſion : For how know you but 
your trouble might have been greater from the 


7 
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life, than it is now from the Gb of your 


children ? 
Sad experience made A holy man once to 


ſay It is better io weep for ten dead chil- 


„ dren, than for one living child:“ A 0 . | 


child may prove a continual dropping, yea, 2 
contizual dying to the parent's heart. What 


= fad word was that of David td Abiſhai, 2 
Sam. xvi. it. Behold (faith he), my /on, 8 
nine out 0, of my bowels, feeketh my lift. I remem- 
ber Seneca, in his conſolatory epiſtle to his 
* Trend Marullus, brings in his friend thus ag- 


gfavating the death 35 his child. 
aich Marullus), had my child lived 


. in me, to bow great modeſty, gravity, 


* and. prudence might my. diſcipline have 


5 formed and moulded him?“ „ But, faith 
es, (which is more to be feared) be 
£4 155 might have been, as moſtly others are; for 
ook (faith be) what children come even 


i git of the worthieſt families; ſuch who ex- 


| are erciſe both their own and others lults, in 
all whole life, there is not a day, without 


e the mark of ſome notorious wickednels u- 
i | * Fe + ad Wa 


© pon itt”. ” 


| will ſcarce admit ſuch jealouſies of them ch 


are, for the preſent, ſweet, laycly, e 5 


compan ons; and you doubt not but by EVE” 


I Know your oder hone to your children L 
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they might have been the joy of your hearts. 
Why doubtleſs Efan, when he Was little, 


and in his tender age, promiſed as much com- 


fort to his parents as Jacob did; and 1 quei- 


tion not but Ifaaic and Rebecca (a gracious 


pair) ſpent as many prayers, and beſtowed as 
many holy counſels upon him, as they did u- 
pon his brother: But when the child grew 
up to riper years, then he became a ſharp at- 


fiction to his parents; for it is ſaid, Gen. 


xxvi. 34. That when Z#ſgu was farty gears old, 


e took to wife Judith the daughter of Bernth the” 
Hittite, «vhich wwas a grief of mind to Ii aac au 
Rebecca. The word in the origins comes 
from a root that ſignifies to imbitter nis 
child imbittered the minds of his Ang by „ 
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his rebellibn againſt them, and de 


counſels. Ty 5 


And I cannot ont but 4 Py. 7 in. he | 


ed his family as ſtrictly as any of yon; 


man received a higher encomium from Gad #4 
upon that account, Gen. xviit. 19. $7 
him, that he will command his children," and hrs 2 
bouſhold, after him, and they ſhall keep the way 4 
F the Lord. Nor can I think, but he-beffow- © 4 
cd as many and as frequent prayers: for his” | 
children, and particularly for tus fon Iſhmael, 57 

as any of you: We find on and Mat a ve- 
__ "Ty, pathetical one, recorded, Gen. xvi. 18.1 
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| know who he proved, a ſon that yielded 


him no more comfort 2 Eſau 4 to Iſaac 


J 


ee common jeit for curevty 


to ſee the vices and evils of their children, 
than their virtues and graces? And where one 
parent lives to rejoice in beholding the grace 


live to behold, to their vexation and grief, the 
3 cody * of corruption in them. -_ 
It is a note of Plutarch, in his Morals, 

6. Niocles (faith he) lived not to ſee the noble 
Lecter obtained by Themiſtocles, his ſon; 


hear his ſon Pericles preach, and make ,0- 


"rations. © Ariſton never heard his ſon Pla- 
tos lectures and diſputations; but men (faith 
he) commonly live to ſee their children fall 
_ gaming, revelling, drinking and whor- 
ing multitudes lives to fee ſuch things to 


their ſorrow.” And if thou be a gracious 


* ſoul, O what a cut would this be to thy very 
heart] to ſee thoſe (as David ſpake of his Ab- 


flow} that came out of thy bowels, to be fin- 
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of God ſhining forth in the life of his child, . 
there are twenty, it may be a hundred, that 


nor Niltiades, to ſee the battle his ſon Ci- | 
mon won in the field; nor Zantippus to 


ning againſt God, that God e thou lov- 2 
eſt, aud whoſe honour i is e to 8 5 12 * . 


thy p very life. 
ful children, yet dei th 


Bur admit they ſhould pro 
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more miſery come upon them than thou could- 
eſt endure to ſee? O think what a ſad and 
doleful fight was that to Zedekiah, Jer. I. 10. 
The king of Babylon brought his chil: wa 


1 a Won 6g before ns eyes. Horrid ſpectacle * ' 
* And that leads to | 


Confid. . Ho. how: you, but by this. 


ſtroke, which you ſo much lament, God hath 


taken them away from the evil ro come? 
It is,God's uſual way, when ſome extraor- 


dinary calamities are coming npon the world, 


to hide ſome of his weak and tender ones out 


of the way by death, Ita. lvii. 1, 2. He leaves 
ſome, and removes others, but taketh care 


for the ſecurity of all. He provided a grave 


for Methufelah before the flood. voy rave 


is an hiding-place to ſome, and God ſees it 


better for them to be under ground, than a- 2 
| bore ground, in ſuch evil days. | | 


Juſt as a careful and tender father, who bach. 
a {on abroad at ſchool, hearing the plagus 


broken out in, or near the place, ſends Ie, 
- horſe preſently to fetch home his ſan, before 


the danger and difficulty be greater. Death 


is our Father's pale horſe, which he ſends o 4 | 


tetch home his tender children, aud . 


them out vf harm's way 
Surely, when national Clemi r 
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* on, it is far better for our friends to be in 
| _ the. grave in peace, than expoſed to the e- 
* liel and diſtreſſes that are here, which- is the 
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- meaning of Jer. xxii. 10. Weep not for tb 
dead, neither bemoan him ; but weep for him that 
= away, for he ſpall return no more, nor fee | 

native country | 5 
And is e not a dreadful ſound of trou- 
"Tiles now in our ears? Do not the clouds ga- 
ther blackneſs ? Surely all things round about 
us ſeem to be preparing and diſpoſing them- 
© Shoes for affliction. The days may be nigh 
in which you ſhall ſay, Bleed i the awomb 
' that never bares and the paps that never wry | 
3 5 

+ It was in the day wherein the faith and pa- 

tience of the ſaints were exerciſed, that John 

Feard a voice from heaven, ſaying to him, 

- Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, 

Xt henceforth. © 

++ thy "Thy friend, by an act of favour; | is diſband- 

ed by en, Whilſt thou thyſelf art left to en- 

dure a great fight of affliction. And now, if 

F7 troubles come, thy cares and fears will be ſo 

„ moch the leſs, and thy own death fo much 

the eaſier to thee; when fo much of thee is 

im heaven already. In this caſe, the Lord, 

by a merciful diſpenſation, is providing both 

for their ſafety, and thy own ealier pang aoelÞ | 

T1: them. ; 4 

In removing thy friends before hand, he 

F. Sens to fay to thee, as he did to Peter, Fg n * 

uin 7-5 What I do thou Eucaueſt not nous. but! 
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dune hath a proſpect far beyond thine: Pro- 
bably it would be a harder taſk for thee to 
leave them behind, than to follow them. 

A tree that is deeply rooted in the nz 
requires many ſtrokes to fell it, but when its 
roots are looſened before- hand, then Oy: 
ſtroke lays it down upon the earth. 


Conſid. 6. A parting-time muſt needs cone; 


* 


and why is not this as good as another? 

You knew before hand, your child or friend, 
was mortal, and that the thread that linked 
you together, muſt be cut. If any one 


& (faith Baſil) had aſked you, when your 
e child was born, What is that which is born? 
« What would you have anfwered ? Would  *# 
cc you not have ſaid, It is a man? And if a 


ec man, then a mortal vaniſhing thing. And 
c why then are you ſurpriſed with wonder to 
« ſee a dying thing dead? 


« He (faith Seneca) who comp that 25 


« one is dead, complains that he was a man,” 


All men are under the ſame condition, 40 
whoſe ſhare it falls to be born, to bim it ne” 


mains to die. | 
We are indeed diſtinguiſhed by the inter- 


vals; but equalized in the iſſue: i appointed | 
1 all men once to die, Heb. ix. 29. There is 


'F ſtatute-law of Heaven in the 


© Poſſibly you think this is the worſt: time 
. Parting that couid be; had rare | 
1 8 you could. have ares eaſier * 
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how are you deceived in that? The longer 
you had enjoyed it, the more loth {till you 


would have been to leave it: the deeper it 


would have rooted itſelf in your affection. 
Had God given you ſuch a privilege as 
was once granted to the Engliſh parliament; 


that the union betwixt you and your friend 


ſhould not be diſolved, till you yourſelf were 
willing it ſhould be difolved x when, think 
you, would you have been willing it aon 


5 be diſolved? 


It is well for us aud ours, that onr times 
are in God's hand, and not in our own. And 
- how immature ſoever it ſeemed to be when it 
was cut down, yet it came to the grave in a 

Full age, as a ſpock of corn in iti ſeaſon; Job v. 


- 26, They that are in Chriſt, and in the co- 


venant, never die uoſcaſonably, whenſoever 
they dia (faith one upon the text) © They die 


ej a good old age, yea, though they die in 
e the ſpring and flower of youth, they die in 
a good old age; that is, they are ripe for 
#1 « death whenever they die. Whenever the 
„ die it is harveſt-time with him? 
wt Ran though. ina 3 capacity he be cut dawn. 
> © while he is green, and cropt in the bud or 


« or bloſſom; yet in his ſpiritual capacity he 


1 «never dies before he is ripe; God can r 
E pen his ſpeedily, he can let out ſuch warm 
7 2 7 and beams of his ork 9 IE as 
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© ſhall ſoon maturate the ſeeds of grace i into n 
« a preparedneſs for glory)“ J 
It was doubtleſs the moſt fit aud ſeaſons. Xt i! 
able time for them that ever they could die 
in, and as it is a fit time for them, fo for vo 
alſo. Had it lived longer, it might either 1 
have engaged you more, and ſo your parting i: bY 
would have been harder; or elſe have pu- 
zled and ſtumbled you more by diſcovering 
> its natural corruption: and then what a ſting- 7 
ing argument of your” ee would that 
bee been. We 
Surely the Lord of time is 8 beſt judge 4 
of time; aud in nothing do we more diſcover 
our folly and raſhneſs, than in preſuming to 
fix the times either of our comforts or trou- - 
bles; as for our comforts, we never thiox 
they can come too ſoon; we would have them 
. preſently, whether the. ſeaſon be fit or no 
as Numb. xii. 13. Heal her mau, Lords” 6. 
let it be done ſpeedily ; we are in polt-haſts' * 
for our comforts; and for our rot 
we never think, they come late enough; dot 
at this time, Lord, rather at 207 dae time 
"8 now. 
But it is good to baer the timing doth 5 
5 4 the one and the other to him, whoſe works 
5 are all beautiful in their ſeaſons, ad never 
Goth any thing in an improper time. 
| 7. Call to mind, in this day 7M 
= e „ N52 covenant IE have made with | 
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1 God, and what you ſolemaly promiſed him 
1 in the day you took him for your God. 
It will be very ſeaſonable and uſeful for 
4 : thee; Chriſtian, at this time to reflect upon 
theſe tranſactions, and the frame of thy heart 
in thoſe days, when an heavier load of for- 
row preſſed thy heart, than thou now feeleſt. 


law, the fear of hell, the dread of death aud 


1 eternity beſet thee on every ſide, and ſhut 


thee up to Chriſt, the only door of hope; 
ahl what good news wouldſt thou then have 


i Jols of all carthly comfort! 

Was not this thy cry in thoſe days, 
45 Lord, » give me Chriſt, and deny me what- 
eber elſe thou pleaſeſt. Pardon my ſin, 
| : 40 fave my ſoul, and, in order to both, unite 
22 me with Chriſt, and I will never repine or 


„rather than a Chriſtleſs, gracelcls, hopejals 
ar"? 
| And when the Lord hearkened to thy cry, 


working up thy heart to the terms of his co- 


Ina thoſe your ſpiritual diſtreſſes, when the 
#- burdea of fin lay heavy, the curſe. of the 


- accounted it, to eſcape that danger. with the 


open my mouth. Do what thou wilt with 
« me; let me be friendleſs, let me be child- 
wo lefs, let me be poor, let me be any thing - 


and ſhewed thee mercy z when kedrewthee 
off from the world into thy cloſet, and there 
treated with thee jn ſecret, When he was 
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. Chriſt upon his own terms; O then, how 


heartily didſt thou ſubmit to his yoke, as 
moſt reaſonable and eaſy, as at that time it 


| ſcemed to thee! 
Call to mind theſe days, the ſecret places 


where Chriſt and you made the bargain, 


Have not theſe words, or words to this 
ſenſe, been whiſpered by thee into his ear - 
with a dropping eye and melting heart? 


„Lord Jeſus, here am I, a poor guilty _ 
&« ſinner, deeply laden with fin; e and 
ce trouble upon one hand, and there. juſt 


«© God, a ſevere law, and everlaſting burns... "i 3 


« ings, upon the other hand: but bletſed be 


God, O bleſſed be God for Jeſus the Me- 1 1 
64 diate, who 3 betwixt me and it. 3 3 
« 'Thou art the onty door of hope ar whightl 8 


© can eſcape, thy blood the only means 
* my pardon and ſalvation. Thou haſt ic, 
« Come unto me all ye that labour, and are. Nu. 


«oy laden. Thou halt promiſed, that he 


* that cometh to thee, hall | in no wile: be 85 1 3 I 


© caft out. 
*« Bleſſed Jeſus, thy poor creature e 


* to thee upon theſe encouragements; I come, 


«© O but it is with many ſtaggerings, with wa- 


© ny doubts and fears of the iſſue; yer I ame. 


«willing to come and make a covenant with. 1 a I 4 . 


«thee this day. | 
take thee this Jay ' to be my ard 
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* what thou wilt with me, or mine; let me 

& be rich or poor, any thing, or nothing in 

« ig this world: I am willing to be as thou 

te wouldſt have me, aod I do likewiſe give 
et myſelf to thee this day to be thine; all I 

 * am, all I have, ſhall be thine; thine to 

12 Erbe thee, and thine to be diſpoſed at thy 

t pleaſure, Thou ſhalr Ch be my 
«© higheſt Lord, wy chiefeſt good, uy laſt 
ond.“ 

- Now, . Chriſtian, make good to Chriſt 
What thou fo ſolemaly promiſedſt him; he, 
Ip, he hath diſpoſed of this thy dear rela- 
tion as pleaſed him ; and is thereby trying thy 
wuprigbtneſs in the covenant which thou mad- 

ech him; .now, where is tae ſatisfaction 
: 3 and content thou promiſedſt to take in all his 
* 0 3 7 5 Where is that-covenanted ſabmiſ- 
ion do his will? Didſt thou except this afflic- 
non, that is come upon tbee? 8 

Digg thou tell him, Lord, Iwill be con- 
1 tent thou ſhalt when thou vleaſeſt take any 
2 j- = thing Lhave, fave only this hathand, this wife, 
or this dear child; I reſerve this out of the 
FP” bargain: I ſhall never endure. that thou 
 # _ honldſt kill this comfort? It fo, thou didſt 
| * 6 io all this but prove thyſelf an hypocrite: if 

> * thou waſt ſincere in thy covenant, as Shtiſt 
F "had no reſerves on his r. & thou - > ; 
Won thine. 7 
2 EM T4 * all without any exception thouthen' * 


canſt with the leaſt unfaithfufneſs: He hath 
deen faithful to a title on his part; O be thou 
ſo upon thine: This day it is put o che 


venant with thee might be preſumed to d 


. _ CY 
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; pectations of comfort. in old age, cut off Ihe BE 


y come ? * > a6. 2: 


__ Chap, xxix. 1,.— 5. and comment vpon.them 
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reſigned to him, and now wilt thou go 
back from thy word, as one that had out- 
promiſed himſelf, and repents the bargain? 


Or at leaſt as one that hath forgotten theſe 


ſolemn. rranfattions in the days of thy dif- 
treſs? Wherein hath Chriſt failed in one title 7 
that he promiſed thee? Charge him if thon 


proof, remember what thou haſt u 

him 2, * 3 
Confid. 8. Dur if. he covenaar - with Goa " 

will not quiet thee, yet methinks God's. - 9 


Is thy family, which was lately hopeful | 
and flouriſhing, a peaceful tabernacle, ge 
broken up and ſcattered ? Thy polterity tn 
which thou raiſedif up to thyſelf grest ons 


=: 


So that thou art now-like neither to have 15 5 i 


name, or memorial left ther in the earth;- ; 3 5 
Doſt thou fit alone, aud mourn, Ws ink. 5 * | 
whitherto thy hopes: atk comft ts ars r 


Doſt thou end over theta words 65 Th = a 1 


with many tears? O or I Were ag. in 


* mooths/paſt, as in the day. when God . 1 
* 4 © fer veck me l When his candle ſhine opa 4 


5 el, * When 7 his Ds © way * 
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* rhrough darkneſs! As I Was in the days of 
mp youth, when the ſecret of God was up- 
don my tabernacle, when the Almighty was 
C yet with me, We wy children were about 


« me.” 
Yet ler the covenant God hath La with: 


thec, comfort thee in this thy dctolate con- 
. 


Vou know What las ts troubles toly | 
David met with | in a fad ſuece ſſion, not only 


from the death of children'; but, which was 
much worſe, from the wicked lives of his 
Children. There was inceſt, murder, and 
- rebellion in his family; a far ſorer trial than 
in their igfancy. could have been; and ye fee 
bo fweetly he relieves himſelf from the co- 


ant of grace, in 2 Sam. Xii 3, Al- 


e though my bouſe be abt ſo. with God, yet 
„ «hath he made with me an everlaſtiogicove- 
nagt, ordered in all things aud fore : For 
e this is all my ſalvation, and all my dehire, 


altho ugh he make it not to grow... 
I Ko this place principally refers to 


. A brit, Who was to ſpring out of David's fa- 
mit, according to God's covenant made with 


Wi in that behalf. And yet I. doubt not 
Hut it hath another, though leſs ate 1 


Ex 3 upon his on family; over a the af. 
. and troubles whereof © — | 


With bim did * 


. | 
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ates as it n as e „ 


left were not ſuch as he deſired; fo it ma 


abundantly comfort you alſo, Whatever trou- 1 it 


bles or deaths be upon, your” families, who 
have an intereſt in the covenant.” For, FY 


Firſt, It you be God's covenant -.- : | 0 4 


| though be may afflict, yet he will hever far- 
get you, Pfal. ili. 5. Mei ever mindful of his 
"covenant; You are as mugh upon his heart 
in your deepeſt afflicti m, as in * e 
flouriſh of your proſperity. 

Yon find it hard to forker: Foun e, | 
though. i it be now turned to an heap of cor- 
'Tuption, and joathſome rottenneſs ; O how _ 
_ doth. your mind run upon it night and 8 
your thonghts' Gre not upog, th 3t 1 
Why,. ſureſy it is much more :gaty ö 
forget Four dear chid while living and. 3 
endearin (much more whey Mead and: nd 
ſirable) Fi it is for vo te | 
you, Ia." xlix. 15. * Cane wom Wltiioqr. 
© her ſacking child, that ſhe ſhould abt- 


they may forget," 225 will not 1 5 8 
these 


bt en ring child; bot own. child, hilft 


ho ale did not igereaſe, and thoſe that were Wt 


4 . 5 


dt Have 0 T 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ! 7. ea, of 


8 a voman, the more al gion if 8 * 4 ; 
orget her ſucking child; her on child, ans. J: 


I * Kpogs on the breaſt, and tanker with the or : 
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mother's heart; Can ſuch a thing as this 8 
in nature? Poſſibly it may? for creature · love 
is fickle and variable: But I will not forget 
| |; thee; it is an everlaſting covenant. | 
13 Secondly, A he will never forget you in 
1 your a ſo he will order all your trou- 
dies for your good: It is a well ordered co- 
venant, or a covenant orderly diſpoſed. So 
| - -that every hog | ſhall work e jor your, 
good. ; 
Ihe covenant W orders all your wile," 
5 raplek and diſpoſes your various troubles ſo, 
as that they ſhall in their orders and places 
ſweetly co-operate and join theigy united _ 
fivences to make you happy. £7 
Peoſlibly you cannot tee how he preſens K. 5 
fictiog ſhould, be for your good, you are 
| ready to ſay with Jacob; Gen. xlii. 36. Jo- 
„ * feph is not, and Simeon is not; and ye will 
take Benjamin away; all theſe thiogs are 
againſt me But could you once ſee how. 
Tweerlyand ofderly all theſe afflictions work 
under the bleſſing and influence of the cove- 
5 "mage to your eternal good; you would not 
dal be quiet, but thankful for that which 
K "Dow. O much afflits and troubles you. 
FT ly, This covenant is not only well 
oF e be! in all things, but ſure, the mercies“ 
# | "contained in it are called 1% ſure mergies of” 
' David, Ifa. Jv. 3. Now, how ſweet, how: 
41 e a ſapport doth this coplederation- 95 
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give to God's afflicted under the rod]! Tou 


lately made yourſelves ſure of that creatufe | 
Comfort which bath forſaken you. It giay bats 1 | 
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you faid of your child Which is now gone, 
as Lamech ſaid of his ſon Noah, Gen. v. 29. 1 
This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our u E | 
aud teil-of our hands. Meaning, that his n 4 1 
© thould not comfort them by aſſiſting them in # | {| 
che work of their hands, but alſo ig enjoying” | 17 
the fruit of their toil aud paios for him. 
Probably ſuch thoughts you Have: had, i 
„„ p- raiſed up to yourſelves great: N 1 
F ' of comfort in your old age from it; but now 
you ſee you built upon the ſand; and where 
were you now, if you had not à firmer Bor- 44 8 
tom to build upon? But bleſſed be God, the 
covenant-mercies are more ſure and ſolid : OE 
God, Chriſt, and heaven, never ſtart de 94 
fade as theſe things do. Rs, 
The ſweeteſt creature-enjoymetits you e- wt d- 
vet had, or have in this woridj*Exwnor ſay” © 
to you as your God doth, I wi neuek leave * : 
| thee nor . Sherk N muſt Vo, with” 5 


ee eee $2 > 
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of your 1 — vader De — 1 
| feQions be linked, and heart defighh s 
ber“ Tour children aud you malt. he" tex 3 
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5 1825 Withereth, and the flower thereof fa- 
t ſdeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord blows. 
di eth upon it: Yetghe word of our God ſhall. 
4̃ (hand for ever, Ifa: xl. 6, 7, 8. There is 
1 ſo much of ſupport contained 1 i this oue con- 
{# fideration, that could but your faith fix here, 
ti feslize, and apply it, I might lay down 
mp pen at this period, and lay the work is 
dope, there needs no more. mee. 
&. _ Cinfid. g. The hope of the tere dige 
EE. mould powerfully reſtrain all exceſſes of ſor- 
; row in thoſe that do profeſs it. 

Let them only mouru without necks” 
who! "mourn rout: 1 The bai 


. fo! i to the Seng with an gets { 


ih | = receive it Again with improvement. Why, 
ns. fands the caſe here, and juſt fo the a- 


v AI wand not have yon to be i ignoraut, breth- 
* . by; "concerning them Which are, afleep, 
ek, Ethar- ye. forrow not even as others Which 
hope: For if we believe that Jus 
8 @ "apd roſe again, even ſo them 110 
| 35 Which rage in Jeſus A God wan N 

5 bw. . 
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God, there i is ſomething that abides. 1 P 
5 40 fcth be as graſs, and the goodlineſs 


fas the flower of the graſs; thongk the _ 


aa ay, Look dot upon of 
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poſtie ſtates It, 1 Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. But 


* 


dead as a 16ſt generation: Think not that 
death hath annihilated and urterly deſtroyed 


them. O no, they are not dead, but on- 


ly alleep, and if they fleep, they ſhall. a- 


Wake again. Lou do not uſe to make out- ; 


cries and lamentations for your children and 


8 friends when you find them aſleep upon their 

beds. Why, death is but a lopger ſleep, out 
of which they ſbath as ſurely awake, as ver 
e did in the morning, in this world. 
I have often wondered at that golden ſen- 
tence in Seneca, * My thoughts of dead, 
„ fafth he, are not as others are; I have” 
fair and pleaſaut appreheofions of them; 
« for I enjoyed them as one that reckobed, 
105 I muſt part with them; and J part TE 


„ them bay one that makes raum to have A 4 


Thaw.” 
5 He ſpeaks, no doubt, of chad Te 
bal which bis pleaſant conteniplations oft 


their virtuous actions: could give him; for: he 7 1 


1 
N 


was wholly unacquainted with the eomfont-! Mb 


able and heart-ſupporting dottrine of the tc. 


ſutrection. Had he known the- advantages” | : 


which refult thence, at what a rate may we 
think he would have ſpoken of the den n 
of their ſtate; but this you profeſs to betievry* 
and pet Fak at a ftrange rate. O ſuffer nok 
 Getitiifm to outvic Chriſtianity, Let not pas” 
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do them in-a quiet and chear ful bebaviour 


under afflictions. 


I beſeech thee; reader, if thy deceaſed friend 
have left thee any ſolid ground of hope that he 


died intereſted in Chriſt, and the covenant; 


that thou wilt diſtinctly punder theſe admiſa- 
ble ſupports which the doctrine of the reſur- "= 


rection affords. . 


_ » Firf, That the fans tady which was id 
© ple! ant a ſpectacle to thee, ſhall be reſtored © 


again yea, the ſame numerically, as well as 


the ſame ſpecifically; ; ſo that it ſhall not only 
de what it was, but the who it was. Theſe | 
* kl Hall behold bin, and net another, Job xix. 
„ The very ſame body you laid, or are 
no about to lay in the grave, ſhall de reſtar⸗ 
ed again; Thou ſhalt find thine own huſband, 
Wie, or child, or friend again; I E the . 
eme, and not another. 1 
Serum, And farther, this is e 5 
"that 2s you-ſhall ſee the ſame perſon that was 
o dear to you; ſo you ſhall know them to be 
the fame that were once endeared to once 
earth in ſo near a tie of relation. +, 
'» Indeed you ſhall know them no more in a- 


ny carnal relation, death diffelved that bond: 


ap But you ſhalt know them to be ſuch ag once: 


| were. your dear relations in this world, and 


| > huſband, "ie or child; this 


be al le to ſingle them out Amend that. 8 
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perſon for whom I wept, and made ſupplica- 
tion, who was an inſtrument of good to me, 
or to Whoſe falvation God then. made me in· 5 


ſtrumental. 


For we may allow, þ in | that ſtate, all hae” 
knowledge which is cumulative and perfective, 
Whatſdever may enlarge and heighten our fe- 
liciy and ſatis faction, as this muſt needs be 
allowed to do. Luther's judgment, K this 
point, being aſked by his friends at ſupper the 
evening before he died, replies thus, *© What 


_ «(faith he) befel Adam, He never fa Eve, 


« but was in a deep fleep- when God formed 
« her; yet when he awiked, and faw her, he” 
cc aſleed not what ihe was, nor whence” ſne 
* came: But fairh, (he was e of his f, . 
«-bone of his baue. 
5 He being full of the Holy Ghoſt, and en- 
& dowed with the knowledge of God, ſpake 
« thus.“ After the ſame manner we all Mall 
be in the other life renewed by Chrift, and 


mall Kaow our bannen our wives, ang chill . { 


_ dren. 

And this, among oth things, was that * 
with which Auguſtine comforted the Lady .. 
talica, after the death of her dear huſband; 
telling her, “ 'That Me ſhould knoꝶ Him in 


cc the worldto comeamong thegloniigg-ſants.”*” 


Vea, ald a greater than either of the T mean 
Pagh comforted himſelf, that the Theffalom- 


be k had converted to Chl thous 


E6 = 


Now, how knew he thats the IN 


we. 7 db 


I 1 5 | | 
2 | Advice and Support to rhe Golly, 
1 te bis Joy and crown of refoicing, in the preſence 
4 of the Lord Feſus Chrift at his coming, 1 Theff. 
Ii. 19, 20. which mult needs imply his diſtindt 
knowledge of them in that day, which muſt: 
de many hundred years after dcath hath ſepa- 
rwtratech them from each other. Whether this 
„ knowledge ſhall be by the glorified eyes diſs” 
\ Þ _ cerning any lineaments, or property of indivi- 
| -daatio®, remaining upon the glorified bodies 


. 


af our relations; or whether it ſhall be by im- 
. _ mediate revelation, as Adam knew his wife, 
P 5 ora Peter, James and Jobn, knew: Moſes 
> Elias in the Mount; as it is difficult to 
KFAetermine, ſoit ls needleſs to putt dur ily £8. 
. 2 abpuri ES AP : 
It is the concurrent judgment of ſound di- 
8 and it wants not corntenance from 
bie and reaſon, that uch a knowledge 
of them ſhall be in heaven; and then the ſad= 
neſs of this parting will be abundantly recom-+ 
- penſed by the joy of that meeting. e 
ee. | 
"Third!y, That at our next meeting, they 
mall be unſpeakably more defirable, ſweet, 
and excellcot, than ever they were in this 
world. They had a defirableneſs in them 
bere, but they were not altogether lovely, and; 
in -every-retpett, deſirable z they had heir 44 
Anu firnities, both natural and moral; bur all 
"theſe are removed in heaven, and for ever 
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ed ſpirits of the juſt. O what lovely creatures 


Vill they appear to you then, when that wohich® 


ally.” 


joyment of them in heaven, never to part a- 
Zain. The children of the reſurrection can 
oe no more, Luke xx. 36. You fhall Riſe 
their pale lips, and cold cheeks, no more; yon 
mall never fear another parting-pull, bur be | 
together with the Lord for ever, 1 Thell. ir. 
14. And this the apoſtte thought an ef- 
al cordial in this caſe, when he exhorted the +. 
Theſſalonians to comfort one "_ with * | 4 


is ſown now in diſbonour, ſhall 'be raiſed im B. 


nour! 1 Cor. xv, 43. And then, to crown 


erb You hall tins an ern en- 


zoords. i 
Conſid. 10. The preſent felicity into which - 


all that die in Cheiſt are preſently admitted” 
ſhould abundantly. comfort Chriftians aver. 


the death of ſuch, as either carried a =” : 


hope out of the world with them, ot have le 

good grounds of ſuch an hope behind them 
Soch there are, that carried a lively hope: 

to heaven with them, who could dents 1 


themſelves and friends, their intereſt in Chriſt, 
and in the covenant: Yea, though tuey had- 
died in filence, yet their converſations Would 
| ſpeak for them, and the tenor of their Hes 
kap do ground of doubting touching heir: 
r Vers wht their lot eu oe: yy . 


Ge bodies, nor rf aful ones upon N f 
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rhat matter of mourning? Would not - 

* child (it- he were Not ignorant of you): lau a 

FF Oui did to his friends, a little before his . "2 
2 Wy when be ſaw. them caft down at be... 


ane 
though they carried not ſuch an actual hope 


with them, yet they have left greg grounds 
of hope behind them. 


Parents, now ponder theſe ende you 


have prayed for them, you have many times 


wreſtled with the Lord on their behalf; you 
have taken hold of God's covenant for them, 
as well as for yourſelves, and dedicated them 


tt the Lord; and they have not, by any ac- 


tions of theirs, deſtroyed thoſe grounds of your 
Wg but that you, may, with much probabis 
lr. gonclude, they are with God. 

"Why, it the caſe be ſo, what abundant rea- 
"Ga have you to. be quiet, and well farisfied 
= with what God hath done? Can they be bet. 
=ter than where they are? Had you better pro- 
ions and entertainment for them here, than 
—_— heavenly Father hath above ? | | 

pete is no Chriſtian parent in the world, 
ps would rejoice to ce his child out-ſtrip and 


3 Set before him in grace, that he may be more 
eine in parts and ſervice, than ever he was: 
And what reaſon can be given, why we ſhould 

nt as much rejoice to ſee our children get be- 
fore us in glory, as in grace? They are got. 


ten toc heaven a few years before you, and is 


* 5 of 3 os iv. 28. 9 . 


TIS 
* 


3 the «Liſe wy {heir Relation. „ | | 
ed me, ye would rejoice, becauſe I go unto the Fas | 
ther. As if he ſhould ſay, Do you value your 
own ſenſible comfort from my bodily as 
with you, before my glory and A na ae” | 

in. heaven ? .Is this love 0 me ? Ori 1s it not Ig : 
1 ber ſelf-love. W eee 1 


% 
4 NK. 
1 


So would your dee friend ſay to you: = 8 


% You have profeſſed much: love all along ts 
“me, my happineſs ſeemed to be very deaf: + 
te to you. How comes it to paſs, theg bat 3 
« you mourn ſo exceedingly now? This is r 


1 ther the effect of a fond and Reſhly, wad” 


4 of a rationaſfandypiritual love ; % 1 1 ; | 
e ed me with a pure ſpiritual love, ye would I | 

d rejoice that I am gone to my Fatih t ad | 

« infinitely better for me to be here, than witk E 3 77 

„ Üyvou on earth, under fin and o, 3 
Weep not for me, but for yourſelyggs 1 
1 Alas, though you want yon frien Ss, 5 
pany, he wants not yours; yOurgare wasar a 
provide for this. child, but Jeſus Gene 4 
provided infinitely better for it than vn , 0 | 

you intended an eſtate, but hea kingdemptor. 2 | 

it; you thought upon ſuch or {geht a match, 
but Chriſt hath forbid all others, and mark 7 
ed your child to himſelf. » Would yorrimagine. * 

. Dgacr preferment torithe fruit l Foun „ 

r 9 

5 "King from, heaven Math ſent for "your-- 3 | 

| 3 5 and do you grudge; at the jaarney 7. Or. 2 * 
3 _ and think again, what in . * 
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" Advice and SET the Ga,” 


to you, that Chriſt hath taken them ont of 
your boſom, and laid them in his own ; ſtript 
"them out of thoſe garments you provided, and 
- Clothes them i in white robes, waſhed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Letinot,your hearts be 
; rather” rejoice exceedingly, that 


ven, and bring forth an heir for the wee 
& . 

Your child is now „ glorifying God in an 
1 Ber way than you can: and what though | 
"+ have loft his bodily preſence for a time ? 
"%. hope you do not reckon that to be your 

& which turns to God's greater glory. 


reep, he rather withed himfelf with Joſeph, 
han his Joſeph with him in wants and ſtraits; 1 
io it be with you: You are yet rowling, 
and tofling upon a tempeſtuous fea, but your 

— 8 is pope into the quiet harbour defire 


"3 "Father. to be there, than that he were at ſea 


25 5 ” with yok again.” 8 | 
Confid. 11. Confider how vain a hind all 


x troubles and feif-vexation is; it no Way 
betters your caſe, nor eaſes your burden. 


the ſooner, and no Ways helps himlelf by that's 


bi 7 Why, thus ſtands the caſe with thee; if than 
I * be As a dallock anaccuſtorned tothe Jo . 


As a bullock, by wreſtling and fweating in 
| the farrow, makes his yoke to be more hea=' 
vy, and galls his neck, and pends his ferengthe 1 


"God made yon, inſtruments to repleniſh hea- 


Wben Jacob heard his Joſeph was lord of 


5 B - 


__ either in à natural, or in à civil notion: 80 


5 ul the 2 25 of th * Relations. 87 9 
| Chriſt faith of caring, we may ſay of gricving, 
| © "Marth: vi. 27. Which of you, by taking N 
can add one ctubit to his flature. 

Cares may break our fleep, yea, break our 
a hearts, bur they cannot add to our” ſtature, 


your ſorrrowing may ſooner break your hearts, ,, 
than the yoke, God hath laid on you. + 
Alas, What is all this, but as the floteting 
of a bird in the net, which, inſtead of frag, 
doth but the morecntangle itfebf: It was there-,, 
fore a wiſe reſolve of David. in this ver caſt - 
When the will of God was ſignified in ie 
death of his child, 2 Sam. xi. 23. But ao 
b he is dead, wherefore ſhould I. falt 7 Can 
© bring him back again? I ſhall go 70 hi N. 
b © he (hill not return to me. * + 
Can I bring him back ag, No: bead no 
more alter the purpo! e and wor of G zod, than 
I can change the ſeaſons of the: years: or ater 
the courſe of the ſun,” moon, and? ſtarg, or 
diſturb the order of the day aud night; en, 
are all unalterably eſtabliſh=d by 2 fim o. | 


„ 


8 2 


ſtitution and ordinance of heaven 
As theſe ſeaſons cannot be changediby n 
ſo neither can this courſe and way ofs by x 
. be changed, Job xxiii. 13. <8 E 
+ * of one mind, and who can F 1 and” 


— \ 2 1 ee 
„ I 9 FE A VEAR ans 


prayer to prevent the thing we "a but when 


and the ſtroke is given, then it is the vaineſt 
thing in the world to fret and vex ourſelves, 


ſoon às he ſhould hear the child was dead: 

But he was wiſer than ſo; his tears and cries” 

to Soc before, had the nature and uſe of 
to prevent the affliction; but when it 


Was tome, and could not be prevented, then 
they were of no uſe, ro no purpoſe in the 
world; 5 77 refers bound I 2 ? As if he 
Mould ſay, 1 o what end, uſe, Or r purpoſe will 
it ATW TS = 

Well, Men, caſt. not away your liens 
and ſpirits to no advantage; reſerve them for- 
- future exerciſes. and trials. Time may come, 


> o — 4 


ther don may need all the ſtrength you have, 


than, this: 1 

4 —_—_— 98 Tue Lord] is able to reſtore all 
12 rolf comforts in relations, double to you, 
FF 4 vou werkly ſubmit to him, and e 
Þ Wor upon him nnder the rod. 
LY oh Whed Plau had loſt his blef ng, he ſaid, 

8 

2 


well. 38. But your Father hath more bleſs" 


bags —— Baan one: Ms name is, The 3 
N „Hees ve. 5 2 
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the purpoſe of God is manifeſted in the iſſue, 


as David's feryants thought he would do, as 


4 and mich more, to we W burdens | 


1 aft. tho. wt one bleſſing, my Father s Gap”. 


| 


4 ; FUE —— on . "= = 9 N = 
nn . * . A * * . * at wy * ? rt” , 
bl I 7 Ar, 4 


”_ * L. uf Fr their Rehatiani?? I 39: b 1 
5 eth; e and the comforts of them are 5 
at his command. 
It is but a few months or years p nd, 
_ thele comforts, whoſe Joſs you now laments. wa 
were not in being; nor har you know whence 4 | 
they ſhould ariſe to yon; pet the Lords gave; © | 
the word, and mm ec Wer for you: and, 
ict he pleußss, he gan make the death of: theſe 
I but like a ſeythe to the meadow that is n 
down, or a razor. to the bead that is ſhaved... 
bare; Wich, though it lay you under the p- 1 Ys 
ſeut trouble and reproach of barrenneſs, N 85 va 
doth but make way fora double Iincrooly 8 FS 
ſecond ſpring with advantage. oY 
So that eyen as It Wag with the captive. ke} 
church in reſpect of her ſpecial ebildren d tb 
day of her captivity and reproach, he d... 1 
made up all with advantage to het; ever all we | 
her own altoniſhment, "Iſa. xl 8 ”_ 
children which thou ſhalt have? alter hon x 
© haſtyloſt the other, ſhall Tay again fry hire 1%; 
© ears, The place is too ſtraights 105 ale, 5 
plwace ta me, that I may a Rn 
Thus may he deal with you 48 90 *o batch 7. 
ral children and relations.” So thi what: ah — 
man of God faid to Amaziah, 
g. may be applied to the- alt in - Haſſle + „ A 
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| 99 2 28 Als Support to the G . 


0 ſay not, What ſhall I do for friends and 
es: Death hath robbed me of all com- 
fort in them. Why, the Lord is able ro give 
you much more, But then, as ever you ex- 

pet to fee your future bleſſings multiplied, 


look to it, and be careful that you er Ab. | 


honour God, nor grieve e him, by your unfub- « 
miſſive and * carri: 80 under the pre- 
ſent rod. 
God took away all Jobe 8 Siltra and that 
at one ſtroke, and the ſtroke immediate and 
ZcXtraordinary: and that when they were grown 
up, and planted (at leaſt ſome of them) in di- 
| "Ninct families; yea, whilit they were endear- 
ing each other by mutual exprethons of affec- 
tion. This muſt be yielded to be an extraor- 
dinary trial; yet he meckly receives, and pa- 
9! a Gears it from the hand of the Lord. 
dave heard of the patience of Fob (|: ith 
. apoſtle James, chap. v. 11.) and ſeen the. 


rr 


n 
Be 


ac * 


4 ed of the Lai. Not on ily the gracious end 


5 Or intention of the Lord in all his afflictions, 
Hut ine happy end and iſſue the Lord gave to 


bis afflifions, of which you have the 8 


FR count, Job Ii. 10. T Lord gave Fob tavice © 
af mich as he bod before... Tie number of His 
chien was not double to what he had, as | 1 
all bis other comforts were: but though s, 
Lond Gal etched the lame number to kim,-- 
gan that he took-away, yet it is San, 1 9 " | 
ien b he na 184 Foc latter children, 5 8 


 dartnfs. 


ther: "Thou, Lord, halt light my gandie © "the © 


= 


under the Loſs of their Relations. © 9 J | 

double to what he had in the former. There 3 19 

is nothing loſt by waiting patiently, and * 
miwiag willingly to the Lord's diſpoſal. 

is to remove your comforts in relations. 


Pal xvii 28, For thou, Lord, rut light my_ 


darkneſs for the preſent +. 9 


=O 


It is as eafy with the Lord to revive, as it 
Tnere is a ſweet expreſſion to this purpoſe in 
candle : the Lord my God will enlighten. 3 


Every comfortable enjoyment, whether it 
be in relations, eſtate, health, or ab, 
is à candle lighted by Providence. for our. 
comfort in this world, and they are but can- 1 
dles, Which will not always laſt ; and thoſe 
that laſt longeſt, will be conſumed and waſt-. 
ed at laſt: but oftentimes it falls out with” 
them as with. candles, they are blown av. 
before they are half conſumed ; yea, alk 
as ſoon as lighted up, and then We are in 


"3K 


* * 


It is a dark hour with us when theſ com- 
forts are pat out: but David's faith did, ht” 
ours may comfort us with: this? "Thar: Ne... 
that blew out the candle, cau light. ug ano- 


7 


Tord my God fhall enlighten my darkeſt; 
ie, The Lord will renew my com er 
hg preſent ſad | eſtite I am ing aud 
way that trouble and darkaels A at 4 N 
fegt lies upon me. Oaly beware of of he Fl 
07 Io. at POE been * lights e 


Thaz 


92 Advice and Support to the Godly, 
forts come and po. Michal diſpleaſed the 
Lord, and therefore had no child unto the 
day of her death, 2 Sam. vi. 23. 
Hannah walted humbly upon the Lord for 
the bleſſing of children, and the Lord remem- 
. bered ber; he coliphtcned” her condition 
with that comfort when ſhe wis as a lamp 
chi There'is no comfort you have loſt, 
but God can reſtore it; yea, double it in 
" Kind) if he ſees it convenient for you, And 
if not then, 
Confid. 13: Conſider, thokdh he mould de- 
ay you aby more comforts of that kind, yet 
he hath far better to beſtow upon you, ſuch "6 
as ti-2ſe: deſerve not to be named with. 
: You have an Tabellen ſcripture to this 
0 pur poſe, in IIa. Ivi. 4, 5. For thus faith the 
b Lord uoto the eunuchs that keep my ſab- 
"© baths, and chuſe the things that pleaſe me, 
and take hold of my covenant ; even to them 


+ "will 1 give in my houſe, and within my 


© walls, a place aud a name better than of 
_ © fons And of daughters: I will give them an 
"© everlaſting name that ſhall ot be cut off.“ 
Mebien mes are to be continued in their” 

4 ilſuc ith et” male. iſſue eſpecially, and con- 

1 eat. y "textail..in foch as wanted iſſue, 
I Domb Kn. And numerous ilſue * 
decntied no ſmall honour, Pſal. cv. 4 F. 
God therefore promiſed here to ſupply au 
= MF 3h the want of "IE aud of "GO 


— —— — = % Cs - = * 5 8 


1 8 the 21. 51 thei Relations. 1 
J __oey either honour here, or memorial kere- © 
| | after, might from it have accrued to them, 1 
but beſtowing upon them matter of far great. 
er honour, and more durable, a name better, 2 (1 
or before the names of ſons or danghtets, 5 | 
It is a greater honor to be the child *. 25 1 
God, than to have the greateſt honger r > 
comfort that ever children POT ed the er. EE 1 
rents in this world. W 0 
Poor heart, thou art how dejected by; t 1 * 
affliction that lies upon-thee, as if all jo d 
comfort were now cut off frommec in this. | 
world. ow. 
A cloud dwells Gm "al ines ü 4 
this affliction hath ſo embitter ed thy Wul, . 
that thon taſteſt no more in any other earthly "FI 
_ comforts, than in the white of an egg. OT 
that thou didſt but conſider the conſoſations2s 
that are with God for ſuch as anſwer his endꝰ 
in affliction, and patiently wait on him for - 
their comfort he hath comforts foc Jou. far 3 
; tranſcending the joy of children. AY 
This ſome. have found when their children 3 
have been cut off from them, and that in ſo 
eminent a degree; that they have ſirelg vaſu. 
ed their, comfort in children a pariſons 
with eie for. 
I wilt therefore ſet dow: 5 x He EL 1 
toy of. the. * in hand, as I find it s. © | 
. -ave and worthy author of _ J 


cba 5 ——. book, entitled, The Pals, * 
FR Lo ET ED „ 
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e 4 he bag, 


94 ? . nd Hinge 79 FE Guy, 


% Another notable inſtance of grace, 


with a very remarkable paſſage in his con- 
. dition, I mall here mention. Qne Patrick 


4. Macwrath, who lived in the weſt parts of 


+ « Scotland, "whoſe heart in a remarkable 


, way, the Lord touched, and after his con- 


: „ verfion (as he ſhewed to many Chriſtian | 
die friends) was in ſuch a frame fo affected 
i with a new world, wherein he was en- 
"Ig teredy the diſcoveries of God, and of a 

e to come; that for ſome months toge- 

« ther he did ſeldom Deep, batwhs ll taken 

"« vp in wondering. His life Was very re- 

e markab!e, for tc ndernefs and near converſe » 

with God in his walk; and, which was 

* worthy to be noticed, one 2 after a ſharp 

. trial, having bis only ſon ſuddenly taken 

4 away by death, ke retired alone for ſeveral 

hours, and when he came forth did look fo 

F «ehcarfully, that to thoſe who atked bim 


«the ceaſon thereof, and wondered at the 


e got that jo his retirement with the Lord, 


yea, and far greater is the difproportion 


twint the ſweet light of God's countenance, / 
Ft and the faint dim Hg of the TY — 4 
& enjoyment. | 7D 5 
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F.- Th fame in ſuch a time; he told them, he had 


that to have it afterward Tenewed, de f 

„ would be content to loſe a fon every day.“ 
Oh bat a {weer exchange be had made 4 
gald for braſs, à pearl” for a 
pebble; a treature for a trifle: for ſo great, * 
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under the Loſe of their Relations. "gg 4: 1 
Would it pleaſe the Lord to make this fun 
ariſe and ſhine upon you; now when the ftars 
that ſhined with a dim and borrowed light 5 
are gone down, you would fee ſuch gain by 1 
the exchange, as would quickly make you . 
call! in your votes with him we now ente: 
ed, and fay, Lord, let every day be ſheh as 
this funeral day, let all my hours be We 
fo that I may fe and taſte what 1 IO 
How gladly would T'part with the dear I; 
neareſt creat e- comfort I own iu this W . 
The gracious and tender Lord .. bis? 
divine cordial reſerved on purpoſe for ſuch 2 
| ſad hours: theſe, are ſometimes given before 
ſome ſharp tial, to prepare for it, and ſome- 
times aiter to ſupport under it. 
have often heard it from the mouth, and 
12 it in the diary of a ſweet Chriſtian, now! : 3 
with God, That a little before the Lord re, 
moved * dear huſband by death, there Was | 
ſuch an abundant out-let of the love of God 
voto her ſoul, for ſeveral days and nights 
following; that when, the Lord took s;, 
ben huſband by death, though he Was A gra- 
cious and ſweet tempered, and by he, Be 
tended] y and beloved huſband; ſhe was re 
ſenſible of the ſtroke, hut 8 quite above A. 
all earthly things, their comforts and their 
troubles: ſo that ſhe had almoſt loſt che — | 
houghts of her dear huſband in God. Ad 
hag Bot tithe Lord taken this courſe with ws x 
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90 Advice 1 8 * {to the el 
ſhe concluded that blow bad not been poſſible 


out ſuch a preparative. . * 


8 
* 
8 


do de borne by her, ſhe mult have funk with- 


A huſband, a wife, a child, are great, | 


very great things, as they ſtand by other 
creatures; but furely they will ſeem little 


things, and next to nothing, when the Lord 

1 * mall ſet himlelf by them before the ſoul, 

Aug how know you, but God hath bidden 
Eh theſe earthly comforts ſtand aſide this day, 


to make way for heavenly ones; it may be 
Soc is coming to communicate himſelf more 


ſeetly, more ſenſibly than ever to your 
©. fonts, and theſe are the providences which 


moſt caſt up and prepare the way of the Lord. 
Poſſibly God's meaning in their death is but 


Confrder. 14. Be careful you exceed not 


= et in your grief for the loſs of carthly things; 
F copfidering that Satan takes the advantage 
b bpof all extremes.” | 

Von cannot touch any extreme, but you 


wa Fl be tonched by that enemy; whoſe great- 
et advantages lie in aſfaulting you here. 

”- "Satan is called the ruler of the darknefs of 
this world, Eph. vi. 12. That is, his king- 
dom is ſapcorted by darkneſs. Now there 
is a twofold darkneſs, which gives Satin 


great advantage: the darkneſs of the wing, 
to . ignorance, and the darkneſs, of the 


this; child, ſtand aſide, thon arr in my E 
1 5 filleſt-my place in thy parent's heart. 
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% Lofs 5 their Relatione, . 
wy OW Meng wir, trouble and afflition. Of - - oh 
the former the apoſtle ſpeaks chic fly in that 
tenz but the latter alſo is by him often im- 
proved, t carry on his deſigns upon us; 
when it is a dark hour of tratible with us, 
then i is his fitteſt ſeaſon to tempt, + 

That cowardly ſpirit falls upon the eps 
of God when they are go and Tow. in! n 
as well as ſtate,” Satan would never have de 
fired that the hand of God mould have: OY 5 1 | 
ſtretched out upon Job's perſon, eſtate, ad 
chiidren: butthath #ptomiſcd himſelf a not- 1 
able advantage therein to poiſon his ſpirit 
with vie thoughts of ' God. “ Do this 
« faith be) add he will curſe . thee . 3 
LE” LE 
8 What the pſalmiſt obſerves of, oarural, is bo 


2 Then: makeſt 9 7. it is 8 5 
herein all the beaſts of the foreſt da = 
« creep forth the young Lans reef after 
** their prey.” | =” "0 7-0 w 

When it is dark night with 2 „ 

da with Satan ; that is, Our ſuffing a, 

his buſieſt working lime, many 4 diſmat” wg 1 

geſtiop he then plants and grafts upon dur 

affl ction, which are much more dangerous 4 
us than the. affliction itſelf. We > 

Sometimes he injects deſpootinix thoughts 
into the afflicte d ſoul, Then ſaid I, . am — 
Ko rom e . wats! Pi. Xgl. * 
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* hy my miſery, the wormwoog, 
85 all. . 9 
; 39 he ſuggeſts hard hots of 
God; Ruth i. 20. - The Lord hath dealt 
© very bitterly with me, Vea, he hath dealt 
© maxe ſeverely with us than any other, Lam, 
i. , See ang. behold, if there be any 
© ſorrow like unto my ſorrow which is done 
* 
4 


unto me, wherewith the Lord hath atflic- | 


ted me in the the day, of his Herce anger,” 
And ſometimes, murmuring and repiging 


thoughts 1 10 the Lord z the foul: is dif- ; 


e hand of God upon it. Jovah 


picaled at t 
ald, 7. 


was angry at the hand of God, and 


Ez: oo l to be angry, ever unto death, Jonah, ave 


98. What . diſmal thoughts are theſe 2. And 


dos much more afflictive to a gracious. ſoul. 


— I 


; % 4 rical #:0ug + 


1% than the loſs of any outward enjoyment in 
I Fas . 


Aud ſometimes very irreligious and i 
as if there were no privilege 
Han dy religion, and all our pains, 


ä © rilyft have cleanſed my heart.in vaio; "nnd 
_ Coapaſhed my bands in innocency; forall the 


Lam. ii. 18, 19. © My hope is periſhed fro * 
-— © the: Lord. Remembering my af tion 


Tes and care about duty were little dexter | 
5 than Toft labour, Pfal. Ixxiii; 1. 3, 14. Ve- 


5 © day. logg I have been Augen and Chat y . 
ed every morning. 3 


Rn theſe Fg Satan gets ne ball ade tea 13 


_ -obfervation that a-late worthy author hath | 3 4 
made upon this caſe. 
e rheift, and what will the prophane ſcoffer 


3 & ” Yon you. yourſelves unbelieviogly cry oaks. 
Where is our God? Will they not be 


* 
13 
2 FIT 
ONE 
SMES 
:36% 
LA * 


* „ 


"mak the 91 if their Fee 99 | 
tage. upon the afflicted Chriſtians” for albeit 
*thele thoughts are his burden, and God Wi 
not impute them to the condemnation of his 
people; yet they rob the ſoul of Peace, and 


hinder it from duty, and make it act uncomes 


3 * 40, 9 This is An as ey; 
„ PF 2M. 


J under affliction, to the {tumbling and. hots. 3 
So ” Þ 


have any regard to the honour of God, and” 
religion, which will hereby 5 expoſed! to W 
reproach. | 


dening of others io their in : beware theres 


fore left by your exceſſes of ſorrow ye giv 27 4 
place to the devil; we are not e 0 Ph 85 


devices. SE, 
- Conſider. 75. Give no = to RW re 4 
rows upon the account of affl ctious, f e 


If you flight your own 1 Ty do. not 1 
gig ht the honour of God and religion Ret 


0 Take heed how you carry it in a day of tron” I | 


ie, many eyes are upon you. It is a true” 


* 


„What will the a+ x 2 © | E 


« ſay when they ſhall ſee: this? SD ti At 
y do but { 


„% malicious they are, that if tt 85 
« you in afffiction, they EE 
*{corofully demandingyy Where is? your © 4 
+4 God * 3 MN 

But what will theyifay,/ if oy! Mo 
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10 Advice and "0; to the AY 


% make ſuch boaſt of, which you fee how i 
&« little it does for them in day of extremity: ? 
| « they task of promiſes, r.ch and precious | 
'} *#"premiſes: but where me they now © Or to 
- * what purpoſe do they ſerve? They ſaid 
60 they had a treaſure in heaven, what ails 
them to mourn fot zen, if their riches be 
ire? 

O. 5 0 Ree you FR Ln the — 
they! have eyes o fee what you can do, as 
well as ears to hear what you can ſay. And 
as long as your carriage under trouble is fo 
much like their own, they will never think 
your principles are better than theirs. Car- 
nal worldlings will be drawn to think, that 

Whatever fine talk you might have about God 

. and heaven, your hearts were molt upon the 

- ſamethings that theirs were, ſince your oy 

for their removal is as great as theirs, 

They know by experience what a ſtay it is 
to the heart to have an able, faithful friend 

: 0 depend upon, or to have hopes of a great 

Jeſtats mortly to them; and»they will never 

e perſuaded you bave any ſuch ground of 

comfort, if they ſte you as much caſt down, | 

- as they that pretend to no ſuch matter. 0 
By this means the precepts of Chriſt cob n. 
17 Ae and contentment in all eſtates, _ 

|. - come to be looked upon (like khofe of he 
4 Stoicks) only as magnifica verb brave words, s 
ty but "I as are. OY to be TOI 

1 3 
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and'the whole of the golpel will be taken for 2 1 
an ary notion, ſince they that profeſs greats. Ax 


* eſt regard to iti are no more helped thereby. 
Oo what a ſhame is it that religion ſhould in. 
this caſè make no more differences betwixt 


8 man and man? Wherefore ſhew to the world 3 


WHat-ever their common cenſures ate) that 
ti not ſo much your care to differ from them 


ility, meekneſs, contempt of the World,” 


ſome opinion, and a little ſtrictueſs, as in 64 


and heavenly mindedueſs; and now let theſe 74 5 


graces diſplay thomſelves by your chearful, 
patient deportment under all your grievances. 
Wherefore hath God plamed thoſe excel = 

lent graces in your fouls, bat that he might. 3 
be glorified, and you-begefited by the exer- 


ciſes of. them in tribulation ?* Should theſe be 4 


ſuppreſt and hid, and nothing but the pride 


by 4 
av. # 1 . * 2 
*% a # Py 


paſſion, and oamortified carthlingls of your : 


hearts ſet on work, and diſcovered in ume Bf - 
trouble; what a dur, what 8 wound wil 


vou give to the glorious name which is cal- 7 


led npon by you? And then if your'hearcs 

be truly gracious, that will pierce you: ba 

er than ever your atiction which derne. 

ed it dio : 
I Fbefecch you es be couden . he” - ” 0 

5 name of God, if you will not be bo of Ie” ; | 

on peace nd comfort. 

„ 16. Be 2 and bold your rene 
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Adler and * fo the Cath, 


hy 1 hog know how many mercies lie | in e 
womb of this affliction. 3. 

Great are the benefits of a ſharp rouſing af. 3 
fliction to the people of God at ſomg times 
and all might have them at all times, were 
they more careful to improve them. Holy 
David thankfully acknowledgeth, Pal. cxix. 
7 1, I is good for me that I have been afflieted. 

And ſurely there is as much good in them 
for you, as for him if the Lord ſanctify them 


1 N to ſuch ends and uſes as his were ſanctiſied 


. 3 | 
" OUCH a ſmarting rod as this came not before 
Ader as need enough for it, and poſſiby you 
ſaw the need of ſome awakening providence 
- Yourſelves; but if not, the Lord did: he took 


- not up the rod to {mite you, till his faithful- 


N and tender love to your fouls called upon 
haz to correct you. . 
Tou now fit penſive under the rod, ſadly 

lamenting and deplorin 8 the loſs of ſome earth- 
I comfort, your heart is ſurcharged with for- 
- row, your eyes run down upon every mention 


|. ad remembrance of your dear friend. Why, 
jk there were no more, this alone may diſco- 
ver the need you had of this rod; for doth” 
not all this forrow at parting, plainly ſpexk-. 
bow much your hearts was ſet upon, how". 
. 5 08 2585 Was data to > this aha: Con. 5 
17 5 1 


"porn BY | of this K rie "voy. 


1 degrees deeper into the creature ho 
you are aware of? And what ſhould God do 
in this caſe by you? Should he ſuffer you to 
_ cleave to the creature more and more? ſhould. 
1e permit it to purlotn-and exhauſt your. ore 
and delight, and ſteal away your heart fem. =} 
himſelf ? This he could not do and love you." 2 4 
The more impatient you are under thisaffies "* 7 
tion, the more need you had f it. 4 
And what if by this ſtroke the Lord will a. + B+ 
| waken your drowſy foul, and recover q ο 8 
of that pleaſant, but dangerous ſpiritual flum- 
ber you were fallen into, whilſt you hag. * . 
lowed your head upon this pleaſant, Tealible 
7 enjoyment? Is not this really better — 1 g 
for you, than if he ſhovld ſay, Sleep on! ? He 
is joined to idols, let him alone, he is departys 
ing from me the I to a broken allem 
let him go. 4 Ws 
„Tea, what if by this firoke upon one ol 
the pleaſanteſt things you had in this world 
God will diſcover to you, more ſenſibly ani! 4 
effectually than ever, the vanity both of the 
and all earthly comforts, ſo as that you thal* 7 
from henceforth never let forth your oooh "iS 
your hope, your love and delight to any of” 7 
tdem as you did before? You could talk be- 
fore of the creature's vanity z- bat F queſtion ; 
whether ever you had foclear and convincing © | 
a light of its vanity as you have this day: and* 


af not 1 a . Mercy in To Ke 


e 
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o; "te and I Supgrt the Cath, 


1 Now, if ever God is weaning you from all 
| fond opinions, and vain expectations from 
this world; by this your judgment of the crea- 
tunres is rectified, and your affections to all o- 
ther enjoyments on earth moderated : and is 
this nothing? O doubtleſs it is a greater mer- 
WY to you than to have your friend alive again. 
And what if by this rod your wandering, 
_ gadding heart ſhalbbe whipped home to God? 
- Your neglected Auties revived, your decayed 
#_ .. communion with God reſtored, à ſpiritual, 
| * heavenly frame of heart recovered? What will o 
Fou ſay then? 
_-. Surely you will bleſs that merci ſand * 


. "the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, that by ſuch 
device as this recovered you to. himſelf. 
No you can pray more conſtantly, more 7 — 
ritually, more affectionitely than before. 0 
bleſſed rod, which buds and bloſſoms with 
much fruits as theſe | let this be written among 
pour beſt mercies; for you ſhall have cauſe to 
if # adore and bleſs God eternally for this beueti- 
dal affliction. 
1 __ Confider. 17. Suter not yourſelves to 3 
|! tranſported by impatience, and ſwallowed up 
N gf grief, becauſe God hath exerciſed you un- 
4- der a ſmart rod; for as ſmarting as it is, it is: 
' comparatively a gentle ſtroke to what 8 
as good as yourſelves have felt. 7 


. beute bas 


which removed the obſtructions wand” adore 
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under the 25 2 of 51 ir R-lithiis 105 Le: | 


is but a ſingle death before you, but others 
have ſeen many deaths contrived into one up 
their relations, to which yours is nothing. 
Zedekiah faw his children murdered before 
' his eyes, and then had thoſe eyes (alas to 
late) put out. The worthy author of that e 
alte book forementioned, tells us of a choice 
and godly gentle woman in the north of Ire- 
land, who when the rebelliog brake out there, 
| fled with three children, one of them upon 
the breaſt; they had not gone far before they 
were {tripped naked by the Iriſh, who to their 
admiration ſpared their lives (it is Ne, con- 
cluding that cold and hunger would kill them) * 
after wards going on at the foot of 4 Her 
which runs to Locheach, others met them and 
Would have caſt them into the river; but this 
godly woman, not diſmayed, aſked azlittle lie" 
berty to pray, and as the lay naked on the fro 
zen ground, got reſolution not to go an her 4 
own feet to ſo unjuſt a death, upon Which 8 | 
ving called her, and ſhe refuſing was drag- 
ged by the heels along that rugged way, to » | 
bee caſt in with her little ones, and companye* | |} 
But ſhe:theayturned, and on ber knees, 
; "aps; You (hould;® am ſure, be Chriſtians,” 1 
and men 1 ſec.” you are; % tt taking away our 
nmifſerable lives, you do us a pleaſure; but 
know,” that as We never wronged vou nor 
ng vary mull remember to die alſo your- 
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| . n and ee, to rhe te Getty, 
i . to the Judge of heaven and earth. 
Hereupon they reſolved not to murder them 
With their own hands, but turned them all na- 
ked upon a ſmall iſland in the river, without 
apy proviſion, there to periſh. © -_ . 
The next day, the two boys having crept F 
"-alide, found the hide of a beaſt which” had 
been killed, at the root of a tree, which the 
mother caſt over them lying upon the ſnow. 
The next day a little boat goes by, unto whom .. 
© ſhe calls for God's ſake to take them in, but 7 
they being Iriſh, refuſed ; ſhe defired a little  } 
„bread, but they {aid they had none; then ſhe 
begs a coal of fire, which ſhe obtained; and 
"thus, with ſome fallen chips, made a little 
| fire, and the children taking a piece of the 
bide, laid it on the coals, and began to gnaw _ 
- «the leather; but without an r \ "ne 
Nun ſupport, what could this do? _ 
5 Thus they lived ten days, without any vi- 
| l of help, having no bread, but ice 
and ſhow, nor drink, except water. The 
doo boys being near ſtarved, ſhe preſſed them 
wt go out of her ſight, not being able toſee  _ 
| their death; yet God delivered them as mifa- 
| culouſly at laſt, as he had ſopported them all | 
* > that while. + A . 5 
But judge whether a natugit 4a in an. Bo] 
. Z 5 way be comparable to ſuch a trial 8 - 
this; and yet thus the Lord did * Hu wy \'- 
and eminently * mar 3 


4 the 25 of hi Relatians. 4 10% 
Aud, Mr. Wall, in his Norit-bit=Chriſt, re- 


| Hates as lad a paſſage of a poor family in Ger- 


many, who were driven unto that extremity 
in the famine, that at laſt the parents made a 
motion one to the other to ſell one of the chil- 
dren for bread to ſuſtain themſelves and the 
reſt; but hen they came to conſider which 
chile it ſhould be, their hearts ſo relented, and 
yearned upon every. one, that they reſolved 
rather all to die together. 
Lam: iv. x. The hands of the pitiful women 
baue fodden their own children. I 
But why ſpeak I of theſe extremities ? How 
many parents, yea, ſome godl ones too, have? 
noed to fee their children dying n profane 
neſs, and ſomę by the hand 7 re lament- 


ing tir rebellions with a aden their 7 


1 "necks,.. 


ſtings there are in the afflictions of, others 


ſurely you have no reaſon to think the Lord : E | 
hath dealt more bitterly with you than any. 3 
It is a gentle ſtroke, a mercifal diſpenſation,⁶⁵ 


if yon compare it with what others have felt. 


»  Confiders 18. If God be your God, you hang | 3 | 
really loſt nothing byt the removal of an Fs 9 i 


6 ture comfort. 5 


ciſterns to receive, and convey to us What 
2 2 oe God is 5 led to communicate to 


Tea, we read in 


AhY reader, little oft tak Thaw whar > of 


e 


God is the fountain of all true i RI 1 
creatures, the very beſt and ſweeteſt, ace butt 
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5 has them. aud if the ciſtern be broken, or the : 
Pipe cut off, ſo that no oy comfort can 
14 Fe conveyed to us that way, he hath other 
ways and mediams to do it by, Which we 
think not off; and if he pleaſe he can convey 
bis comforts to bis people without any of 
| them; And if he do it more immediately, 
EF! we: ſhall be no loſers by that; für no com- 
= forts in the world are fo delectable, and ra- 
viſhingly ſweet, as thoſe that ow immediately 
from the fountain. _ 25 
Audi it is the ſenſuality of our hearts that 
ceayoſes us to affect them fo inordinately, and 
grie xe for the loſs of them ſo immoderatet F 
as it we had not enough in God, without, 
theſe creature-ſupplements. _. * 
Is the fulneſs of the fountain yours ? Aud : 
pet do vou caſt down yourſelves, becauſe the 
2 Wh -n eisern is removed? The. beſt crea- © 
tures are no better, Jer. ii. 13 Ciſterns have 
nothiag but what they receive, and brokea 1 
oves cannot hold what is put into them. Why 
then do you mourn, as if your life were bound 
; 9 up ia the creature? You have as. free an ac- 
ceſs to the fountain as you had before. It is 
| bf: the advice of an heathey, (and {et them take 
25 the comfort of it) to repair, by a new eagthly. 
* comfort, what we have loſt in the former. 


"oY, TS 


| Thou haſt carried forth him hom thon * 
1 lopedſt, (Faith Seneca) ſeek one whom | 
3 « © thou an love in his ſtead: &, di 


eat R 


— CCTEEES — — | | 
E wnder th Lofs f glei Rü. 1 . 
ec to repair than to bemoan thy los. 
But if God never repair your loſs, in things 
of the ſame kind, you know he can abundants: = 
y repair it it hiinſals, * a „ 
Ah! Chriſtian, is not one kiſs of his mouth, - 1 
one glimpſe of his countenance, one ſeal “ 
his Spirit, a more ſweet and ſubſtantial com- 
fort, than the ſweeteſt relation in this world Þ#': | | 
can afford you? If the ſtream fail, repair t 
the fountain, there is enough ſtill; Bock 53 4 
where he was, and what he » Was, though the b 
creature be not. & 
Confidere 1g. Though you may want a lt. 1 
tle comfort in your life, yet ſurely it may be . 
' fecompetiled to you by a more eaſy death, "2 || 
The remoyal of your friends before youy 1 F 
may turn to your great advantage, when your + | 
hour is come that you muſt follow them. Q 
how have many good ſouls been clogged, ans 
enſnared, in their dying hour, by the le, 25 4 1 
cares, and fears they have had about thoſe 
they muſt leave behind them in a fi nful, evil 
World! 

Four love to them might have proved: I 
ſnare to you, and cauſed you to hang back, as. 
lothe to go hence; for theſe are the Fr 1 I 
that make men lothe to die. And thus it mig 
have been with you except God had removed 

them hefore-hand, or ſhould give vun in that 
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e * Advice and Support to the Godly, 
love, as ſhould maſter, and mortify all our 
eurthly affections to theſe things. 


I knew a gracious perſon, now in heav en, 


F ho for many weeks in her laſt ſickneſs, com- 
plained that ſhe found it hard to part with a 


dear relation, and that there was nothing 


25 proved a greater clog to her ſoul, than this: 


It is much more eaſy to think of going to our 
friends, who are in heaven before us, than of - 
parting with them, and leaving our defi rable 


and dear ones behind us. 


And who knows what cares and diſtract- 
ing thoughts you may then be peſtered and 


diſtracted with, upon their account? What 
Mall become of thele, when 1 am gone? Iam 


now to leave them, God knows to what Wants, 
miſeries, temptations, and afflitions in the 


; : idk of  decciefol, defiling, dangerous world. 


[ know it is our duty to leave our fatherleis 


; 5 en, and friendleſs relations, with God; 
do truſt them with him that gave them to us: 


And ſome have been enabled chearfully to do 
io when they were parting from them. Lu- 


ther could fay, „Lord, thou haſt given me 


%a Wife and children, I have little to leave 
. them; nouriſh, teach, and keep them, O 
te thou Father of tHe fatherleſs, and Judge 

= « of the widow.” But every Chriſtian hath 
not à Luther's faith; ſome find it a hard thing 
80 diſentagle their aten at ſuch a Ade | 
N rt 8 it God has lent all 7 ours before . 
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BS 


be eahjer to you than others.) ,; 
Cuuſder. 20. But if nothing tat beth bees, 
yet ſaid will ſtick with you, then, laſtly, re.. 
member that you are near that ſtate, and plac, | | 
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under br, If that N, 1H 
you have ſo much the leſs to do; death ma, 
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x" 
+40: J 

) 


which admits no ſorrows, nor jad reflectious, N 


* 4 


upgn any ſuch accounts as theſe. 


Vet a little while! and you, ſhall not wis 


VS 


them, you ſhall not need them, but you. alk F 
live as the angels of God: We now live parts * 
ly by faith, partly by ſenſe, partly upon God, 


and partly upon the creatures our Nate ig 


mixed, therefore our comforts are ſo too. 


But when God ſhall be all in all, and 16s 1 : 


ſhall be as the angels of God in the way and 


manner of our liviag, how much will te 
caſe be alte fed with us then, from what it is 


# 


now?? a tre neg 
Angels neither marry, not are given 


marriage, neither ſhall the children of the re- 
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ſurrection; when the days of our finning ares 


Our glorified relations ſhall ive with us for | 


ended, the days of our meurning mall be-1o wag 
too. No graves were opened nll fin entered, 
and no more ſhall be opened when hn is !-. 
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_ ever; they ſhall complain no more, die 69 
more z yea, this is the, happinels of chat e, 
ta which you are paſſing on, that your-louls Ty 
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being in the neareſt conjunction with God, he 


fountain of joy, you ſhall haxe ng COncermieys 
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. Ton mall not be put 43 


© theſe exerciſes of patience, nor ſubjected to 


doch ſorrows as you now feel, any more. It 
is but a little kites, and the end of all theſe 
og; will. come. O therefore bear up, as 

0 11 that expe ſuch x 4 of ee at 


And thus I have Ghihed the ſecond gene- 
pal head of this diſcourſe, which is a diſſua- 
_ tive from the fin of immoderate forrow. 
3. 1 now proceed to the third thing propo- 
| fed, namely, to remove the pleas and excuſes 


for this immoderate grief. It is natural to 


men, pea, to good men, to juſtify their exceſ- 


od or at leaſt to extennate them, by pleading | 


for thar paſſions, as if they wanted not cauſe, 
aud reaſon enough to excaſe them. If theſe 
de fully an{wered, and the ſoul once convinc- 
85 and. left without apology for its fin, it is 
= then in a fair way for its cure, which i is the 
n thing deſigned in this treatiſe. 
My — buſineſs, therefore, is, to ſatis- 


4475 thoſe objections, and anſwer thoſe. reaſons 


> which are commonly pleaded in this caſe, to 


rx our exceſſive grief for loſt relations. 
> And though I ſhall carry it in that line of re- . 


lation to which the text directs, yet it * 1 7 2 


| quil applicable to all others. 
' Plea 1. Tou preſs me, by many prent con- 
ſcderations to meekneſs, and quiet ſubmiſſon 
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referring both the mercy aſked, and continue 82 3 
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i es nd agb, 11 3 5 Fill 
tle know what ſtings my ſoul feels now in t. | 
This child was a child of many prayers, "it? ||| 
| was a Samuel begged of the Lord, and I con. 1 
cluded, when I had it, that it brought with 7 
it the returns, and anſwers of many prayers.” | 
But now I ſee it was nothing leſs; God bag 
no regard to my prayer about it, nor Was 
given me in that ſpecial way of mercy, as 111 
imagined it to be: My child is not only dead, 
but my prayers in the ſame day ſhut on, and 
denied. =! 
Anſwer 1. That you prayed for your chiks 1 
dren before you had them, was your du; 
and if you prayed not for them ſubmiſſively, . 
referring it to the pleaſure of God to give, or 1 
deny them, to continue, or remopg chem, as ** 
ſhould ſeem good to him, that was your ſin ; 
You ought not to limit the Holy One of Ifrach - 3 4 
not preſcribe to him, or capitulate with him, 
for what term you ſhall enjoy your outward 
comforts ; If you did ſo, it was your evil, aud E: it 
God hath juſtly rebaked it by this ſtroke. 1 3 
you did pray conditionally, aud ſubmiſlively + x 


_ ance of it ta the will of God, as you ought toy | 
do; then there is nothing in the death of yours 1 | 
child, that croſſes the true * and intent 

in your prayer. 
- "Anſwer 2. Your prayers may be anfivered, | 
5 the thing prayed for be with-held, : 
: . or Bong * 99 given toy a little 
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'7 <4 The Phar o had, 4 
" whils 105 ſnatched away from you agian. 


There are four ways of God's auſwering pray- I 


ers; by giving the thing prayed for preſently, 
Dan. Ix. 2g. or by ſuſpendiug the aviwer for 


a time, and giving it afterwards, Luke xviii. 


J. U by witholding from you that mercy 


Mercy in the room of it, Deut. ib. 24. com- 


pared with Deut. xxxiv. 4. 5. or, -laftly, by 
© Siving you patience to bear the loſs, or want 
| of i or. xl. 9. | | 


Now, if the Lord have taken away your 


you a meek, quiet, ſubmiſſive heart to his 


af ep 
Plia a. * K have loſt 2 lovely; obliging, 


and moſt endearing child, one that was beau- 
- tifal, and ſweet; it is a ſtony heart that would 
not diſſolve into tears for the loſs of one ſo 
deſirable, fo engaging as this was: Ab! it is 
no common loſs. 50 | 


eee lovelyand enpagiug; 


"your relation was, the more excellent will 
your patience, and contentment with the Will 
ok God, in its death, be; the more lovelineſo, 
the more ſelf-denial, the more grace. Had it 
been a thouſand times more endearingly cet 
than it was, it was not too good to den for 


God. If therefore obedicnce to the WIH of 


Which you aſk, and giving you a much better 


chend, or friend, and in lieu thereof given 


will, * need not wy he a ſhut out your | 


God doindeed maſier natural "ok and. 


_ 


| 
"Conn E Ono moe | 
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j — 
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that you look upon patience 1 contentment. 
as much more beautiful than the ſweeteſt, ang 
molt defirable enjoyment on earth, it may tum 
to you for ateſtimony of the truth andfAirengthy © 
of grace; that you can, like Abraham, part 
with a child whom you ſo dearly love, in q- 
bedience to the will of your God, whom 1 git 
love infinitely more. SY 
Anſwer 2. The loavelinefs a beauty of our I 
children, and relations, though ĩt maſt be a 2 
knowledged a gogd gift from the hand ß ñ4 
God; yet it is but a common gift, and often- ry 
times becomes a ſnare, and is, in its n na- 
ture, but a tranſitory, vaniſhing tbing, ak 
therefore no ſuch great are ar loſs 
as is pretended. | 4 
I fay, it is but a common gift; hab,” Fo 2 
donijah, and Abſalom, had as lovely preſencsg 
as any in their generation. Nea it is nat gu 
ly common to the wicked, with the godly, 
but to brute animals, as well as men, aud to; 4 
moſt that excel in it, it becomes a temptationy g 
the ſouls of ſome had been more beautiful and =þ | 
lovely, if their bodies had been leſs. . Be 
ſides, it is but a lower which nouriſhes in its. | 4 
month, and then fades. his therefore ſnoulck 
not be reflected on as fo great a are eee 
to aggravate your trouble 7 
"4 3Anfroer 3. But it your relation Neep i in . 5 4 
us, he will appear ten thouſand tines mr 
= Hehe the _—_— of the dm than 
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5 ” whitd _ ſnatched away from you agian. 0 
There are four ways of God's auſwering pray- 
ers ; by giving the thing prayed for preſently, 
Dan. ix. 23. or by ſuſpendiug the anſwer for 

a time, and giving it afterwards, Luke xvili. 
1 or by witholding from yon that mercy 
which you aſk, and giving you a much better 
mercy in the room of it, Deut. iii. 23. com- 
pared with Deut. xxxiv. 4. 5. or, -laftly, by 
[$a you patience to bear the loſs, or want 


5 Now, if the Lord have taken away your 
child, or friend, and in lieu thereof given 
you a meek, quiet, ſubmiſſive heart to his 


4 wer 65 need not ay he Haw ſhut out _ 
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Jery. 
"Plea 2. But 1 have loſt 2 lovely; obliging, 
and moſi endearing. child, one that was beau- 


- fu], and ſweet; it is a tony heart that would 
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not diſſolve into tears for the loſs of one fo 

deſtrable, fo engaging a as wits was: Ah! it is 
vo common loſs. 7 

Arfwer 1. The more lovely and engagiod; 

. relation was, the more excellent will 
your patience, and contentment with the Will 
of God, in its death, be; the more loyelinels, 
the more ſelf-denial, the more price. Had it 
© been a thouſand times more endearingly$veet- 
than it was, it was not too good to deny fr 
God. If therefore obedience to this WIH nf 
© God do 0 W natural en and. I 


z 3: * „ | 4 
| 24 a . : 8 : 


1 


PREY 4 
2 SN "EF 

BS a NS". 

* F 

"FE 


that you look vpon pace Ld) contentment. 
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as much more beautiful than the ſweeteſt, aud 


$I. 


moſt defirable enjoyment on earth, it may turn 


to you for a teſtimony of the truth and it W 


of grace; that you can, like Abraham, par?” 


with a child whom you fo dearly love, in 0+ 


bedience to the will of your God, whom 1 


love infinitely more. 


God; yet it is but a common gift, and oftens 4 | | 
times becomes a ſnare, and is, iu its own na- 3 If. 
ture, but a tranſitory, vaniſhing thing OY IA | 
therefore no ſuch great aggravaugy Ob the lot * & 
as is pretended. Yr 5. il 


Anſwer 2. The tovelineſs and beauty of our 
children; and relations, though it mult be ac 
knowledged a goad gift from the hand = 


I fay, it is but a common wht Thav,” 1 


donijah, and Abſalom, had as lovely preſeneey - 


as any in their generation. Vea, it is not on 
ly common to the wicked, with the godly, 


but to brute animals, as well as men, and 


moſt that excel in it, it becomes a temptation, * 
the ſouls of ſome had been more beautital — 


lovely, if their bodies had been leſß W. Be-. <1 
fides, it is but a flower which nourtthes in its i 


month, and then fades. This therefore ſhould 


not be tefteſted on as ſo great a arcatancs, 
t aggravate your trouble. 


2 iAnfroer 3. But if your relation 1 leep i in 1. 5 J 
fuß, be will appear ten thouſand times mers 
7 ge eB the apes, of the reſiierrtoody a 
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# ever he was in the 35 What i is wk ex- 
| acteſt, pureſt beauty of mortals, to the ingom- 


Den ſhall the righteons ſhine forth as the fun, 
in the kingdom of their Father, Matth. xiii. 43. 
In this hope we part with them, therefore 


Akt ſujtably ro your hopes. | 
Plea 3. O! but my child was nipt off by 


1 death in the very bud, I did but fee, and love 
and part: Had I enjoyed it longer, and had 


time to ſuck out the ſweetneſs of ſuch am en- 
£  joyment, I could have borne it eaſier ; but its 
months or years with me were ſo few, that 
hey only ſerved to raiſe an expectation, which 
. Was quickly, and therefore the more fadly dife | 


s 


| 1 0 1. Did your friend die young, or 
q Vas the bond of any other relation diſſolved 


* almoſt as ſoon as made? Let not this feem ſo 


= intolerable a load to you; for if you have 


| [ 25 to hope they died in Chriſt, then they 


wed long enough in this world. It is truly 


-Jaid, He hath failed long enough, that hath 
Won the harbour; he hath fought long e- 
Lough, that hath obtained the victory; he 
- Hath run long enough, that hath touched the 
Goal; and he hath lived long enough upon 


hs © earth, that hath won heaven, be his days Bare 


never ſo few. 


Anſwer 2. The ſooner your relation tied - "i 
| the * fin hath becn gs wack he 855 Ry 
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parable beauty of the ſaints in the reſurrection? 
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themſelves or theirs, than ſerves to fit them 
for a better.. 

| Anſwer 3. And whereas you imagine the 
parting would have been eaſier, if the enjoy⸗- 
ment had been longer, it is a fond and ground 


5 LES Goats was _ . * 
Li wa it” eee SO ny 0 * had v —— ** GA 
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„re, 
ee, 


conſuetude, a 
eaſier parting | 
ter, whatever. you think. 


- 2 


ſhoald ſatisfy you, that God 
time. | 
Plas © 
my only one, I have none 


repair the breach, and ma 
God had given me other ta take 
Put to loſe all at one ſtroke is inſupport abe - 

Auer l. Religion allows not unte C 
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. ſlians a liberty of expreſſing the death of their 
dear relations, by ſo hard a word as the loſs 
of them is, They are not loſt, but ſent be- 
fore you. And it is a ſhameful thing for a 


2 Pleas a of Maron, 


Chriſtian to be reproved for ſuch an uncome- 


85 by expreſſion by an heathen. It is enough to 


| : make vs bluſh to read what a heathen ſaid in 
this caſe. Never ſay thou haſt lojt any 


thing, (faith Epictetus) but that it is retura- 
«ed. Is thy fon dead? He is only reſtore d. 
Is thy inhericance- taken from thee ?- It is 
s alſo returned.” And a while after he adds, 
Sit pmne quod Deus wult ;\ that is, Let t every 
5 thing be as the gods would have it.“ 


 Arfever 2. It is no fit expreſſion to ſay you 


25 | have loft all in one, except that one be Chriſt; 
ad he being once yours, can never be loſt. 


| ; -Doubtleſs, your meaniog is, you have loft all 


F GY 


4 PCD as 


«Four comfort of that kind; and what though 


vou have? Are there not multitudes of com- 


-borts yet remaining, of a bigher kind, and of a 


more precious and durable nature? If you 


| hore no more of that tort, yet ſo long as you 


* Anſwer 3. You too much imitate the way 
15 of the world in this complaint; they know 
vot how to repair the loſs. of one comfort, 
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have better, what cauſe have yon to rejoice } - 


dot by another of the fame nature, which muſt 
de put in its room to fill up the vacancy But 
bave you no other way to ſupply your ot? 
Hare get; not a Heu to "MM the 7 og an * Ny 
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creature that leaves you? Serefy't his x 8 cc 
better become a man whoſe portion is in- this - 1 
life, than one that  profeiles God is; his alk: ian 
all. n 7 


N „ 1 þ 

Plea 5. O but my only one ĩs not e-only ta, 

bes away, but there remains no expectatiou , 

or probability of any more: 1 muſt now lo 

upon myſelf as a dry tree, never to take come | _ | 

| : fort in children any more, which is a _— | 

3 | | rbought. bg! © Wt 
| Anſaiber 1. Suppoſe what you lay; thay W 5 

; have no hope, nor expectation of another 

child remaining to yon; yet if you have 7 

hope of better things than children, you have 

no reaſon to be caſt down: Bleſs God for 


higher and better hopes than theſe. In Ila.” / | 
vi. 4, 5. the Lord conf rts them that have? b 


no expectations of ſons or daughters, with 7 
this: That he wilt give unto them im bus 0e, 
and within his awalls, a place, and a name bh, 
ter than of fons and daughters ; tuen an Ng F 

ing name that ſhall not be cut off, "There are 7} 
better mercies, and higher hopes than thele 3 // 

though your hopes of children, or from chil: 
dren, ſhould be cut off, yet if your: cn : 

hopes are ſecure, and ſuch as ſhall not make 
you aſhamed, yon ſhould not be ſo caſt downs? 
Anſaver 2. If God will dot have your come 1 
forts to lie any more in children, then reſolve | 

| <2 to place them in himſelf, and you ſhall never 


fad > ems to _— of loſs wy n an * 1 


* 


18 120 . Plans of SPY | | 
f ad: You will find that in God which i is 
not to be had in the creature; one hour's 
- communion with him, ſhall give you that 
whichthe happieſt parent never yet had from 
bis children; you will exchange braſs for gold, 
| periſhing vanity, far {alid and abiding excel. 
* Jency. 
Fla 6. But the faddennels of the ſtroke is 
|. amazing, God gave little or no warping to 
Prepare for this trial: Death executed its com- 
miſhon as ſoon as it opened it. My dear huſ- 
band, wife, or child, was ſnatched unexpect- 
© edly ont of my arms, by a ſurprizing ſtroke 
& and rhis makes my ſtroke heavier than my 
+ complaint, | 
F Anfwer 1. That the death of your relation 
was ſo ſudden and ſurpriſing, was much your 
own fault, who onght to have lived in the 
cel ſenſe of its vanity, and the expeCtation 
of your ſeparation from it ; you knew it to be 
d yiog comfort in its beſt eſtate: and it is ao 
ach wonderful thing to ſee that dead, which 
45 knew before tœ be dying: Beſides, yan 
ard the chaoges ringing about you in other 
| families z you frequently ſaw other parents, 
© huſbands, and wives, carrying forth their 
þ gead ; and what were all theſe but N 
en. you to prepare for the Jike trials | 
Surely, then, it was your own ſecurity 254. 
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Priſing to you; and who is to be blamed for 1 

that, you know. | | 

 Anfrver 2. There is much difference be- 

twixt the ſudden death of infants, and that 

of grawn perſons; the latter may have much q Fit 

work to do; many fins actually to repent , 

and many evidetces of their intereft in Chr 

| to examine and clear, in order to their more 

: comfortable death; and fo ſudden death oy. 

9 0 f be depricated by them. 

1 | | Bur the caſe of infants, oh exerciſe not | 
their reaſon, is far diffetent; they have na. 4 
ſuch work to do, but are purely paſſive: Al 

that is done in order to their ſalvation, is done 
by God immediately upon them, ſo it comes 
all to one, whether their death be more quicks 
or more flow. als 

Anſwer 3. You complain of the ſoddennech 
of the ſtroke; but another will be ready top 
ſay, had my friend died in that manner, "ay 
affliction had been nothing to what now i , 
I have ſeen many deaths contrived into WEN 3 1 
I faw the gradual approaches of it upon ] 
dear reiation, who felt every thread of enn 
as it came on toward him, who often cred 
with Job, chap. iii. 21, 22. bergen it light þ 
dive to lim that 45 in miſery, and life to the Till 
ker in ſauld Which long for denth, but it 8 | 
© trot, and dig for it mine than for hid treaſures : 1 | 
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. which you reckon the ſting of your 
 affiftion others would have reckoned a fa- 


© your and privilege. How many tender parents, 


and other relations, who loved their friends 
as dearly as yourſelves, have been forced to 
ben knees, upon no other errand but this, 


to beg the Lord to haſten the ſeparation, 


1 and put an end to that ſorrow, which to the m 


71 
by 
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was mach greater than the forrow for the 
dead. 

| Plea 7. You prefs me to We of ſor- 
rows, and I know I ought to ſhew it; but 
ou do not know how the caſe ſtands with me, 
there is a ſting in this affliction, that none 
feels but myſelf; and, O] how intolerable 
is it now! I neglected proper means in ſeaſon 
*to preſtrve life, or miſcarried in the uſe f 
means. I now ſee ſuch a neglect, or ſuch a 
e iftake about the means, as I cannot but 
| jog greatly to contribute to that lad loſs 
hien I now, too late, lament. 

O my negligence, O my raſhneſs, ci Ins, 
Saal geratenes! How doth my cosſcience 
now ſmite me fon my folly ! and by this ag- 
ire my burden beyond what is uſually felt 
* Athers. Had I ſeaſonably applied myſelf 
to the uſe of proper means, and kept Aitit-"_ 
5 to ſuch courſes and counſels as thoſe that 7 
are able and ſkilful might have preſcribe, F.. 
225 now have had a living hu{band, Wife = 


or oa whereas 1. am now not only | een; 15 


4 wk ; 
. . * a 33 4 = 5 - 6 1 q * . - 4 * 1 * 
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63 but am 158 to think [ his D my- ys Ti 
ſelf of them, Surely there is no ſorrow like ; 


unto my ſorrow. 


Anſwer 1. Fhough it be a0 evil to Weges 


8 light the means ordained by God for tre- 44 


covery of health, yet | no leſs evil ta aſcribe © 7 ! 

ely ton much on them: 
The beſt means in the world are weak ans 
ine ffectual, without God's aſſiſtance and cons > 
currence, and they ever have his aſliſtance or 
concurrence, when his time is come; ang 
that it was fully come in your friend's cafe, - 4 
is manifeſted now by the event. 80 that if 
your fiiend had had the moſt excellent helps 
the world affords, they would have availed 3 
nothing, This conſideration takes place ss | | 
ly in. your caſe, who ſee what the will of 
God is by the iſſue, add may not be pleaded. 


too much to them, or 


by any whilſt it remains dubious and uncer- 


tain, as it generally doth in time of ſickaels.. 


* Aufwer 2. Do you not unjultly charge, and = | | 


blome yourſelves for that which is not really” 
your fault, or neglect | How far you ares 


chargeable in this caſe, will beſt appear by 
comparing the circum{tagces you are now in, 


With thoſe you were in when yqur relatiog 
Fae 3 only arreſted by ſickneſs; and it was due 
bious to you what was your Quays and beſt 
FL _-Fourſe to take. 
Poſſibly you had cbGrved 0 many t to periſh © | 

* "i Shy licians hands, and ſo mady to recoren 
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wuithobt Wem, that you judged i it ſafer for 
your friend to be without choſe means, * 
to be bazarded by them. 
Or, if divers methods and courſes were 
1 preſcribed, and perſuaded to, and you now | 
fee your error, in prefgrring that which was 
moſt improper, and neglecting what was more 
+  fafe, and probable: yet as long as it did not 
ſo appear to your underſtanding at that time, 
but you followed the beſt light you had to 
guide you at that time, it were moſt nnjuſt 
to charge the fault upon yourſelves, for chu- 
fing that courſe that then ſeemed beſt to you, 
= whether it were ſo in itſelf, or not. 
lo be angry with yourſelves for doing, or 
omittiog what was then done, or omitted, 
© accordiog to your beſt diſcretion, and jndg- 
ment, becauſe you now fee it by the light of 
te event, far otherwiſe than you did before; 
it is to be troubled that you are but men, or 
that you are not as God, who only can force 
+. ſee ifſues and events; and that you acted as 
all rational creatures are bound to do, ac- 
cording to the light they e at the time 
* and ſeaſon of action. ; 
T7. _ 4afwer 3. To conclude, times of great af- 
ffliction are ey times of great tempta- 
2 tion, and it is uſual with Satan then to charge 
us with more ſias than we are really guilty of 
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which upon impartial examination will not. l 
be found to be ſo. 1 
Indeed bad your ER or mints 11 
been kyown or voluntary, or bad you really "3 [1 
preferred a little money {being able to give 3t} > 7 | | 
bdefore the life of your relation, and did de 
| berately chooſe to hazard this, rather tha 
part with that, no doubt then but there had 
6 deen much evil of ſin mixed with your affe, | 
. tion: and your conſcience may Jarly ſmite. © : 
1 Jauou for it, as your ſin. But in the other | 
caſe which is more commou, and I preſumg* 
yours; it is a falſe charge, aud you ought 
not to abet the deſign of Satan in it- 1 1 
]udge by the ſorrow you now feel for your. 4 z 
a. in what degree be was dear to %/j 
and what you could now willingly give to falls 
ſom his life, if it could be done with moneys... 
Judge, I ſay, by this, how groundleſs the 
charge is that Satan now draus up MY 
you: and vou are but too ready to ye 7 
the truth . : Ws x 
Plea B. Bat my troubles are upon a high er 43 
ſcore aud account. My child, or friend is 3 
paſſed into eternity, and I know not how it 
is with his ſoul. © Were I ſure my a ay 
© were with Chriſt, I ſhould be quiet; hut ww ij 
fears of the contrary are over helming ; 
it is terrible to think of the damnation of one 


0 dear to me. 
Xa 1. admit what the nee . 
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. Te you have real grounds to fear the 


eternal condition of your dear relation, yet it 


zs utterly uobeſecming you, even in fuch a caſe 


ss this, to diſpute with, or repine againſt the 


5 


Lord. 


1 do Suse it is a fore 480 heavy trial, 


and that there is no caſe more ſad and ſinking. 


to the ſpirit of a gracious perſon. Their death 
is but a trifle to this; but yer if you be ſuch 
us fear the Lord, methiaks his indiſputable 


ſovereignty over them, and his diſtingniſhing 
love and mercy to you thould at leaſt hileace | 


ere in this matter. 
Fil, His indifputable en over 


them, Rom. ix. 20. lo art thou, O man, | 
e deſputeſt with God He ſpeaks in the mat- 


ters of eternal election and reprobation. 
What if the Lord will not be gracious to thoſe 
that are fo dear to us? Is there any wrong 
done to them, or us thereby? Aaron's. two 
ſons were cut off in the act of fin by the 


Lord's immediate hand, and yet he held his 
= peace, Lev. x. 3. God told Abraham plain- 


1y, that the covenant ſhould not be eftablith- 
ed with Iſhmael, for whom he ſo carneſtly 
| prayed, O let Iſmael live before thee ! and he 
knew that there was no faivation out of the 
covenant, and yet he fits down 95 5 . 
the word of the Lord. | 

- Secondly, But if this do not * von, vel 


malte 25 e lags and OO 95 = 
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0 mould do it. O what do you « owe ie 
od, that root and branch hath not been caſt 
together into the fire! That the Lord hath” 
given you. hope, thro! grace that it hall be 
well with you for ever. Let this ſtop your 
; mouth, and quiet your ſpirit, though you. 
Would have grounds for this fear. 
+ Fnfawes 2. But pray examine the grounds 
| of your: fear, whether it may not proceed 
from the ſtrength of your affections to the e 
ternal welfare of your friend, or from the 
ſobtlety of Satan, deſigning. hereby to over. 
whelm and ſwallow you up in ſuppaled, as 
well as from juſt grounds and cauſes: In two 
caſes it is very probable, yaur fear may Prog. + 
ceed only from your own N or r Satan 3 
temptations. 
_ Firſt, If your relation died young, before 
it did any thing to deſtroy your hopes? Or, 
_ _  Sevendly, If grown, aud in ſome good 43 
oo gree 1 only he did not in life, or at 
death, madifeſ and give evidence ot — 
with that clearneſs as yon deſired. 5 
As to the caſe of infants in acnerdl, it is © 
; | pone of out cancer to judge their condition, 
anal as for thoſe that ſprang from covenanted” 
| parents it becomes us to exerciſe charity to- 
wards them; the 1 FO ſpeaks "ea favour- 
able of them... 
:And as for the more adult, "ha bave - 
bed rhe . of the * and made 


Py 1 15 
8 
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5 coafgevce of fin and duty, albeit they never 
madifeſſed what you could defire they had: 


yet ia them, as in young Abijah, * may be 


7 found fome good things towards the Lord,” 


which you never took notice of. Reverence 
of your authority, bafhfulneſs and ſhame- 
facedneſs, reſer vedneſs of diſpoſition, and 


many other things may hide thoſe ſmall and 


weak beginnings of grace that are in children, 
from the obſervation of the parents. God 
might ſce that in them that you never ſaw; 


. be diſpiſeth not the day of ſmall things. 


However it be, it is now ont of your reach, 
your concernment rather is to improve the of. | 
fiction to your own good, than judge and de- 


termine their condition which delongs not to 
B you, but to God. 


Plea g. O but I have ſinned in this e, 


and God hath puoiſhed my fin in diffolving it. 
O, faith one, my heart was fer too much up- 
on it, I even idollzed it, that was my fin: and, 
* faith another, I wanted due affections, n, 
did not love my relation, at leaſt not fo ſpiri- 

* rually;as I ought, that was my fin. Now 


God is viſiting me for all the neglects and de- 


fecdts that Re been in me towards * rela- | 


tion. * | 
n I, There is no man ſo thorongh- 


- F ſanctified, as not to fail and c ſhort-in 
many things; pertaining to his relative duties. 
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of the. holieſt perſons are as much diſcovered © 
in this, as in any other thing whatſoever; 
and it is a very common thing for conſcience, 
not ouly to charge theſe failures upon us, but 
to aggravate them to the utmoſt, when God 
hath made the ſeparation. So that this is no 
more than what is uſual and very common 
with perſons in your caſe. | 
| Anſwer 2. Admit that which the objection” ©» 
ſuppoſes, that God had afftifted you for ort 
| fin, and removed that comfort from you, 
_ which you idolized, and too much doated on; 
yet there is no reaſon you ſhould be to caſt 
down under your affliftion ; for all this may 
be, and probably is the fruit of his love tog, 
and care of your foal, Rev. iii. 1y. He tels 
the afflicted for their comfort, Whom I love 3 
J rebuke and chaſten. How much better is it 
to have an idolized enj.. ;ment taken from you ü-ĩ 
ia mercy, than if God ſhov.s iay concerning 
you, as he did of Ephraim, Hol. iv. 17. He 
ic jrined 10 idels, let him alone oo. 
O it is better for you that your Father now 
reckons with you for your follies with the rod 
in his hand, than to fay as he doth td eme, 
let them go on, I will not hinder them ia, or © 
rebuke them for their ſinful courſes; bt 
Vill reckon with them for all together ia hell 
at laſt.” 3 : Lo 
Aaſioer 3. And as to what you now charge 
upon pourierf, chat the negled of duty did 
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ſpring from the want of love to your relation: 
Tour ſorrow at parting may evidence that 


your relation was rooted deep in your affec- 


tion; But if your love was not fo ſpiritual 


and pure, to love and enjoy them in God; 
that was undoubtedly your fin, and is the fin 


of moſt Chriſtians ; for which both Jo * 
all others ought to, be humbled. 


Pla lo. God hath bleſſed me with an e- 


85 Ate: and. outward comforts in the world, 
Which I reckoned to have left to my poſteri- 


to; and now I have none to leave it with, not 


have I any comfort to think of it; the purpot- 
es of my heart are broken off, and the com- 
fort of all my other enjoyments blaſted by this 
- ftroke in an hour. How are the pains and 
cares of many years periſhed ! 


Anſwer 1. How many are there in the 
World, yea, of aur own acquaintance, whom 


; God hath cither denied, or deprived both of 
the comforts of children and eſtates too ? If 
he have left you thoſe outward comforts, ou 


ought to acknowledge his goodneſs therein, 


and not to flight theſe, becauſe he hath de- 
8 prived yon of the other. | 
. Anfwer 2. Though your children are gone, 


yet God hath many children left in the world, 


Whoſe bowels you may refreſh with what he 
+ Hath beſtowed upon you, add your charity to 
"ip Them! will goubtleſs turn to 4 ore e coulidet- 
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able account, than if you had left a large - Ss, 


{tate to your own poſterity. _ =: 


Surely we. are not ſent into this world to 5 
heap up great eſtates for our children: and if 
you have been too eager in this deſign, you 


may now read God's juſt rebuke of your fol- 


ly.” Bleſs God, you have yet an opportunity 
to ſerve him eminently by your charity and if 
God deny you other execators, let your own”. 
hands he your executors to diſtribute to the 
neceſſity of the ſaints, that the bleſſings of. 
them that are ready to Pre may come. Wer „ 


you. 


ige againſt your ſoul, to deject or exaſperate 
=. £4 And ſurely this is not Four buſineſs at nl. 
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en 186 0 bat the dee of its | 
witty wor 1 and ug actions, are wound- 3 

ing. 9 
Anfaver ' 1. Let it 1 lift up your hence] 
to God in praiſe, that gave you ſo deſitable a 

child, than fu your heart with diſcontent ? 
his hand in removing it. How many parents? 
are there in the wörld, whoſe children Gd 
hath deprived of reaſon and underſtanding, ſa + 
that they only differ from the beaſts in exter- 
nal hape and figure? And how many he, 
detimes fo perverſe a temper, that little com- ww 
fort can be expected from tem 
Anſwer 2. Thete are but ſmall ce 8 
| ces; and trivial things in themſelyes ; but by m 
ee little things Satan manages a great de- 
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time; you have greater things than the words 
und actions of children to mind; to ſearch ont 
God's ends in the affliction, to mortify the 
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corruption it is ſent to rebuke, to quiet your 
hearts in the will of God; this is your work. 

Pia 12. Lafily, It is objected, O but God 
hides his face from me in my afffiction; it is 


dark within, as well as without, and this 


makes my caſe more deplorable, greatly af᷑ - 


- flifted, and ſadly deſerted. 


- Anſwer 1. Though you want at preſent 
ſenſible comfort, yet you have reaſon to be 
thankfn} for gracious ſupports. "Though the 


'k light of God's countenance ſhine not upon 
pos, yet you find the everlaſting arms are »n- 
. - gerneath you; the care of God worketh for 


you, when the conſolations of God are with» 


drawn from you. 


\ Anſwer 2. To have God hide his face in 
the time of trouble, is no new or unuſual thing; 


- God's deareſt faints, yea, his own Son hath 


experienced it, who in the deeps of inward 


and outward trouble, when wave called an- 


to wave, felt not thoſe ſweet, ſenfible iaſtuen- 


ces of comfort from God, which had always 
filled his ſoul formerly. If Chriſt cry in ex- 


tremiry, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
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[- forſaken me? Then ſure we need not won- 
der, as if ſome ſtrange thing had happened to 


*- Anſwer 3. May not your unſabmiſſive 1 
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riage under the rod provoke God to hide * 
face from you. Pray, conſider it well, 
thing is more probable than for this to be he 
cauſe of God's withdrawment from you. 
Could you in meekneſs and quietneſs,, receive 
that cup your Father hath given you to drink: 
Accept the puniſhment of your iniquities; ſay, 
Good is the word of the Lord, It is the Lord, 
let him do what he will: Tou would ſoon 
find the caſe altered with you; but the com- 
forting. ſpirit finds no delight, or reſt, in A 
turbulent and tumultuous breaſt, | 
And thus I have ſatisfied the moſt Senders 
able pleas urged, in Juſtification of our exceſ- 
ſes. 
11 6 come now to the laſt thing . 10 
namely, the means of curing and preventing 


theſe ſinful exceſſes of forrow-tor. the dodgy 0 


of ir dear relations. 


And, although much hath bee cad 1 
ready, to diſſuade from this evil, and 1 bare 
enlarged already much beyond my firſt inten· —.— 
tion; yet I ſhall caſt in ſome farther help and 
aſſiſtance towards the healing of this diſtem- 


Fs by preſcribing the following rules: 4 


Rule 1. If you would tot mourn exceſſive. 
575 for the loſs of creature-comforts, then be 


- Exceſſ1 vely, or inordinately, upon them, W hint 
Jon do enjoy them. 


Strong ations make as eee, 92 
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tie higher the tide, the lower the ebb. Ac- 
© cording to the meaſure of our delight in the 
"Enjoyment, is our grief in the loſs of theſe 
things. The apoſtle knits theſe two graces, 
- temperance and patience, together! in the pre- 
cept, 2 Pet. i. 16. and it is very obſervable 
how intemperance and impatience are inſepa- 
rabiy linked in experience, yea, the experi- 
* "ence of the beſt men. Yonread, Gen. xxv.ix. 
3. © How lfrael loved Joſeph more than all 
bis children, becauſe he was the fon of his 
© old age, and made him a coat of wr co- 
a 
This was the darling; Jacob? $ heart was ſo 
. exceedingly ſet upou him, bis very life was 
3 N up i in the life of the lad. Now when 


Wo bis ſon many wc And all his ſons and all 
= © his daughters roſe up to comfort him, but 
"© he refuled to be comforted. And he faid, 
For I will go down to the grave to my on 
© © mottrning. Thus his Father wept for him.“ 
Here, as in a glaſs, are the effects of exceſ- Þ 
fie love to a child repreſented. Here you 
may fee what work immoderate love will 
| make, even in a ſanctified heart, i 
D therefore let your moderation be known. 
* 10 ion 5 # in 19 85 tt and lorrows-: a. 
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bout earthly things; for ordinarily the pro- 
portion of the one is anſwerable to the other. 
Rule 2. If you would not be overwhelmed 
With gricf for the loſs of your relations, be 
exact and careful in diſcharging your duties to 
them while you have them. 

The teſtimony of your conſcience, that. vou 
bave laboured in all things to diſcharge the 
duties you owed to your relations, hilt they 
were with you, will prove an excellent allay 
to your forrows tor them when they are no 
longer yours. It is not fo much the ſingle at- 
fiction, as the guilt charged upon us in times 
of affliction, that makes our load 10 heavy. _- 

0 what a terrible thing it is to Jook upon 
our dead friends, whilſt conſcience is accul! ing 
and upbraiding us for our duties neglected, 
and ſuch or ſuch ſins committed? O you lit. 
te think how dreadful a ſpectacle this WMI 
make the dead hody of thy friend to thee?! 1 

\ Conſcience, if not quite ftapid or dead, Will 
fork at ſuch a time. O therefore, as er 
you would provide for a comfortable parting” "a 1 
at death, or meet again at judgment; 3 be ex- 4 
act, punctuil, and circumſpedt; in all your re- 
later duties. 

Rule 3. If you would ack be re e 
by ae for the loſs of dear relafions,” then 
turn to God under your trouble, 388 pour 
out your ſorrows, by prayer, into his boſom. © 4 

1 hie will cater and allay your won . 
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Bleſſed be God for the ordinance of prayer 
bow much are all the ſaints beholden to it, at 
e times, but eſpecially in heart-ſinking and 
7 'diftreſsfol times? It is ſome relief, when in 
|  diftreſs, we can pour out our trouble into the | 
©} boſom of a wife, or faithful friend; how a 
much more when v-2 leave our complaint be- 
fore the gracious, wife, and faithful God? I 
told you before of that holy man, who having 
"loſt his dear and only fon, got to his cloſer, 
there poured out his ſoul freely to the Lord, 
and when he came down to his friends, that 
were Waiting below to comfort him, and fear- 
ing how he would bear that ſtroke, he came 
768 from his duty with a chearful countenance, 
* wh telling them he would be content to bury a ſon, 
If it were poſſible, every day, provided he 
18 might enjoy ſuch comfort as his foul bad found | 

mm that private hour. 

So thy way, Chriſtian, to thy Gal, get 
tee to thy knees in the cloudy and dark day; 
retire from all creatures, that thou mayeft 
have thy full liberty with thy God, and there 
pour out thy heart before him, in free, full, 
And broken-hearted confeſſions of fn : 1 
. thyſelf worthy of hell, as well as of this trou- 
ble; | juftify.-God in all his ſmarteſt ſtrokes ; 
beg lim, in this diftreſs, to put under thee his 
| Ys e arms; intreat one ſmile, one gra- 
cious look, to enlighten thy darkneſs, and 

Cheat r drooping ſpirit. Say with the 5 by 
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Rules fo moderate; e 1 
| phet, Jer. xvii. 17. '* Be thou not a terror t 
me; thou art my hope in the day of evil“ 
And try what relief ſuch a courſe will afford 
thee. Surely, if thy heart be ſincere in this 
courſe, thou ſlialt be able to ſay with that ho 
ly man, Pal. xciv. 29. In the multitude of 
my thoughts which I had within me, * . 
comforts have delighted my ſoul.* "> | 
Rule 4. If you would bear the loſs of your 4 
dear relations with moderation, eye God in 
the whole proceſs of the affliction more, aud. 
ſecondary cauſes and circumſtances of the mat · = 
ter leſs. 
« I was dumb, F opened not my mouth, be- 
© cauſe thou did it, Pfal. xxxix. g. Conſis of 
der the hand of the Lord in the whole mat- 
ter: And that, — 
Firſt, As a ſovereign hand, which han 
right to diſpoſe of thee, and all thy comforts, IF | 
without thy leave or conſent, Job xxxiii. 133 
Secondly. As a Father's. hand 1 . 5 4 
thee in yy and faithfulneſs, Prov. i. 11 
Whom the Lord loveth, he correQethy as 8 
« a father the ſon, in whom he delighteth.” O's ; 
if once you could bat ſee afſliction as a rod i 
a father's hand, proceeding from his love, and 
intended for your eternal good HOW Ka” 


| would you then be? 
And ſurely i it draws your heart nearer to 


God, and mortifies it more to this vain world, 
* is a rod in the hand of ſpecial love: 1 it 
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* Kaulet to madorate Sorrow. © 
and in your love to God, doubt not but it 
comes from God's love to you. 

Thirdly, As a juſt and righteous hand. 
Haſt not thou procured this to thyſelf by thy 
own folly ? Yea, the Lord is juſt in all that is 
come upon thee ; whatever he hath done, yet 
| he hath done thee no wrong. 

Fourthly, Laſtly, As a moderate and mer- 
del hand that hath puniſhed thee leſs than 
ine iniquities deſerve : He that hath caſt thee 
into affliction, might juſtly have caſt the into 
| hell. It is.of the Lord's mercy that thou art 
not conſumed. Why doth the living man 
; complain: 4 | 

Rule 5. If you would bear your affliction 


[ac moderation, compare it with the afffic- 
Hons of other men, and that will greatly qui- 
et your ſpirits. 


You have no cauſe to ſay God hath dealt 
BI with you, and that there is no ſor- 
Zrowlike your forrow : Look round about you, 


and impartially conſider the condition that o- 
"Hers are in; and they nothing. inferior to you 
in any reſpect. You had one dead child, Aa- 
gon had two at a ſtroke; Job all at one ſtroke; 

and boch theſe by an immediate ſtroke from 
the hand of God. Some godly paretts haye 
ye tc fee their children die in their fin by 
the band of juſtice; others have hen them 
Fire to the diſhonour of God, andybreaking _ 
1 SRL a er own ſpirits, and would have deem 1 
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| 5 Rules to moderate Sorrow, 
ed it a mercy if they had died from the womb, 
and piven up the ghoſt when they came out 


of the belly, as Job ſpeaks. 
In what miſery have ſome parents ſeen their 
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children die! God holding them as fo many” f N | 


terrible ſpectacles of miſery before their eyes; 
ſo that they have begged the Lord, with im- 
portunity, to let looſe his hands and cut them 

off; death being, in their eſteem, nothing to 
| thoſe continual agonies in which they have 


feen them he weltering from day to day. 0 ̃ 4 


you little know what a bitter cup others have 
had given them to drink! Surely, if you com- 
pare, you muſt ſay, the Lord hath dealt gen- 2 
tly and graciouſly with you. = 
Rule 6. Carefully ſhun, and avoid batte 


ever may renew your ſorrow, or provoke you; 1 


to impatience. 


Increaſe not your mare by the f ght of, o 
diſcourſes about ſad objects and labour to 2 0 a 


28 


my of your ſouls,. to draw forth the corrupe 


tions of your heart. 
I told you before, why Fagob would not 


have the child of which Rachel died; tt | ; n 4 5 


after the name his wife had given, Bent 


the fon of my forrow; leſt it ſhould proves 8 
daily occaſion of fene wing his trouble for the if 


leſs of his dear wife; but he called bis came. I 
— Dejan | 12 


Fe impatience. like cinder, or ein Tore A 
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1 foi Sa as you can prevent the foarks | 
from falling on it, therc is no great danger; 


but you that carry ſuck dangerous prepared 


matter in your own hearts, cannot be too care- 
ful to prevent them. Do by murmuring, as 
you do by blaſphemons thoughts; think quite 


another way, and give no occaſion. 


Rule 7. In the day of your mourning for 
he death of your friends, ſeriouſly conſider 

Four own death as approaching, and that you - 
and your dead friend are diſtinguiſhed by a 

{mall interval and point of time, 2 Sam. xi. 
23, I ſhall go to him. Surely the thoughts 
f your own death, as approaching alſo, will 
greatly allay your ſorrows for the dead that 
is gone before you. 


Me are apt to fancy a long life in the world, 

and then the loſs of thoſe comforts which we 
promiſed ourſelves ſo much of the ſweetneſs 
and comforts of our lives from, ſeems an. in- 


Ef tolerable thing. 


* 


But would you realize your own oaks 


3 be re, you would not be ſo deeply concerned 


For their deaths as your are. Could you but 


-} Jook into/your own graves more ſeriouſly, you 


* ' From: this ſcripture. The Father of mercies, 


Vould be able to look into your friend's os. 25 
5 4 more compoſcdly. 


Aud thus 1 have finiſhed: what 1 
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Write all bis truths upon your hearts, that 
they may abide there, and reduce your diſ- 
ordered affections to that frame which beſts ”. 
ſuits the will of God, and the profeſſion you 
make of ſubjeCtion and don rey thereunto. 
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Ak ED as 1 the earth we came 
N And crept to life at firft, XY 
We to the carth return again, 

And mingle with our duſt. 


| The dear delights we hear enjoy „ 
| And fondly call our own, 5 Eo f 
Are but ſhort favonrs borrow'd noa 1 
To be repaid. . 
'Tis God that lifts our comforts . Fi 
Or finks them to the grave; 
He gives, and (bleſſed be his name, 
| "He takes but what he gare. 
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. Peace, all) your angry oaſſions' they 
let each rebellious figh 
. ſileot at his ſowreigi wWIIilil,n Ron 
8 Aud every murmur die. ä 
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i fon ling Mercy crown our lives, | 
- " (hall be 1 „ 


WERE” 15; eee 


ion er. ene W e en e * 1 e N aps Freon, 
5 fs we'll adore the Ne tod 
11 { Thar ſtrikes our comforts dead. 
I OON ſhall this earthly frame difſolv'd | 
Is death and ruins ly: 
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But better man ſions wait our ſoul, 
Prepar'd above the ky. 
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ba A3 houſe eternal buile by God, 
8 {Shall clothe a purer mind: 
When once theſe priſon-walls ſhall fall, 
Ia which tis now confiu d. 
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8h Hence border d with this load of clay, 
Dur weary'd ſpirits groan; 

Po Fry death's kind hand ſhall ſet them free, 
5 Aud God ſhall bring them home. 


99 Nor har We wich the foul uncloth'd, 
By -Might from this body fly; 


Bor Atimate a purer frame 
Wide 8 like that cannot die. 


| Sack are the hopes that chear the joft; 


* + Theſe hopes their God hath given: 33 
— Xs 5 Þ the earneſt now, _ * Ea 
Me 5 678 1 2 their fouls for hear a. 3 


22 
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We walk by faith of joys to come; 
Faith grounded on his word?! 
But, while this body is our home, 
We mourn an abſent Lore. 
What faith rejoices to believe, 5 2 
We long and pant to ſe : 
We would be abſent from the fleſh; FEA 
And preſent Lord with the. 
But ſtill, or here; or going hence, 
To this our labours tend. 
Thar, | in his ſervice ſpent, out life _ _. 
| May in his favour. cad. 5 


For lo! before the Son as Jud; 
5 Th' aſſembled world ſhall tand, 
i To take the puniſhment, or prize, 


From his unerring band. oe HS 
Impartial retributions . . 8 
Our different lives awa itt: 


Our preſent actions, good, or bad, 2 
S Shall fix our future ſtate. 2 „ 


HE hour of my departore's com 5 
I hear the voice that calls me = 
Atlaſt, © Lord ! let trouble ceaſe, . 5 
And ket thy ſervant dic in Peace. - 3 
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1e race appointed 1 WL roms. 


The combats o'er the prize is wu m 
And now my witneſs is on bigb, RE 


And no Fu record's in the W © by 5 


Not in mine innocence I woſt; © 2 
1 bow before thee in the duff; 58 * 
1 look for mercy at thy chrone. ee 


5 1 $7 4. 
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-T leave t the world withour a tear, _—_ 
Save for the friends 1 held fo dea: 


© le Bog dn. 
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And to thefricndic(s prove a friend. e863 


"Tome, I come, at thy command, 
y ſpirit ta ihy hand 
5 d forth thing everlaſting , 54 
And fhield mein the laſt alarms! 
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T hear the voice that calls me.home z 
Now, Omy God!] let trouble ceaſe, 


3 + Now let thy lcrvant: die in peace. 46 


To heal their ſorrows, Lord, deſcend, Be 
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